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lis elbe Book was firſt publiſh: | 
ed above threeſcore Years ago, i 

the Author's Lifetime, by a Learned and E- 
minent Divine, who gives us this Character 
of him: That the Bool was a e 
N e of thoſe divine Impreffions that were wpunt”»- 

his own Heart, and that he had | wrmed © 
«© nothing in it, but what be himſelf WW: A 
well feel and now.: 5 PEE | 5 5 


Stxcn I had the Happinefh pines to tome 

acquainted with it, I hay 5 oy X 
Go for the Benefit I have received ro my *H 
own Soul by the peruſal of it ; and. have e. 3 
| mneſtly wiſhed it had a place 1 Fami? 
| ly, was carefully peruſed by ever 
c 83 and that the Senne Res 
and undefiled Religion it contains wane tals % 

d upon every Heart. I have res, 

the age of e eſpeci⸗ 
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rhe as might be within the Reach of 
te pore Sort ot Perſons, I have, indeed, 
E ſeen an = ee which i 25 fold at'a 
p — — rice Ahut t it is ſuch a 
that L chink it maſt be a pain to tea . 

hzve therefore made it my Buſineſs to _ 
mote an Edition of it in a' fair 4 


4 | at fo low A Price, that 
. hn who ae able t0 yn 
chaſe any Book at all; and the chatitable | 
* my; rs all Expente, nun 1 | | 


ws #5 © | 
Which, eſpecially, recom | _ 
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Pm * Thi 
mend che Boo to my Ileart, and bich, I 
think, cannot fail te. recommend it to. The 
ert of every terious Peruſer of it, ate, 1. 
> The juſt Notions it conta ins of cab And vital 
Keligion, in on to the common Mi- 
5. de concerning it: and the View it | 
© ms of that $ygenuous pl which belongs 
$6 true Pi à juſt Allowance, at 
ame Time, to the proper Influence of 
* external; Motives. f. . The Exceltericy and 
Force of the Mori ves, by which true Retioh- 
3 7 18 here recommended, together with 
Fnergy and Warmth with which are 
delivered. 3. The, excellent Directions here - 
* r 7 given, 
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cannot but think, that the Fierceneſs of our #4 


In fine, that Vein of good Senſe and. clear 


any weight; particularly, to the. People Y 


in 2 more particular Manner, recommend it 


F* may both eaſily com by it, and ca- 


R E FAC = a 
given, for attaining true Piety and Good - 
neis. 4. The Prudence and Charity he 
worthy Author diſcovers N 
tors of douß ful Di/purarion, about which 
the beſt and wiſeſt Men differ; while he is 
treating of Matters of the grrateſt Importance, 

about which all good and wife Men muſt 
agree: and Oh! had we more of that true 
Chriſtian Spirit, ſo beautifully delineated, 
and ſo warmly recommended in this Boak, 1 


Contentions and Animoſities about Things 
of lefler Moment muſt conſiderably ahate. 


Thought, and of ſeri us Piety, which cs 
through the whole of this Performauce, .exs 
ceedingly commended ĩt ta mw. 
Fon theſe Reaſons, I carneſily ü 
mend this Book to- che careful Peruſal of a » 
with whom my Recommendation may beaf 


thoſe Congregations of which I have ha, 
or now have the the Overfight Ind, 


to the poor of our Flocks, who have 90 
Money to buy, or time to gad larger Books s' 44 
you ha ve here a valuayil& Treafure in a ma! 
Compa ſs, and at a ver rice 3 io that 2 
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„ PREFUCE®E * 
It familiar to vou: By rexding but one half 
Mur in it every, Lord's Day, you may, in 
3 few Werkes, read the whole? and if; with 

his, u join ſerious Meditation and ear- 
= Deſt Prayer, 1 hope, you (hall reap great 

GSood by it, to the Glory of God; and that 

I chall bave your Bleſfings and 2 for ; 
2 5 pims it into your Hands, 
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| -I would n on particular Marines, 
f . tend It to the riſing Generatitm; in 

W boſe Education I have the Honour to have 
| - conſiderable Charge, and Ob! that I could 
4 
* 
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be ſo happy as to make them ſenſible how 
8 it would contribute to the Peace and 
Satisfaction of their whole Aſter life, to 
F have their Minds and Hearts early poſſeſſed 
[- offi h juſt Notions of true Piety and Good- 
F< and ſuch à prevailing liking to it, as 
is excellent Book tends to promote: How 
much, 1 ſay, chis would conduce to their true 
* 4 Enjoyment. ima preſent Life, even tho' we 
- ſHhbuld fer afide the Confideration of thateter- 
nal Stare, to which we are all haſting apace, 
End whither the youngeſt of ũs knowsnot how 
2 he may a1 bis flight: The chief Part, 

dle End of all true Knowled 

and Learnin 


8e 

is the rect and improve- 

ment of the Heart. = recom - 
mend e to our Leung Students 22 | 
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tion. I cannot but reckon, that the moſt 
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—_— 
have their Views toward the ſacred Funck 


veſſary Fart of Preparation for that impar: 
tant Work, is; to have ſuch a juſt Under- 
ſtanding/of the great Deſi gn. of Religion ani 
Chriſtianity, and ſuch a taſte ot true che Pier 3 
and Goodneſs, as this Book tends to inſpire 
us with : An honeft and good Heart is che 


main Thing neceſſary for —— the 
Word of God, al well as for: bearing. it, 
_ profit, 10 aac 1 80 mt a1 

1 ' $4 Pals 24 


Ivy Give, 1 hope, I may take. the Liberty 
to recommend it to my younge r Bretheren in 


this little Book may, 1 hope, |contribute a+ 
the further Improve ent of their 

Religion, and to ore in them that ratio» 
nal Pier and real Goodneſe, in whcl this 
ought to be Examples to their Flocks. * 
may alſo afford them execllent Hints ta 8 Y 
improven upon, according to the Abilities 
God has given them, in their publick Pexor- "i 
mances: there are few Paragraphs in this e 
cellent Book, but what may, each of them, 
de profitably enlarged into a Sermon. - And 
Ob! my Brethren, how may it put us 
whe 4 uſb, ae In —— 
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ſhould it raiſe in us, to know that the Wor- 
& thy Author of this admirable Book compoſ- 
cdl it before he was 2) Years of Age? What 
2 Spur to our Diligence, that he came to the 
End and Reward of his Labuurs before he 
was 28! And, if you reliſh this. Book your- 
b felves, 3 you will recommend it to the 
People under your Care: and, I believe, 
| you may find a Benefit in it, more than 
& - Worth all the Charge, to beſtow ſome Copies 
| of it among the pooreſt in your Flocks; and 
k thus oblige thoſe, by a Preſent, to read it, 
who might reckon it a Hard ſhip to be oblig- 


upon entertaining a diſtant Acquaintance, or 
i ine Bleſſing: and am, 

. 8 His fiucere well · vi ſber, and 
H unlle Servant in ibe Tord. 
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LIFE or GOD 
AN THE 


1 SOUL: or MAN. | 


My Dear FRIEND, 


HIS Defignation doth give as Tite 
FT to all — fare 2 
whereby I can ſerve your In- The Oren 
tereſts; and your Pious Incli- f this 
nations do ſo happily con- courſe. 
_ with. my Duty, wat 3-7 548 = 
all not need to ſtep out of my Road to 
gratify you; but I may at once perform an 
Office ot Friendſhip, and diſcharge an Exer- 
ciſe of my Function, ſince the "advancing 
of Virtue and FHolineſs {which I hope A 
make your greateſt Study) is the — 
Buſineis of my Imployment: This t 
is the moſt proper Inſtance wherein * 
vent my Affection, and expr ſs my Gratis -* 
| | tudefowards you, and { ſhall not any longer 
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you to this Purpoſe :- For tho' I know you 
are provided with better Helps of this Na- 
ture, than any I can offer you ; nor are you 
like to meet with any Thing here which you 
knew not before, yet I am hopeful, that 
what cometh from * whom you are Kurt 
ſed to Honour with your Friendſhip; 
which is more particularly deſigned for — 
Uſe, will be kindly 1 by you, and. 
_ GOD's Providence perhaps may ſo direct 
my Thoughts, that wee or. other may 
ue e to you. Nor ſhall I doubt ng 
== if, for moulding my Diſcourſe into 
the better Frame, I lay a low Foundation, 


nning with the Nature, and Properties 
= and all along give ſurh —— 


= m Thoughts in —_ —— of the Sub» 


as may ny Am 
Thich were not 

<6 whom I am — | 

1 cannot __ of Religion, but I Ia 

lament that 

- Miftakes 6+ - Pretendexs to it, —＋ = 
ow {REA deritand what it. means; 

ſome placing it in the Un. 

nding, in Orthodox Notions and Opi- 

| R = all the Account they can give 

chat they are of this 


many 'Thi 
. 44 L only con- 


of their Relipiony, 1 


or the other H 5 8 _ have joyn'd 
| themſelves to IB) A or 
| 2 Chrif did fee Inna y d1v1 
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erregen ges green 
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in the Soul of Man. 3 


Others place it in the outward Man, in a 
conſtant Courſe of external Duties, and a 
Model of Perſormances; if they live peace- 
ably with their Neighbours, keep a tempe- - 
rate Dyet, obſerve the Returns of Worſhip, 
frequenting the Church, or their Cloſet, and 
ſometimes extend their Hands to the Relief 
of the Poor, they think they have ſufficient- 

ly acquitted themſelves: Others again, put 
al Religion in the Affections, in-rapturous 
Heats and extatick Devotion, and all they 
aim at, is, to pray with Paſſion, and think 
of Heaven with Pleaſure, and to be affected 
with . thoſe kind and melting Expreſſions 
wherewith they court their Sa vjour, till they 
perſwade themſel ves that they are mightily 
in Love with him, and from thence aſſume 
a great Confidence of their Salvation, 
which they eſteem the Chief of Chriſtian 
Graces. Thus are theſe Things which harre 
any Reſemblance of Piety, and at the beſt 
are but Means for obtaining it, or particular 
Exerciſes of it, frequently miſtaken for the 
Whole of Religion: Nay, ſometimes Wick- 
edneſs and Vice pretend to that Name; 1 
ſpeak not now of thoſe groſs Impieties where- 
with the Heathens were wont to worſhip 
their gods; there are but too many Chriſti». 
ans who would conſecrate their Vices, and 
hallow their corrupt Affections, 'whoſe rug - 
ged Humour, and ſullen Pride muſt pats ibe 


FA 
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1 * 
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| Chriſtian —— ; whoſe fierce Wrath, and || a1 
bitter Rage againſt their Enemies, muſt be t 
called Holy Zeal ; whoſe ulancy towards tl 
- their Superiors, or Rebellion againſt their f. 
Governors, muſt have the Name of Chriſtian h 
Courage and Reſolution. tl 
Bur certainly Religion is quite another c 
„ | Thing, and they who are ac- b 
ae Ne- quainted with it, will enter-' 
þ Iigion is. tain far different Thoughts, 
and diſdain all thoſe Shadows, 
2 falſe Imitations of it: They know by 
N that True Religion is an Union 
of the Soul with GOD, a real ag 055 
ot the Divine Nature, the very Ima 
drawn upon the Soul, or * the ” Apoſtle 8 
Phraſe, /: 55 CHRIST formed within u 
| Friefly, | know not how the Nature Re- 
ligion can be more fully expreſſed than by 
calling it a Divine Life ; and under theſe 
Terms I ſhall Diſcourſe of it, wr hare nb felt, 
how it is called a Zz/e, and then, how it is 
termed Di vixe. 
4 choolt to expre's it by the Name of Lite, 
firſt becauſe of its Perma-' 
" 75 Perma- nency and Stability : Re- 
IF mercy and Sra- ligion is not a ſudden Start, 
1 bility.” 75 or Paſſion of the Mind; not 
1 > tho? it ſhould riſe to the- 
i by. height of a Rapture, and ſeem to tranſport 
A 2 Noa to LY nnn re, 
|; | —_ 


8 . . 
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in the Soul of an. 


ty of doing ſomething for the Salvation of 
. — Souls, which may puſh them forward 
fome Steps with a great deal of ſeeming” 
haſte, but anon they flag and give over; 
they were in hot Mood, but now are 
cooled; they did ſhoot forth freſh and high, 
but are quickly withered, becauſe they had 
no Root in themſelves, Thefe ſudden Fits 
may be compared to the violent and convul- 
fire Motiors of Bodies newly beheaded, eau · 
ſed by the Agita tions of the Animal Spirits, 
after the Soul is departed, | 
violent and impetuous, can be of no long Con- 
tinuanc? ; whereas the Motions of Holy Souls 
are c6nſtant and regular, proceed: 
Permanent, and Lively Priaciple. 

this Divine Life contingeth not always, in 
that ſame Strength and Vigour, but ma- 


ny Times ſuffers fad Decays, and Holy Men 1 


find greater difficulty in refiſting Temptatt- 
ons, and leſs Alacrity in the : nce of 
their Duties; yet it is not quite extinguith- 


| — , | 
are few but have Convictions of the Neceſſi- 


which however : 


ed, nor are they abandoned to the Power of 


theſe corrupt Affections, which ſway and 
2 rule the 1 * the World. : q 

+ AG A 1 n, Religion may be defigned by 
the Name of Life, becauſe 8 "x f 
s an inward, free, and Self- © Tes Freedoms. 


moving Principle, and thoſe ” and. ..Uncon+, 3 , 
who have made Progreſs in it, ftrainednefs. 
: — ace "ol 


- 
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= Tt Iifeef GOD 
are not acted only by external Motives, dis: 4 
ven meerly by Tbreatnings, vor bribed by if c 
Promiſes, nor conſtrained by Laws; hut are &f / 
= powerfully: inclined to » th which is Good, Ic 
aud delight id the Performance of it: The d 
Love which a Pious Man bears to G o 5, : 
n 
v 
A 
0 
U 
t 


and Goodneſs, is not ſo much by Virtue ot a 
i him fa. to do, as by a 
g New Nature inſtructing and prompting him 
wd it; nor doth be pay his Devotions as en 
unavoidable Tribute, only to appeaſe the 
Divine Juſtice, or quiet his clamorous Con- 
Ixience; but thoſe Religious Exercifes are the 
proper Emanations ot the Divine Life, the 
jk ” nararal Employmenteof the New- born Soul; 
. be prays, and gives Thanks, and repents, 
x: . becauſe theſe Things are command 
ed, "but. rather, becauſe he is ſenſible of his 
wants, and of the Divine Goodnels, and of- 
| f 2 the Folly" and Miſery of a finful Life ; his 
9 is not forced, nor his Alms extorted 
' fiom him, his Love makes him willing to 
ive z and though there were no outward 
6 ligation, his — avould deviſe liberal 
3 Things: Iajuſtice or Intemperance, and all 
other Vices, are as contrary to his Temper, 
and Cotiſtitution, as the baſeſt Actiogs are 
to the moſt .generous Spirit, and Impudence 
85 and Scarrility to thoſe who are natugelly Me- 
. elt: 80 hes 1 may well Wee e 
| 2 's f 4 7 P aha of 
W__ 
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" ihe ant , 5 | 
John, * Whoſoever is born of GOD, doth nos 
commit Sin: for his Seed. 8 in him, 
and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of 
God. "Though Holy and Religious Pexſons 
do much eye the Lew o*f GOB, and have a 
dee Sench Regard unto it, yet it is not ſo much 
nction of the Law, as it's 9 
neſs, Purity and — which do . 
vail with — ; they account it excellent 
and defireable in "ir YA and that in keeping 
of it there is great Reward ;* And: that 2 | 
vine Love wherewith' they are acted, makes 
them become a Dee eee 9 


Wet legem der amantibus | / he $40 : L 
ajor ft amor lex ipſe ſibl.. 


| Tho pa! preſeribe a Law to r hoſe that Loves 13 
Love's a more powerful Law WED doth 
| , 7 % them „Ode. . | ; 8 1 ” 


IN a Word, what our bleſſed Savious 
ſid of Himſelf, i in ſome meaſure applica· 
ble to His Followers, 4 Tbot it is their Meat 
and Drink to do their Father WII: And 
as the Natural Appetite is car out to- 
- ward Food, though we Thould not defect vn 

the Neceffity of it for the Preſervation of i 
5 5 ; to. are | they. carried with a — 9 
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W n 
and unforced Propenfion toward that which 
is good and commendable. It is true, ex- 


Wt to excite and ſtir up this inward Principle, 
tally in id and Weaknets, 
5 it is often fo languid, that the Man 
himſelt can ſcarce: diſcern it, hardly being 
able mar e ſtep forward, wb xr wm mer 
is . or his Fears, 
an n lade, or the Senſe of a 
* 33” by the Authority of the Law, or the 
| — 'of others: if fuch a Perſon 
de conſcientious and uniform in his Obecli· 
| 1 + ence, and earneſtly groaning under the Senſe 
1 1 is deſirous to perform 
dis Duties with more Spirit, and Vigour; 
bheſe are the firlt* Motions of the Divine 
Lat, which though be it Faint and Weak, 
& will ſurcly be cheriſhed by the Influences of 
1 Heaven, and grow unto greater Maturity: 
WE But be who is utterly deſtitute of this in · 
I ward Principle, and doth not aſpire unto it, 
2 contents himſelf with thoſe Performances 
hereunto he is prompted by Education or 
ſton, oy the fear of Hell, or carnal Not 
of Heaven, can nb more be Da e 
2 Perſon, than a Pu ca L 
bed a Man. This forced artikel Re- 
 Jigian is commonly heavy and languid, like 


Gn 


ee 
—. nts ; 


- tarnal Motives are many Tiwes of great Ute. 


* Motion of a Weight forced er it is 
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h de Sul of Man. ak | 
ance of a Wiſe Married againſt her will,” _ 
who carries it dutifully toward the Husba 
whom ſhe doth not Loye,” out of ſome 1 
of Vir-rvs or Honov x': Hence alſo pry *j 
Rxtigio is ſcant and niggirdly, elpeci 
ally in thoſe Daties which do greateſt vio-' 
lence to Mens carnal Inclinations, and thoſe 
flavifh Spirits will be ſure to do no more 
thay is abſolutely required; tis a Law that 
compels them, and they will be loarh to g 
beyond what it ſtints them to, vay, they will. 
ever be putting ſuch Gloſſes on it, as may 
lea ve themſelves the greateſt Liberty: Where 
as the Spirit of true Religion is frank and 
liberal, from ſuch peeviſh and narrow. 
reckoning 3 and he who hath given himſelf. 
intirely unto GOD, will never _ 2 d 


doth too much for hin. * 
B this Time I bope it Sees 
doth appear, that Reli Pos. e 3 | 


is with-a great deal a Prin. 
ſon, termed a Life or vin ei le. 
Principle, and thaę it's very - EOS: 
neceſſary to diſtin iin dag BY Fr ; 
Obedience which is conſtrained, and ds 
on external Cauſes. I come next to gie an 
Account why l deſign'd it by the Name of - 
Divine Liſe; and to it may be called, not 
only in regard of its Fountain and Or inal, ; 
ba O D for its Author, and 4 4 
wrough * * Power” | p 


1 
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2 * by this L underſtand nothing clic, but our 
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Dae Life of GO 
ol his Hol jy Spirit; but alſo in 3 of its 
Nature, Religion a beto n of 


de Diyine, Protections, 
1 ty ſhining in the 2 
4 1485 al Partici e may Nature, 4 


a Beam of the ce Light, a rr 
: t-Infinite Occan of 
i! - vs are endued with i it, may dene to have 
{i 43 | = dwells ng in their all an CHRIST 
8 We Pal 1 en. 

a ol en gt LdeGend ion more 
ar ie Conſideration of 


. | Tar al $77 - that Divine Life, wherein 


ET 
tha to a litt t 
nimal ere prevails in 
” thoſe - bo are Strangers to the other: 


_ Inclination and Propenſion towards thaſe 
. things which are pleaſing and acceptable to 
EC Selk love iſſuing forth and 


Bien ha ve Besen ee lnclinati- 


preading itſelf into as many * ne 4 as. 


ſve and as _ are lied in us 
by No Nature, arg not vicious, of * 


ner rn Aion no Ar ace eres eee een 
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-Inclinations wege Life, as t6 violate 
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i the wil of Man. M 
nay; they are Inſtances of the Wiſdory of ibe 
e furniſhing his Creatures with ſuch © 
ites as nd to the e e 
Welfare'of their Lives: Theſe are in fte 
oa Law unte the Brute-beafts, where 
Key ee Sin bn the end Ge wi 


erte A but M 8 bs. J 
digt te vide 


guilty La 
a e r N 3 og 


bis Duty, or neglect the higher and more | 
noble is Creation: Our Na tyra] 
Affretions are ger wholly to be exti | 
and deſtroyed, but only to be modera 2 5 
over ru 15 ſuperior, and more exce 
Jerit Principle. In 4 Wed, che 
beta ict a religious and 4 wicked. May: 
chat in the one 'Divine Life” bears S 
in the other the Animal 15 doth prevail, 
B it is ſtrange to 
Dee antp What . the 227 7 
urſes this Natural Prin. "Tendeh 
iple will ſometimes. . carry. "the, N 2 
thoſe who are wholly guid- Ti, * 
ed by it, according to the 
pre Ciramiltantes thar concijr With! fs - 
2 them; and the not confidering t 
frequently occaſion very das 94 
1 cd Gi en e well 5 
Tealün of tha fern ung Ben 


* 1 
2 * * hg 
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"= "The \Life-of GOD | "42 
FF is betwixt them and others, whereas * 
2 an do all the while flow 
af La Original. If we. conſider 1 
Nuref and Conſtitution. of Mens 
quls; we Ind ſome to, be Airy, Fro- 
lick and Ligbt, 1 . havi- 
extrayagant a iculous.; whereas o- 
thers 3 ſexions and F and 
their Whole e Lumet ed i, ſuch 


Gravity asg as bema great deal of Reve- 

„ 2 are of an! umorous, 

. "ind Moroſ n ALE dei 
3 nor 


| 14 2 4 ande be ſo z but all are — — 

bib ſuch Nenn Diſpoſitions, 

be ſome Perſons ES EY in Iycetneſs 
Va 


nit „and 
ark Ple; 3 © ene carr [an 


38.2 2:9 ©2.0H4) tt <>. oem. 


| j 1 4 and. { 
Bn bene te ety, and th mutual 45 
= cency. of n covet nothing more IR. 
1 der to gal Le Body panes, to them; | ter 
10 is well t ture hat 

__ this Ship leSiona Teng etacls to ſept ”n 
= of True C MY, in the W 
3 ine Jen to omething 91 — one #11 
| ther Welfare: 1224 2 in regard of Educa · 
1 me ha ve never, been Taught to follow 
. other R ules, than thoſe of Pleaſure or 
=_—  Advantag 10-e 
ryethe ; Act 


ur, Ga lon | 
= | 


1 


=> . "7 Phe Shut of Man. CE 
Are hard! ble of doing 

ers 85 they pon been zee . 
upon as bale and unworthy. 

«Im fine; it is no ſmall Hicktence i in 
kay of mere natural Men, that — 
ar the Strengh or Weakneſs of their - 
Wit or JF | Jadgment, and their Care ar © 


in ufing them? Tntemperance and 
Tal. pat 1 5 and Oppreſſion and all — 
other Impieties which abound in the Wor 


and render it fo Milerable, are the Iſſues of ©. 
Self love, the Effect of the Animal 8 * 
when ix is neither ov er'd by Reli 
nor govern d by natural Reaſon; bat if i 
once take hold of Reaſon, and . Jab. 
ment, and Wit fo be of in Party,” it 'w1 
2 70 Times diſdain the groſſer ſort of N 
nd ſpr unto fa ir Imitations of Virtus 
224 Geck. Tf a Man have hut ſo mach - 
Reaſon as to conſider the Prejudie: whichſo-. .- 2 
3 and Inordinate "Luſt do bring 2 
ay bi Health, his Fortune and- his 
Self, lore may ſuffice to reſtrain him 
* 5 one may "ohſcrre the Rules ret 
* | Jultice Ih dealing with others, 
| {lace bis oem Tadercſt, — i 
bis Credit in the World. But this is not Ws... 
by the Help of Res . 
10. U 3 higher Flight, and come 
Pr 25 r of Phety - and Religions 1 
bat bs 12 


Man to an 
5 2 5 38's cy 
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5 this Natural Magi 
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* * The T e of C 0D” 
_ of Owe Trah for ; why ſhould not theſe 
| as well as other Speculations be pleaſant and . 
Trateful to Furious and inquiſitive Minds? „ 
It may Men zealous in maintain 
and. propagating ſuch Opininions as 
2 have <ipouſed, and be very deſirous 
2 others ſhould ſybmit unto their Judg- 
it, and approve the choice of Religion, 
zhich oat F; es have made; it may make 
5 ht to hear and compoſe excellent 
uh e about the Matters of Religion; 
4 for Eloquence is very pleaſant whatever be 
by . the. SubjeR: nay, ſome it may diſpoſe to 
3% 3+ height of ſenfible Devotion... 'The 
Le E 15 things that are 125 of Heaven, 
4 2 wa make even a carnal Heart in Love 
4 . wh the Meta phors and Similitüdes 
Ale of in Scripture of Crowns and 
Sie Rivers of Pleaſure, g. will 
4 * &< fea Man's Fancy, and make him 
th ls | 5 4 wiſh to be there, though he neither under- 
i 2 25 deſire thoſe ſpiritual Pleaſures, 
we - which ste "deſcribed and ſhadowed forth by 
them; and when fach'a Perſon comes tb be- 
jene. 2 Enis r has purchased thofe 
inge for him, 17 may feel a 
_ Kind of Tendernels and Affection towards o 
_ Prat a Benefactor, and 0 that be: is 
| EY 2 0 e with 


| 15 55 
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p. "2 : "+ — * by 
4 I in Pede IP Man: "| . 0 
and what hand the natural Conſtituti | 
may have in the rapturous Devotions” 
ſome melancholy Perſons, have been 
lently Diſcovered of late by r learn 
and jadicious Pens. i 
To Conclude, there is Welti proper . i 
make a Man's Life pleaſant,” or bimſeif 
eminent and conſpicuous in the World, by * S 
ot his natural Principle, affifted by Vir an 
5 | Reaſon, may prompt him to it; and thougls 
PE | do, not condemn theſe Things in theme? 
| ſelves, yet it concerns us nearly to know un 
221 confider their Nature, both that we , 
keep within due Bounds, and 4lf6 that we 
may learn never to value our ſelxes on the . 
account of ſuch Attainments, nor lay the 
Streſs of Religion upon our nature] Appe - 
tites or Performances. 1 
Ir is now Time to'return abe Gon: 
deration of that Divine- Life 
whereof I was diſcourſing be. 11 the 
v9 | fore, that Zife which ts hid Divine Life 
with CHRIST 6n GOD; and yt 4 
therefore hath no glorious 
as Shew or Aj ned. in the World, aifto * 
che natura will ſeem a mean au . 
32 As the Animal Life 'con> 
1 in that narrow and confined Lose 
34 — 2 on a Man's ſelf,” and in 
his P toward thoſe Things that ate 
2 „ age; oy EI Life 
5 43 = ts _ 
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| ſtands 3 in an univerſal and unbounded Aﬀec- 
| 3 tion, and in the Maſtery over our natural 
luaclinations, that they may never be able to 
petra us to thoſe Things which we know 
to be . The — of the Divine 
_Jaje 1 is Faith; the chief Branches are Love 
to G0, Charity to Man, Purity and Hu- 
ility : For Cas an excellent Perſon bath 
well obſerved] however -theſe Names- be 
| diary So ns oa vulgar, on. any? 55 extraor- 
dinary Sou they carry ſuch a mi 
ty Senſe, that = Tongue of Man or Angel 
tag pronounce nothing more weighty or ex- 
10 eellent. Faith hath the ſame place, in the Di- 
il Lide Liie, which Senſe hath in the Natural, 
=: indeed nothing elſe. but a kind of 
if or feeling Perſwaſſon of ſpiritual 
= Things: It — it ſelf unto all divine 
ial ” Truths; but in our lapſed Eſtate, it bath 
. aller Relation to the Declarations of 
i 8-7 795 „ and Reconcilableneſs to 
U 1 * throu a Mediator; and therefore, 
its Denomination from that prin- 
* 0 FR, is ordinarily terne Faith i in 
1 9 CHRIST. 
gr Err x Love of GOD is @ delightful and 


» W 
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Which makes the Soul refign and ſacrifice i 
n S felf wholly unto him, defring: above al 


4 


' we - ID 
._= | 


a as ac = ama AS OC Cod ac os 


te Senſe of the divine PerfeRtions, ||. 


. Things to pleaſe him, and delighting in no: 4 
wing ſo . in e and Com- 
RY. nien“ 


gion, aad aer which all the Parts of Ju- | 
ſtice, all the Duties we owe to our Neigh- 


and fo far from wronging or 1njuril 


i By Purity, I 
. — 4 from the | 
| inferior Appetites; or ſuch a Tem | 
and Diipofition of Mind, Man- 

detpiſe and abſtain from all Pleaſures and 
Delights of Senſe or * which are ſinful 


. 


in the Sul of Mn. wh 

munion with him, and being ready to do or 
ſuffer any Thing for his ſake, or at his plea- 
ſure. Though his Afion' may have its 

firſt riſe from the Favours and Mercies of 
GOD toward our ſelves, yet doth it, in its 

Growth and Progreſs," tranſcend” ſuch part-_ 
ticular Confiderations, and ground it ſelf on 
his infinite Goodneſs, manifeſted in all the 
Works of Creation and Providence. A Sbul, 
thus poſſeſſed with Divine Love, mult needs 
be enlarged, towards all Mankind, in afincexe -3 
and unbou Affection; becauſe of the 
Relation a ve to God, being His Crea- 
tures, and Having ſomethi _ His Image 
ſtamped upon them: and this is that Che- 
rity | named as the ſecond Branch of Reli- 


bour are eminently comprehended :_ For he 
who doth truly love all the World, will be 
nearly concerned in the Intereſt oſ every one; 
any 
Perſon, that he will reſent any Eeil that. 
rag others, as if it happened to him- 
erſtand a due Abſtrac- 7 
y, and Maſtery over 


as makes a 


_— \ 
3 ; * * by 
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18 5 pe Life of GOD. 
| in themſe} ves, or tend to extinguiſh or leſſen 
dor Reliſh of more divine and intellectual 
_ Pleaſures; which doth alſo infer a Reſoluteneſs 
wn to undergo all thoſe Hardſhips he may meet 
A with in the Performance of his Duty: 80 
| þ tied 10 5 28 3 and Tem nce, but 
1 * 0 ian Courage and Magnanimity 
may come under this Head. 25 

a deep Senſe of our 


* 


wy 3 LIT 
don Meanneſs, with a hearty and affection- 
= ate Acknowledgement of our owing all that 
we are to the divine Bounty; which is al- 
ways accompanied with a profound Subgut- 
Ron of the Will of God, and great deadneſs 


> either Men or — are capable of; the ve - 
ry Foundation ol Heaven laid in the Soul; 


deſire to pry into the Rolls of GO D' 
Dectees or ſcarch the Volumes of Heaven to 


th 4 — 3 bim written in his own 
WE Breaſt: His Love to GOD may give bim 
Affurance of GOD's Favour to him; and 
*thole beginnings of happinefs which he feels 


2 the Nature of GOD, and Compliance 


toward the Glory of the World, and Ap- 
Flat of Men. 
Thefe are the higbeſt Penſions that 


ad he who hath attain'd them, need nos 


* what is determined about his everlaſt- 
3 but he may ſind a Copy of Gods 


be Cabo of the Powers of his Soul 


e ,c00 tow wo mn ares bn _ io ee. 
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Felicity ſhall be perfeed, and continued 
to all Eternity: And it is not without Rea- 
fon that one ſaid, * I had rather ſee the al 
« Impreſſions of a God-like Naturs en E 
my on- Soul, than have a Vifion 
Heaven, or an Angel ſent. to tell ge thas, 
* my Name were inroll'd in thy Fool: of 


3 we have ſaid all that we can, the ® 
ſecret Myſteries of a new - 

Nature ind divine Life can Religion bm 
never be” ſufficiently ex underſtood; I 


Language and Action, 3 
— cannot = = fn; by Words.. J 


nor can they be tru] under- 
1 ſtood but by thoſe that 4 
within, and awakened unto the Senſe and Re- < uf 
uy © pen or 3 * There is a Spirit in 
Man, and the laß iration of the 9 
5 giveth this Underſtanding. The — 
Life of Religion may be better 

ſed ãn Actions than an Words: ; becauſe Actions 
are more lively Things, and do better repre 
ſent the inward Principle. whence Rk i 

take the 


.ceed: and therefore we ma 
Mea ſute of thoſe ems from 
thoſe in hom they reſides. 


the Deportme 
2 as they are perfefiy-exem 
in the holy Life of our bleſſed Saviour, a 
main Part of-whoſe Buſineſs in this Wed 4 
a » 2 by. His . what He did 
| | wegus 4 I 


* 


Jo fa : 3 
4 1 Type Tife of GOD 
uire of others, and to make His own © 
* Converſation an exact Reſemblance of thoſe I 


unparallel'd Rules which he - preſcribed: t 
So that if ever true Goodneſs was viſible to II 


3 


Nt % mortal Eyes, it was then, when His Preſence || © 
did beautify and illuſtrate this lower World. t 
Dion Lov That fincere and devout af- I 
—_ * feftion wherewith his bleſſed || tl 
i” Gag... * Soul did conſtantly burn to- Ih 
i. en du Savi- Hard his. — Father, 
. e expreſs itſelf in an intire 
[1 1 B's. + ReGgnation to his Will; it was this was his 
« very Mear, to do the lin, and finiſh the 
Mork of bink that ſent = 5 OW the 
17 exerciſe of his 1 ) 
1 2 di ger 5 and the conſtant Im —2 
de Minh o ment of his riper Ago he 
6 ſpared no travel or pains 
While he was aboe his Father's bufinefe, 
but took ſuch infinite Content and Satiſ- 
i . faction in the Performa net of it, that when, 
being faint and weary with his Journey, he 
1 1 reſted himfelf on Jacob's Well, and intrea- 
| . del Water of the Samaritan Wonen, the 
Succeſs of bis Conference” with her, and 
the Acceſſion that was made to the King 
dom of Gp, filled his Mind with ſuch De zr. 
bl "os as ſeemed to have redounded ta hig K 
. ver y, refreſhing his Spirits, and mak I th 
ing him forget the Thirft whereof he com- f 
þ Plaine * and fs the Meat which ha 
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he had ſent_ his Diſciples to buy. Nor was 
he leſs patient and ſubmiſſive in MY 
ed the Will of Go p, than di- mm "06! 
to ligent in doing of it: he 2 8 
nce || endured the ſharpeſt Afflic- ©9908 of J. 
Id. tions, and extremeſt miſeries that ever were 
af. inflicted on any Mortal, without à rep 9 
fed tought, 1 0 r 1 . 
to- | Þ& was rom a ſtupid inſen 
her, pa or ſtoical Obſtinacy cy. and bad 
tire quick. a Scnſe of Pain as other Men, 
bis Re 'the lere | App 1 
el was to ſy is „(as bis bloody ſ ear 
the and the ſor — and Sorrow which 
ed, he — 1 do abundantly declare) yet did 
loy-| he entirely ſubmit to that "(overt Diſpenſati. 
; hef on of Providence, and willingly cequirked 7 
ains] in it. 2 
ef}. AND he pray'd 10 Go v, that # at 
itif- po ble, (or as one of the Evangeli . 2 
hen,þ he were willing) that a might 7 
he N yet he — added, Nevertheleſs, . * 
168 bc Thine e 4 
-. are e . = 
and] ohn xii. 27. where he Grit acknowledgeth i 
ing he Anguifh of his Spirit, notu ig m 3 | 
De troubled, which would ſeem ta 5 
hig Kind of Demur, and. whar fpalh I ay; 2 g 
pa Kk I then he goes to deprecate bis Sufferings, Fa-, | 
ome ther, Poo me from this Hour; which be ” 
W. 8 ende but he 4 Eo 
06 UN 
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$ a . 2 * Zife f 60 
on gecbud Thoughts, recal-it i in theſe Words 
- Bur for this Cauſe came ] into the World ; 
e Fat er, glorify thy. Name. 
"Now. we muſt not look on this as any levi- Yall 
| blameable Weakneſs in the blefſea EX} 
_ 12 be knew all along what he Was to Hi 
i utter, and did moſt refolutely undergd it; it: 
i} but ir ſhews udthe unconceiveable weight bee 
und preflure that he was to bear, which being [del 
156. . = fo afHiting and contrary to Nature, he could I ſon 
+ 1 - nor. think 5 without Terror: yet conſider- We 
3 ing the will of So p, and the glory which I 
| * - was to redound to him from chence, he was on 
not only > 5 bur defirous 455 ſuffer i +; lam. 
NOTHER inſtance of his con 
| — 1 — to Go p was, his de-Jwa 
ight in con verſing with him 
| by Prayer, 25 made him e re- Ihe 
w_ * tire himſelf from the World, and with the ſe ve. 
1 Devotion and Pleaſure ſpend whole Bol 
$644] - Ni hts in that heavenly Exerciſe, tho' he did 
1 bad no Sins to conleſs, * but few ſecular to 1 
Amereſte e pray for; which, alas! ate al- Tie. 
1 the only Things that are wont to drive. d 
us to our Devotions: Nay, we may ſay hisſeam 
whole Liſe was a kind of Prayer; a conitaniier } 
= courſe of Communion with Gov : if the S. 2 

3 . not always offering, yet was thef 

Firg 2 nor was ever the bleſ- gr 
ſed . Labpeled with that Dulneſs, ur Te Nai 
| FEY WR which we muſt many tim 25 


vteſtle 


10 


y 
% 


N 7 


U 


"4 
12 = 2 . * 


2 on 
* n 
— 


* 
— 


of 
* 


* 1 LL belore we can be St for t ie 
ds ¶ Exerciſę of Devotion. 8 8 
451 Is the Second place, 1 ſhould ſpeak of © 
ve. Whis Love and Charity toward. His /Ch ari 

ri- Yall len: but he who would _, ad iy 
ed - 7d it, muſt tranſcribe te en. 9 
to Hiſtory of the Goſpel, and comment upon 5 
t; lit⸗ it: for ſearce any thing is recorded to have 


ne or 1 8 5 


ng deligned tor . 
1d I ſome one, or other All his mittty 

er- | Works. were Inſtances of his Goodnefs 16 

ch | well as his Power; and they benefit + aff I 
as on whom they wrought, as well 

lamazed the Be olders. His Charity bear = 
nis {confined to his Kindred, or Relations; 8 4 
le- [was all his K indneis wa HowWed Up in the Eu 
im Idearments of that peculiar Friendſhip which of 
re-Jhe carried toward the beloved Diſcip 51e | 1 
he every one Wis bis Friend who bin Ai * 
ole 177 commands, J ohn xv. 4 and c Ma 
he did rhe Will of ts Facrher, the fame "was 


lar ſto him 4s þis . en SM - fo. = 


a - * 4 ER 


— Roman 8 nts 
called the 11 
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©” "The Life of GOD. 
4 = that never any departed from him with 
[ Ea heavy. Countenance, that rich Z 
Toath er x, who was try to beat. 
that the Kingdom of Heaven ſtood at ef E 
" bigh zu Rate, wo that he could not ſaveſſfo 
4 bis Soul and bis Money too, And cer- Im 
4 i | tainly it troubled our Saviour, to fre, 
_ that when. a Price was in his Hand to get 
= he ba er Hear rot £ 
appeared in his firſt Ad: 
. Pp procured ſome Kind- 
b; r it is ſaid, and Fe/as, 
.- beholas bim, loved him : But muſt he, 
for "his Sake, cut out a new Way to Hea- 
ven, and alter the Nature of Things, which 
make it e, that 4 covetous Man 
WR ſhould be happ : W 
1 A — — Ann hae ian en of bi ge l 
_ wh could a. A5 the monrous Ingrati- 
dae and. Difimulation of that Milcreans 
15 4 n betrayed Him, in na harſher Terms 
2 2 55 * berrayeſt thou the Son of 
g Kiſs ? What farther Evidence 
iF * iN ire of his fervent and unbound- 
4 m7 Char , than that his willingly laid 
SU. : = his even. for his moſt bitter Ene- 
N We Y 8 rin his Pray 5 with his 


in the Soul of Man. 2 


zith Tas Third Branch of the 5 
ich Divine Life is Purity, which, Hi 1 Puri ity, | 
earfias I ſaid, confiſts in a neglect of worldly © 
ſo Enjoyments and Accommedations, in @ re- 
aveſ ſolute enduring all ſuch Troubles as we 
cer - meet with in the doing of our Duty. Now 
fee, ſurely, if ever any Perſon was wholly dead 
et to all the Pleaſures of the natural Life, it 
18 was the bleſſed Iss us, who ſeldom taſted | 
Ad. them when they came in his Way; 'butine- . - 
nd: ver ſtept out of Chis Road to ſeck them. Tho-!“ 
as, Ihe allowed others the Comforts of Wedlock, 
he, and honoured Marriage with his Prefencez 
lea yet he choſe the ſeverity of a Virgin life, oY 
nichl never knew the nuptial Bed: and tho'# 4 
land the ſame Time, he ſupplicd the want 
Wine with a Miracle, yet he wou 
eſs, work one for the Relief of -his own Hangs | 
j Jin the Wi ſo gracious and divine 
was the T of his Saul, in allowing 8 
to others ſuch Fawful Gratifications as him- 
ſelf thought to abſtain fromgſtand — ＋ 
cel plying not only their more extreme and 9 
nd. |fing Neceflities, but alſo their ſmaller led * 
laid |confiderable Wants. 5 many times 2 
ne- lof our Saviour's Sighs and Groabs, 
ks Tears; but never that he laught, _ 
ath once that he rejoyced in Spirit; 10 chat £5 A 
whole. Life, did exactly anſwer that - 
given of him by t Propher of. A 
d, hat dena a Man of Sorrows and a- I 
.C - quainred” 


bose 


— 
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Fee wirb Grid. Nor were the Trou. 
& and Diſaccommodations of his Life o ſpe 
. ther than Matters of choice; for never didi Bre 
F. there any appear on the Stage of the Worldſ in! 
with greater Advantages to have raiſed him -· to 
ſiell to the higheſt ſecular Felicity. He whole 
dauld bring together ſuch a rodigious num- I ſpe 
ber of Fiſhes; — his Diſci Os es Net; and atſ ete 
anether Time receive that Tribute "from 4] up 
„Fish, which he was to pay to the Temple 
| taight eaſily have r himſelf the ric 
Perſon in the World 5 nay, without any Me 95 
1 ney be could have maintained an Armyl hu 
powerful enough to have juſtled Cœſar outſ tir 
Dl his Throne, having oftner than once fed] in 
eee Thouſands with a few Loa ves andl as: 
mall Fiſhes; but to ſhew how:ſmall Eſterm ms 
 hehad of all | che kee, in the World, 
* heichoſe to live in ſu poor a n 4 Con 
i un. that though the Foxes had Holes 
1 rhe Birds f be Air had Neſts; yet| 
ve who was Lord und Heir _ all . 
+ Bad: nor -xbereon To lay h 
tt the Courts of Princes, nor af 
che Arquaintance or Converſe of grea 
z but being re the Son of a Car 
Penter, he had+Fiſher-men and ſũch —.— 
; P People for his Companions, and live 
ut ſuch 4 Rate as ſuited with we 
ee 9 e .4!; <6 004 
3a fe ho hf de N 


«of o 7 * 4 
lb A hb & * - F 4.4 . N - 4 # * 
ICY * "by ji — „ III A 
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"Ce i rhe S af" Mai * * Ry 
* ge rags aght aware 2 
8 of his Humility; the la > 4 
di Branch of che Divine Lite, where- rr 
orldſ in he was a moſt eminent Pattern ñr 1 
im- Ito us, that we might learn / bim ro he. A 
whoJ week and lowly in Heart. I all nat now 
um-J ſpeak of that infinite Condeſcenfion-of the 
d atſ eternal Son of r king our Nature 
m 49 upon Him; but, onl * &- on our: Savi: 
Plc) gur's lawly\and bumble Deportment, While 
was in — — none of tha 
Mo- Sins and Imperſections, which; may juſtly: + 
"my bumble che beſt of Ven; but he was 10 em- 
out! tirely ſwallowed up with a deep Senſe uf the 
fed} infinite Perfections of Gon, thathe appeared 
andſ as nothing in his own Eyes; I mean; ſo far, 4 
em #nbe:was a Cicature. Le conſidered thoſm 
id emincht Perſections which ſhined a his ble 
ſed Soul, aa: not his own; but the Giſts orf 
Gon; and theretore aſſumed nothing tor 4 
{| himſelf for them, bit; with the profoundeſt- © 
Humihey renounced; all: Pretences to them: 
Hence did he refuſe that ordinary Rr Hoe 3s 
lation of Gobd Maſter, when addreſi u xa 1 
| humin Natute by one who i frm was i . 
norant of his Drvinity; Why calleſt thou * 
del good ? rbere is none good, bur: GOD oniivd ." 
ec As if be had ſaid; the Goodnels of an] 
elf Creature (and luch only thou takeſt me tot 
Ide) is nt worthy to be named or taken non 
Nx —_— 2 2 h. 18 in argweVgaY 
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A of his miraculous Power for Vanity 

Oſtentation; he would nor the ca- 
 riofity of che Fes with a — Hea- 
ven, - ſome. prodigious Appearance in the 
Air; nor wauld follow th the Advice of his 
- Countr bee Kindred, who would have 
- bad all his great Works performed in the 
Eyes of the World, for gaini af _ 
©: greater Fame; but when du C had 
3 Fee the Relief of the miele 
4 umility made bim many Times enjoin 
the eee of the Miracle; and w 
& the Glory of Gov, and the Defign for which: 
3 — into the World, required the Publi- 


E eation. of them, he aſcribeth the Honour of 
all to his Father, telling them, Thar of 
Hun be was able to do norbing. 
I cannot inſiſt on all the Inſtances of _ 
mili in his De towards Men | 
wi wing himſclf when they would 4 
. made Ir his T not only 
iY e hit y Years): Kh his Submil⸗ 
| 1 i —— NS which 
the Hiftory of his -holy. recorded 
oſe who converſed with 1 is full of 
a be as theſe: And indeed the ſeri- 
ous and attentive Study of it, is the beſt 


a 
& 
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andi eſſentially Good. He never made ve 


. to get . wein 
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| EO auf Me 83 
Jſe Hall che other Parts of Religion, which 1 have” 3 
been endeavouring to deſcribe.” - | 
u- Bur. now! that'L may leſſen: your Trous 
a- ble6f reading a long Letter by making ſome 
be [| Pauſes' in it; let me here ſubjoin a Prayer 
his that migbt be proper, when one, who had. 
formally entertain d ſome falſe . of 4 
mai s to en what 1 ir is- 


= . . 
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Fay 74 
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8 — Pp N * Y E K ; 
—— cal Me; 2#ſty; Author K 
and Fountain of Bein — Bleſſedneſs, 
1 whois do we poor — know* 1 
of thee; or the Way 238 pleaſe thee l. A 
We talk of-Religion and pretend unto it 
but alas l how 5 are there that Lose 
4 and conſider what it means + How easily 
„do we miſtake the Affections of our Na- 
«ture, and Iſſues of Self-love, for thoſe di- 
« vine Jeremy e gte can. render us 
acceptable in b lt may A 28 
grieve me to conſiderj that L hoi 
wandred fo long, and contented r 5 
often —— _ — and falfe - 
ges ot a ehpion ; I ca 
| e Frey. nes} r, 
who-lias- been pleaſed in ſome Mæaſure &, | 
open 8 and let me ſee bak ir 8 
5 8 S «ar —„ 
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4 Aab s bich Lougght to aim. 1 rejoice to con- ch 
A fider, what mighty Improvements my Na- of 
(ture 1 capable of, and what à divine I gr 
„ Temper of Spirit doth ſhine in thoſe | ſh 
hom — art pleaſed to chuſe, and cauf- | fad 
eſt to approach unto thee. Bleſſed be ne 
«thine inßznite Mercy, who ſenteſt © thine | ho 
'« n Son to dwell 2mon — and inſtruct tei 
ne! 
he: 
cul 
ord 
the 
= 


( them by his Example, as well as his 
33 giving them a perfect Pattern of 
1 « what they ought to be. O! that the ho- 
"Wa AP Life of the bleſſed Jus vs may be al- 
ways in my Thoughts, and before mine 
4% BYE yes, till | receive a deep Senſe and Im- 
— Ing of thoſe excellent Graces that | w 
ined fo eminently in him, and let me Dit 
* never ceaſe my Endea vours, till that che 
* ene and divine Nature prevail in my [a ſp 
Soul, ps Lenzen be formed within Ua 
5 me. 5 ; 1 and 


they 


2 C ND * my e. Tilende, having are 
5 5 Akobered. Nature of true Reli-- I 
bart; F.- before I any near 


2 b 5 — it will not. perhaps Vie 
3 ey and Ad. be unfit! to fix our Medita - ſſe. 
buantage of © tions a little- on the Excel-|were 
\ Religion, © _ lency and Advantages» of -it,jec 2 
3 "that . way de excited. tc 

„ 5 "IG | , 5 2 f | 15 


ne 
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. |they are ſtirred by more divine I 
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mi te Soul of Man. * 
the more vigorous es ny ere 5 
of thoſe Mebods whereby we may attain fo _ 
I great a Felicity. But, alas! what Words 
Mall we find to expreſs that inward Satis 
T faRtion, thoſe hidden Pleaſures which can 
never be-rightly.: underſtood, but by thoſe - 
holy Souls who feel them ? A * ins 
termeddleth not with their Holi- 
nels is the right Temper, the vigorous and 
healthful Conſtitution of the Soul; its Fa. 
culties had formerly been enfeebled and dif- 8 
ordered; ſo that they could not exerciſe 
their natural Funktions ; it had wearied it- 
felt with endlets toffings and rollings, and 
was never able to find any Reſt: now that 
Diſtemper being removed, it feels itſelf — 5 
there is a due Harmony in its Faculties, and 
a ſprightly Vigour po h every Part; the 
Underitanding- can ""Jikern what is 4 
and the Will can cleave unto it; the A 
fections are not tied to the Motions of Senſe, 
and the Influence of external Objects 5 but 
tons, 4 
are touched by a Senſe of inviſible Thin # 
Lr us. deſcend, if you pleaſe, into 0 
nearer and more particular N 


View of Religion, in thoſe -The  Extellen- 5 


ſeveral Branches of it which cy 'of Divine *. 
were named-before : Let us Love. 

uſider that Love and At- Wel Jab, 221 
"va wat... Lk Hy, % 20" "657 i ſection 4 
E ben 14 16. e 


. A . 


NOR 


== De Late: of GOD © 
ſeddien wherewith hol Souls are 0 
2 Gon, that we ma. what Ex 
and Felicity is inv ben ig. it. Love is that 
powerful and prevalent Paſſion, by which 
all the Faculties and Inalinationa of the Soul 
are determined, and on which both its: Per- 


Dy che Object of ite Love; he who: loveth 
mean and; Jordid: Things, — be 


placed Affection, doth- advance ant improve 
© the Spirit unto a Conformity w 
 feRtions which it loves. The Im Images of theſe 
. 20 frequently preſent themſel ves unto * 
- Mind, and by a ſecret Force and E 


begin to reſemble them, not only in the more 
- conſiderable, Inftances of their. De portment, 


1 
13 
* 
i 


5 


cheat which we call tbeir Mien and Air; 
and certainly, we ſhonld as well tranſeribe 
the Virtues and inward Beauties of the Soul, 


> 
A = 


4 
Z 
} 
'q 0 Love. But now, a alt the Creatures we 


— 5 
: 


fſection and Ha ppineſs depend. The Worth | 
and Excellency 22 Soul is to be mea fured þ; 


coe baſe and vile; but a noble and well I 
ith the Per- ' 


into the very. Conſtitution 7 5 Mir 
Saul, and" n faſhion it unto their þ 
_ewn Likeneſs 3 hence we may ſee, how ea- | 
lily Lovers or Bernds do flide into the Imi- thy 
tation of the Perſons whom they affect; . 

and bow, even before they are aware, they fi 


bot alſq in their Voice and Geſture, and ). 


if they. were the Otyet and Motive of our þ 
_—_ have their Mixture and. Al- her 


F * * Fo 22 i 1. 701 oy 71 boy, Tp 


, . „ 29 ä 
in the Soul of Man: 33 
oy, we are always in hazard to be ſullied: * 
and corrupted. lacing our Affection on 
at them: Paſſion oth eaſily blind our Eyes, 
ah BG that we firſt approve, and then imitate” © 
ul he Things that are blameable in them. The 
true Way to improve and ennoble our Souls, 
ch be by fixing our Love on the divine Perſec- 
ed tions, that we may ha ve them always before 
th ſus, 'and derive an Impreſſion of them on our 
©: elves, and bebolding - wirh open Face as 
ell n 4 Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, we may 
ve pe changed into the ſame Image from Glory: . 
er- oe oy : He who with a rous and ho. 
lc y Arobition, hath raiſed his Eyes toward 
be hat uncreated Beauty and Goodneſs, and 
ixed his Affection there, is quite of another 


ber chan the reſt of the World, and cannot 
ut infinitely diſdain all mean and unwor--- 
hy Things; will not entertain any low or 
To Thoughts, which might diſparage his 
igh and noble Pretenfions. Love id the 
teſt and moſt excellent 2 1 
aſters of; and tbereſore it is Folly an 
1 beftaw it unwortbily': it is, in- 
:d the only Thing we can call gur nn, 
her Things may be taken from us by Vio- 
ace; but none can raviſh our Loe: if 


r Love, we give all, ſo far as we make” 


— 


pirit, of a mote excellent and heroick Tem 


ing elſe be counted ours, by giving 
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EF 46. Tous dyrh in aimauner give GO D[th 
| uote himſelf, by the Complatency it tale he 
ua. asi and Per fetFion of his Ne 
tief Bat tho! this may ſeem too 
eee, certainly Lore A 


— 


; © poln 41 186 genuine propev Qbje 
= and inſihuate where: it ought to be placed - 


h * 1 350 of + Paſſton; are the Ba 
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ier were in his 


n 
u 
E + 1 bar 45 5 ae "Nay: fince. I 


Find of the Giyer, e "re 
9 4 by che Event, but by the . 
3 -he-who Joveth, may, in ſome Senſe at 
be Rig, not only to beſtow-all that he harh, 
Wed Nees 96 ole” Which may make the 

0 "4 ; . he doth — it 
wilat lage wo toally give them | 
1 hw, Power: In which-Senfeſ © 
it is, that ono makes bold to ſay, That Bi an 


ira” 


95 


we can offer unto Gop, and it is ex 


= - "eh debaled when we bellow: it.anothet — 


Win this. Action i is] ;callpleced; 1 
dach often-yeur e Expreſſion — 
a 


he my and blaſphæmous Terme 


wherein Men do ſometimes _ 
V. 


thak / Affection which was made and deñ 5 
ear Cop: As he. h ig acouſtomad 


N TY! a poke T 


in the Soul of Man. 5 
0 una wares accoſt another with thoſe Titles he 
by | was wont to give to him: But, ar 
ace that . which /acequnterh-its' 
cir] Deity, 2 75 t to be-beſtowed on him e | 
not really is ſo j thoſt unlimated Submiſſions 
che Which would debaſe the Soul, if directed wW 
ne] any other, will exalt and ennoble it, when 
h, placed here: Thoſe Chains and "Cords o 
the Love, are infinitly more glorious than = 
ti · {berty it {elf r This Slavery is more 
em, Ithan all the E in the World. 
nfcl © Ad Aix, as Divine Love doth” advanie - 
— and elevate the Soul; ſo it is Te A 4 
chat alone which can make 4 2 7 
250 app = the hi and moſt ages 
ravi Pleaſures, the moſt vine Love. 
Ne id an ſubſtantial Delights, that Humm 
70 LNatare is capable of, are thoſe . ef 
; ex|from the Endearments of & well. 
ther fucceſsful Affection. That whi frm > $5 
Love, and makes it ordinatly a very obe 
I i ſome and hurtful Paſſion, is the placing it 2 
ion on thoſe who have not worth enough to de- 
2 it, * = Gratitude to” _ 
* ure it, or w A may deprive | 
= 0 the Pleaſure of their 8 or their 
IMiſerics occaſſon our Trouble, To all theſe 
5 oj Evils are they expoſed, whoſe chief and u- - 
225 


Ir Affection is placed on Creatures like 

mlelves; bur the eh my delivers - © 
eur all. 2 1 f 
an - a ne ; riser, 


þ + 6 The Life of TOD' 
5 BY FtaTx. 1 ſay, Love . 
able, and full of Trouble and 
2 The Worthof. Diſquietude, when eng. i 
be. Objet?. not * and Excellency e 
nough in the Ob; 
; os Vaſtneſs of its Capacity : 
violent a Paſſion cannot but fret and 
ment the Spirit, when it finds not << 9 
'Y 2 to ſatisſie its Cravings ; and indeed ſo 
and unbounded is, its. Nature, that it 
be extremely pinched, and ſtra itned, 
conſined to any W hg Nothing be- 


= 
* 


Fer 
teich it ſelf, and exert its Vigour and Ac- 


E or ſothe Imall Degrees ot Goodneſs, to match 
dcr ſarisſie à Paſſion which was made for 


b | r Rival, and do not; defire that others ſhould 
© approve their Paſſion by imitating it: They 


toanſwerf} 
. ot | 


an infinite Good can afford it room to. 


tivity. What is a little Skimdeep Beauty, 


Fo dea re, to embtace an infinite Good? 
No wonder Lovers do ſo hardly ſuffer anyl- 


know the. ſcantineſs and narrowneſs of the 


2 EF Good which they love, that it cannot ſuffice 
Tao, being in Effect too little lor One. 
3 occa ſioneth Fealouſy , which is cruel as the 
= _ Grave; the Coals whereof, are Coals of Fire 
ol which hath. a moſt violent Flame. 


Bu r divine Love hath no mixture of thi 


© Gall;, when once the Soul is fixed on that 
x 5 and All luſhczent Good, it * | 


— | 7 


— 


Hence Love which is firong as Death, 


77 8 eS Son mr WY E. 20 7 Mer — 


uf but maſter and o 
4 all its Love to be too faint and 
; for ſuch a noble Object, and is only 
that it can command no more. It wi 
Jr the Flames of a Ser 


ſtance of the Whole 
aud Men would ebontur with iran the Ami- 
tation und Low of thoſe inäier kran ions. | 


ble, when it miſſech 4 fuir 
b able Return of 1 
— * 'the — — * 


we van beſtow jk of 
png neo in eye e 975 
it we have; And Wette it muſt 


ſpiſed, that the Preſent which one hach j, 


thi: 
that 
def 


deteliction, a wandering out öf or ele: 


"38 the Sn} of Man. „ | 
fo much Perſection and Griodneſs, as Aoth 


not only anſwer and farisfie its Affection, F 
it too: It finde 


n longs hr 


the Tithe when it ſhall. be whoHy melted © 


and deffolved into — 4 and becauſe it 


it defires the Aſſi- 
— tat Angels 


can do fo little it ſelg 


Akt, Love i accompanied wich Trou- 


„ eee 7 | 
Ln 
fo de Ve- 


needs be afflicting to find ſo great a Giſt de- 


of his whole Heart, cannot t prevafl to obtain 
any Returh. petſect Love is i kind Selk. 5 


it is a kind of voluntary heath wherein the 


Lover dies to himſelt, and all his on- 
tereſts, not thinking of them, nor catigg-for 
them any'mote, and minding nothing but 
How he may pleaſe and gratific the Party . | 
© pages loves: 13% ry he W $ 


s 


38 © _ The Life of GOD 
unleſs he meets with reciprocal Affection; 
he neglects himſelf, if the other hath no 
2 to him; but it he be be ved; he i 
revived, as it 'were, and liveth in the Soul 
and Care of the Perſon whom he loves; 
and now he begins to mind his own Concern- r 
ment, not ſo much becauſe they ate his, a 
becauſe the Beloved is pleaſed to own an In · I i 
tereſt in them: he becomes dear unto himſelf, 1, 
: becauſe he is ſo unto the other. f 
a 
* 
m 


= Bur why ſhould I enlarge i ok f known 
2 Matter, my can be more elear than 
that the Happineſs of Love depends on the 
Return it meets with; and — 5 the Di. 
—_ Lover hath unſpeakably the Advan- 
$ baving placed his Ac den on him 
13 Nature is Love, whoſe Goodneſs is a5 
© Infinite as bis Being, whoſe Mercy preyented 
us when we were his Enemies, therefare 
| anno chuſe but embrace us when we are 
become his Friends. It is utterly impoſſible 
„ that Gop ſhould deny his Love to a Sou 
w wholly\devoted to him, and which defir 
$  - nothing ſo much as to ſerve and pleaſe him 
be cannot diſdain his on Image, nor the 
Heart in which it is engraven: Love 1 7 
2 Tribute which we can 1 5 him, and 
is the Sacrifice which he will not deſpi 1 
Another n diſturbs the P eaſun 
Love, and renders. i it a mi 


> I | The + preſence W unquiet a 


WY 


| 
1 


7 


thoſe we Love. It is not ed Perſon. 
without a ſenfible Affliction that Friends do 
part, tho' for ſome little Time; it is fad 


ru. ¶ delightful ; our Life becomes tedious, being 
aſpent in an impatient Expectation of the 
In. ¶ happy Hour wherein we may 
elf but if Death hath made the Separation, /as 
ſome time or other it muſt, 

a" Grief ſcarce to be parellel'd by all the 


sho have placed their Love on him who 


taeir Soul loveth; and this makes the dark» 
4 eſt Priſon, or wildeſt Deſert, 
portable, but delightful to them. 
In fine, a Lover is miſerable, if the Perſon 
whom he loveth be ſo; they 
J who-have made an Exc 
of Hearts by Love, get there- Love makes 
by aa Intereſt in one ano- ws 
ther's Happineſs and Miſery : 
and this makes Love a trou- 
on Earth. The moſt Fortunate Perſon hath 


a in the Soul of un. 
Abſence and Separation from of the lelov- 


to be deprived of that Society which is ſo 


is occaſions” 
Misfortunes of human Life, and wherein we 
ff may pay dear enough for the Comforts f 
; jg Pg But O how happy are thoſe,  ? 
2 
can never be Abſent from them! they ned 
but open their Eyes, and they ſhall every 
where behold the traces of his Preſence . 
and Glory, and converſe with him whom 


not only ſup- 


The divine 

24e 
er = 
ppineſs. 


3 * | Grief |} 


meet again; 
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40 De Lie ; O 
Stief enough to mat the Tranquilli of his 
Friend, and it is hard to hold it ED when 
wee are attacked on all Hands, and tuffer not 
e only in our own. Perfob, but in dnather's. 
Bur if God were the Qbje& of our Love, we 
; ood. ſhare in an infinite Happineſs with- 
aut any Mixture or poſſibility of Diminu- 
tion: ue ſhould Rejoyce to bebokd the Glory 
of God and receive Corafurt and Pleaſure 
from: all the ; whetewith Men and. 


| | uc bim. It ſhould delight us, 


nd all Expreſſion, to conſider — the 
$= ved of our Souls is infinitely Happy in 
" himlelf and that all. his Enemies cannot 
ſhake or unſettle his Throne; hat onr God 


2 it in the ene: and doth whatſoever be 


þ ak 


1 -Bznord, an what fare Foundations his 
— ine ſs is built, whoſe Saul is poſſeſſed 


divine * eh N ir ere 
;the. Will od, and whoſe greate 

2 is, that his Maker ſhould be pleaſed ! : 

ene the. Reſt, the gatisſa cxiun that 

. attendeth. ſuch a'temper of Mind E 

J Wa. Ar an inſinite Pleaſure muſt it 9 
doe, chus, as it it were, to loſe 

te that lows ourt lves in him, and be ing 


ng: ſenſe ol bis Good: 


3 of mers, 
5 Ayers Dees D — ourſelves a liy- 
1 Baie a ing Secrifice, a hva qs aſcend. 
=... — ing unto him in N of 


; 5 | — m—_—_ - Love, l 8 


nds ers up in the over- fig 
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Love. Never doth a Soul know what foli&s | 
oy and ſubſtantial Pleaſure is, till once, 
eing weary of itſelf, it renounce all Propri- 
ety; give itſelf up unto the Author of its 
being, and feel itſelf become an hallowed 
and devoted Thing, and can ſay, from an 
inward Senſe and Feeling, My beloved is 
Mine, (I account all his Injereſt mine own) © 
and I am his : I am content to be any Thing 
for him, and care not for myſelf, but that T | 
may ſerve him. A Perſon, moulded into 
this Temper, would find Pleaſure in all le 
Diſpenſations of Providence; temporal En- + 
ot ¶ joyments would have another reliſh, when 
cd he ſhould taſte the divine Goodneſs in them, 
be || and confider them as Tokens of Love ſent by 
Izhis deareſt Lord and Maker: And Chaſtile- + - 
dis ments, tho' they be not Jyous, but grievous, © © 
cd | would hereby loſe their Sting, the Rod as 
ed well as the Staff would comfort him: He 
eſt would ſnatch a Kiſs from the Hand that was 
d! ſmiting him, and gather Sweetneſs from that 
gat Severity: Nay, he would rejoice; that tho? 

God did not the Will of ſuch a worthleſs + 
and fooliſh Creature as himſelf, yet he did 
is own Will, and accompli ſhed his own 
Defigns, which are infinitely more holy and 
- Iwile. PIE e 
[Tun Exereiſes of Religion, which to 
others are infipid and tedious, | 
: 0 yield the higheſt Pleaſure The Duties | 

EE... I's _ 14 
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k a_ . f GOD | 
* 2 eligion. and Dflight to Soul poſſef- 
. Hebt. fed with divine Love; they 
r te jaiee "When they are called 
0 80 up ta the Horſe of the 
Lond. that they may ſee his Pouer and ns 
- Glory, as. they have fermerly ſeen it in the 
- Sernituary, + bey never think themſel ves 
d happy, as when, having retired from the 
World, and gotten; free from the Noiſe and 
Hurry of Affairs, and ſilenced all their cla- 
worous Paſſions; (thoſe troubleſome Gueſts 
within) they harre placed themſelves in the 
i Preſence of Goch and entertain Fellow ſhip 
and Communian with him: They delight 
* e adore his Perfect ions, and recount his Fa- 
Yours; and to proteſt their Affection to him, 

2 — —.— him a thoufand Times that they love 
y out their Troubles or Wants be- 

fre bm, and diſburden their Hearts in his 
-Repentance itſelf is a delightful 
. when it floweth from the Principle 
ef Love; there is a ſecret Sweetneſs which I. 
2 n thoſe Tears of Remorſe, thoſe | 6 
moeltings and relentings of a Soul returning un- It 
0 God, and lamenting its former Unkindneſs.. ne 
The Severities of a holy Liſe, and ar 
eonſtant Watch which we are are "obliged to t 
keep over our Hearts and Ways, are very 


Wn troublefome to thoſe who are only ruled and 
* acted by an externa] Lau, and have no 0 Law 


, * 7 F hy 
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keep out ever 
Kha and 5 


the Beloved's —— wy is ingevvaus in 


diſcaovering what will be moſt grateful and 


acceptable unto him: It makes Moctification., 
and SelE denial change their harſh and dreads 
ful Names, and become eaſy, enn * 
lightſul Thing... 

Bur | end this Part of my "Lenin fee 
dane. — deſignecꝭ (indeed who woulc 


ted to dwelt on ſo pleaſant a 
W 7 T Hal endea vour to compeniate it 


by Broviry in the other Points. 


Tr x next Branch of the Divine Life. 


is an univerſal] Charity and 


Love: The Excellency ot this The Races. ff 


Grace will be eafily acknow- kency of Chas - 


kdged ; for what can be more vit. Y 


noble -and generous than a 
Teart — to embrace the whole World, 


whoſe Wifhes and De ſigns are levelled at "WE 


good and welfare of the Univerſe, which 


eonſidereth every Man's Intereſt as iis 6? 
He who loveth his Neighbour as bimſelf, 

can never ett tn. andy bale, or, injurious. } 
| N , 
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Thought, or be wanting in Expreſſions of 
Bounty : He had —.— ſuffer a thouſand 
Wrongs, than be guilty of one; and never 
accounts himſelf happy, but when ſome one 
or other hath been benefited by him : The 
Malice or Ingratitude of Men is not able to 
reſiſt his Love: He overlooks their Injuries, 
and pities their Folly, and overcomes their 
Evil with Good; and never defigns any other 
Revenge againſt his moſt bitter and malici- 
© ous Enemies, than to put all the Obligations 
he can upon them, whether they will or 
== not. Is it any wonder that ſuch a Perſon be 
 reverenced and admired, and accounted the 
= Darling of Mankind? This inward Good- 
neſs and Benignity of Spirit reflects a certain 
Sweetneſs and Serenity upon the very Coun- 
tenapce, and makes it amiable and lovely: 
= It infpireth the Soul with a noble Reſolu- 
tion and Courage, and makes it capable of 
enterprizing andefte ting the bigheſt Things. 
FThoſe heroick Actions which we are wont to 
= rad with Admiration, have, for the moſt 
Part, been the Effects of the Love of one's 


efficacious. 
Ac, as Charity flows from a noble 
=. _  andexcellent Temper, fo it is 
= The Plea- accompanied with the greateſt 
g = * 228 | Sa- 


_— 
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Satisfaction and Fleaſore : It ul that at · 9 
delights the Schl to fect ittelf n #6, 
thus enlarged, and to he del k 2 
vered from thoſe di\quieting as well Il as de- 
ſormed Pe ſſiums, Malice, Hatred, and Fay; 
and become gentle, ſweet and benign. Had 
I my: choice of all Things that kt — 2 
to my preſent F<licuy, . 1 would pitch upon _ ³ 
this, to have my, Heart paſſeſſed with 


greateit e Affection towards a 


Men in the World. I am ſurr this would 
make me partake in h Happineſs of 
others; their inward i, nd. out- 


ward Profperity ; every Thing that 450 , 
neſit and Tach mon. — afford Ter F 
” Comfort and Be ve, And tho“ 1 fhould —4 
A iraguently meet with Occaſions of Grief an 
; | Compaſſion, yet there is a Sweetneſs in C 
Imiſeration, which makes it inf nite ly more 
p | defireable than a ſtupid Inſenſibility: And. , 
the Conſide tation of that infinite Goodneſs - 
and Wiſdom which gaverns the Works might 
repreſs any exceſſivg Trouble far par 3 
Calamities that happen jn it: And the, "W 
* or een of Mens Aſte 155 * 
gh t moderate their Sorrow for. 
pee 3 N w ode 
Leo njoyment of God, that ardent 
— Aﬀection L blefſed 
Scale do embrace one another, is juſily to be 
N — a4 the g grepteſt Feliity of thoſe Re, 
gions AY 
ww 


—— 
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gions above; and did it univerſally prevail 
in the World, it would antieipate that Blef- 
ſedneſe, and make us taſte of the Joys of 
Heaven upon Barth. * 
' Twar which I named as a third Branch 
of Religion was Parity; and 
- The excel- you may remember I deſcribed 
'  lency. of it to confiſt in a Contempt of 
Purity, ſenſual Pleafures, and reſolute- 
neſs to undergo thoſe Troubles 
| and Pains we may meet with in the Perfor- 
mance of our Duty Now, the naming of 
. this may ſuffice to recommend it as a moſt 
* Doble and/excellent Quality. There is no 
1 ſo baſe, as that whereby a Man be- 
; comes a Drudge to his own Luſts; nor any 
P ſo glorious, as that which is ob- 
- fined over them. Never can that Perſon 
be capable of any Thing that is noble and 
4 who is ſunk in he groſs and feculent 
Pleaſure of Senſe, or bewitched with the 
ght and airy Gratifications of Fancy; but 
the relipiouy Soul is of a more ſublime and 
e i wee nals fo 
| y 4 higher Things, and ſcorns to ſtep afide one 
Foot out of the Wa ays of, Holineſs, for Ge 
21 3 obtaining any of theſe. - 
__ Ap this Purity jowcompandel Wich a 
by great deal of Pleaſure; hat- 
| ' TheDilights fever defles the Soul, di_ 
* affords. ſturbs it too; all impure De. 
5. * bave a how. in them 


gs. , and 
* 9 1 8 ” an R „ * F 


iu ibe Soul of Man. 2 
_ leave gSmart and Trouble behind them; 
Exceſs and Intemperance, and all inordinate 
Luſts, are ſo much Enemies to the Health 

* the Body, and the Intereſts of this pre- 
ſent Liſe, t at a little Conſideration might 
oblige any rational Man to forbear them on 
that very Score; and if the religions Perſon ⁶ 
go higher, and do not only abſtain from nox- | 
10us Pleaſures, but ne Ie thoſe that are 
innocent,” this js, not ky 4 look'd upon as a- 
ny violent and uneaſie Re ra int, but 2 A 
Effect of better Choice, 5 their Min | 
are taken up in the Purſuit of more ſublime N 
and: refined E ſo that they cannot 
— concerned i ans t ME 5 any Perſon that is en- 
| 0.11 6 YH 50 and palionate ee 
— y ſorget his or ratißcatiags, 
- will. be little Curious aden Be or „ 


ily Eaſe, or the Divertifements he was 


wonted to delight in! Na wonder then, 1 
Souls overpowered with Divine J. oο 


ſpiſe Inferiour Pleaſurce, and ſts almoſt rea, ready 1 


grudge the Body its neceſſary Att | 
5 the common Accommodation A Li Life, 4 


Jclgiag all theſe Impertinent to cir main i 


, Happineſs, and thoſe higher Enjoyments 
they are, purſuing. | As — the n 
. they may meet with, they rejoice in them, 
as Opportunities to exeroiie 4 and teſtify their 
Affection: And fince they are able rn ſo 


wh for. Goa, they are Bad of fs Honour 


* 
£46 wo 2 
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1 Tun laſt —— Religion, is Hum. 
_ uy s and however to vulgar vi 
| The. Excel and carnal Byes, this may bu 
Tuer of Hu. 4 r an ab} — baſe and oft 
| l, -Arfficable Quility, yet really ou 
E the Soul of Manis not capable a 
e icber and more noble Endewchent: the 
It is a filly Ignorance that begets Pride but cel 
Humility ariſes from a nearer Acquaintance ] 
With excellent Things, which keeps Mena 

5 - di doatmy on Ttifles, dt adimiring-them-J a 
ſelves becaule of Fore tty Attainments. 
Noble and well-edocated Souls, have ho fac Tr 
*high-Opmion of Riches, Beauty; Strength, | wi 
"and otber ſuch like Advantages, as to value to, 

4 themſel ves for them, or deſpiſe thoſe that 

Want them: And a8 for inward Worth and 
cite Govdne's, the Senſe they have of the 
Bie ine Perfe&ions, rhakes thern think! very 
- « meanly of any Thing they have hitherto at- 
"tain'd, and be all endeavouriiig to ſur · ry 
mount themſelves,” and make © bearer ap · I tare 
22 thoſe infirice Excellencies which = 
Admire. t 
T know'tiot what Thought People wy Wir 
— of OLDS, but 1 ſee almoſt everyſwil! 
ding to it, and fhunning ſuchſbut 
ns arid Actions as may make them[whe 
to be e Arrogant and Preſumpt aous; mor 

ſo that thoſe who ate moſt de ſirous of Praiſe, [elf 
n * loath nen themiel ves. ragen la 
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are all thoſe Complements and Modes of Ci- 
vility, ſo frequent in our ordinary Converſe, 
but fo many Proteſtations of the Eſteem of 
others, and the low Thoughts we have of 
our ſelves ? And muſt not that Humility be 
a noble and excellent Endowment, when 
at: the very Shadows of it are accounted ſo ne- 
ceſſary a Part of good Breeding? 
AA ix, this Grace is accompanied with 
2 great deal of Happineſs 1 
and Tranquillity: The proud The Pleaſure 

. and. arrogant Perſon. is. a and Sweetneſs 
Trouble to all that converſe of an humble 
with him, but moſt of all un Temper. _ 

luef to himſelf; every thing se. 
bat] nough to yex him; but ſcarce any thing ſuf. 
mdf ficient to content and pleaſe him; he is rea- 
the dy to quarrel with every thing that falls oufſ, 
eryas if he himſelf were ſuch a conſiderable 
at · Perſon, that Go p, Almighty ſhould do ev e- 
ur-Jry Thing to gratify him, and all the Crea,- 
ap-Itares Hea den and Earth ſhould wait 4 
ich ws him, and obey his, Will; the Leaves _ 
fo high Trees do ſhake with every Blaſt of 
nay} Wind; and every Breath, every evil Word, 
ery will diſquiet and torment an 2 Man; 
uchſbut the Humble Perſon hath the Advan 
xm[when he is deſpiſed, that none can thin 
dus more meanly of him, than he doth of him- 
liſe, elf; and therefore he is not troubled at te 
'batPMatter, but can eaſily bear thoſe Reproach- 
arch” = | N E Px FAY vi 
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hich — the other to the Soul ; and 
15 as he is leſs affected with Inju uric pla 


indeed, he i is leſs obnoxious. unto the 
ntentfon which win 45 # Pride, 1 Ne 
Man into àa th Inconveniencies, 10 
which thoſe of a meek and lowly Tem er 
ſelgom meet with. True and genuine Ex 
mility 185 both a Veneration and * its 
| among. all wiſe and diſcerning . Perſons, ¶ Jur 
WW. while Pride defeateth it pwn Deſign, and de- gi! 
pPriseth a Man of that Hondur it makes him qu 
Pretend o L 
Bur as the chief Elercifes of Humility || per 
8 are thoſe which relate el 8 hty Go, er 
Jo theſe ate accompanied ith the greateſt E. 
= = pron and. Sete, Fx e ible alt 
0. F preſe the great Pfeiler In light, aft 
. 5 religious Perſons feel in the loweſt tO 
* *Proftrations of their Soul before Go D, when fot 
= a they ho 7 Lu Uvigy Ma ajeſty a F 
d ok (if I may ) to the 
K 3 . of their Beings, and REM and dil-f / 
| 1 N Gon, 2 Fen 2, 
an ionate Acknowled gment of ci 1 
own. Nothin, onels, and the Shortneſs. and 
5 ImperfeCtions 55 their Attainments; when 
_. they anderſtand the full Senſe and Em phaſis] : 
of the Pl[almiſt's Exclamations, Tord, 8. 
Aan? And can utter it with the ſame 


ion. Never did ny Hauphty and amy | 
| * the, Praiſes a hh hy 
1 8 AY 7 122 r 


6 
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es Iplauſes of Men with 10 much Pleaſure; as 
n; the Humble and Religious do renounce them, 
ys I Not unto us, O Tord, not unto us, but un. 
es, 70 th&ã Name gi ve Ghery, — 
er Tubes I bave re ſomething. of 4 f 
u- Excellencies and Advantage of Religion,” ia 
ve] its ſeveral Branches; but ſhould be very in- 
ns, © jsrious to the, Subject, did [pretend to have 
de- given any Ae Account of it. Let us 2 
im | quaint ourſel vez with it, Ay dear Friend 

6 us aquaint our ſelves with ir, and Ex Ex Rv 
7 Perience will teach us more than all that e 
D, ver bath been ſpe ken or written concern : 
eſt 35 But if we may ſu the Soul wo b 
ble already awake d unto ſome longing Deſfires 

| te = reat a Bleedneſs, it will gu good 
eſt to ive them vent, and Fe ON 


zen in * 2 ie vere? 


nd 
the | 
2 A PRAYER,: 
Cir 
ol oO Gov! wh : 
ny 0 is 4.7 to DK weve; hy ety 
afish © fly baft thou join'd our Duty ye 


ark © together, and cribed that 
Ps «© for-out erty the as — wheteof'is 


* LA N — ſhall ſuch 1 
Worms va to {6 preaFa Hei 
«Wile thou allow Ms raiſe e + 


n | 3 
2 * A 


£4 N 
9 


" 33 "The Life of GOD 
« thee ? Wilt thou admit and accept our Af- 
« fection ? Shall we receive the & 
f thy divine Excellencies,. by deb olding 
„ and admiring them, and partake of thy 
-6 infinite Ble 7 and Glery, by -lov- 
ing thee, and rejoicing in them? 0 
« the Happineis of thoſe Souls that have 
« 2 t 
led their Affection from every narrow 
. particular Good, whoſe e e 
4 2 A + ing are .enlightned by thy holy Spirit, 
C and their Wills enlarged to the " Bxtont of 
* bie, who love = i gf above all Things, 
& and all Mankind for thy ſake ! Lam per- 
. 4 ſwaded, O Gon, I am perſwaded that I 
Im YT, be Gaben, . till my carnal and 


N e Þ 9 e leb 
ride an of m irit u 
; . & ed, and till 12 a, to def! aral. Dor the 


== Mas an ing ing . 5 
„O hen ſhall it when wilt 
. 7 ou come untd *r nd ſatisfy mn Nan 
wr - = with thy Likeneſs, making me holy as 
| « thay art; holy, even in all df Con · 
5 4 verſat ion! Haſt thou given me a Prłoſpect 
FPof o great a Felicity, and wilt thnu not 
bring me onto it ? Haſt thou excited theſe 


4 ſo ſatisfy them? 0 Exch me to do thy 
Will, for thou art £5 on, ty Spirit is 
Food, lead e Land of | Vpright- 


0 


Fetters of Self. love, and diſin - 


PDeſires in my Soul, and wilt thou not. al- 


7 | ** Nets. 
15 415 i 8 
2 * ; | | 


M the” Soul of "Mal 13 
« rieſs. Quicker me, O Lord, for thy Name's 
« ſake, and perfect that which concernethy 
me: Thy Mevey, O Lord, endureth for- 


« ever, forlake not the Works of * own 
ann. 4 eee, 


l . * " — o 

®. 4 o a ? ' 

> 4 * . . 7 8 
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Have hitherto conſidered wherein true 
Religion doth conſiſt, * 
50 how deſirable a Thing The deſpondent = 
jt is; but when one fees Thoughts! of * 
how "infinitely diſtant the 1 neue 
common Temper and Frame azvwaken'd f # 
of Men is from it, he may right Senſe af 
perhup be ready to deſpond, Things. = 
nd give over, and think 1t ID by 
— impoſſible to be ættain'd: He may 
ſit don in Sadneſs, and bemoan himfe)f, 
and (iy in the Anguiſh and Bitterneſt orf 
ut J his Spirit, © They are happy indeed whoſe  * 
ul | «© Souls are awaken'd unto the divine Life 
a | © who are thus renewed in the Spirit of their 
n* | * Minds; but. alas! Lam quite of another 
ct « Conſtitution; and am mor able: td effect ſo 
ot mighty a Change: If oatward Obſervan- 
He | & ces could have done the Buſineſs] I might 
U. „ have hoped to acquit myſelf by Dehigence 
yy | «and: Care; but fince nothing bat r 
15 Nature A Terve the Tum wha 1 
B * to 1 75 I could beſtow all my Gcods 
is He n 


\ 


- '* and Troubles; but 


* * 
iS 


tent, than true Humility in my Spirit: 


W + plc is o enen 
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\ - in Oblations to Gov, or Alms to the 
u poor, but cannot command that Love and 


% Charity, without which this Expence 
& would profit me nothing. * This Gift of 

« Gop cannot be purchaſed with. Money: 
* If a Man ſhould give all the Subſtance 
of his Houſe for Love, it would utterly 
« be contemned: I could pine and macerate 
« my Body, and undergo many Hardſhips 
cannot get all my 


« Corruptions ſtarved, nor my Affections 


=. wholly weaned from earthly - Things : 
There is ſtill forme worldly Deſires lurk- 


ing in my Heart, and thoſe Vanities that 
114 * ſhut out of the Doors, are always 


2 getting in by the- Windows. I am many 

imes convinced of my own Meanneſs, of, 
== hc -Weakneſs of my Body, and the far 
1 ter Weakneſs of my 8 


| oul ; but this 
goth rather beget Indignation and Diſcon- 


And though I ſhould come to think mean- 
6. Iy of myſelf yet I cannot endure that 
others ſhould: think ſo too. In a Word, 
„ when I reflect on my higheſt and moſt 
1 ſpecious Attainments, 1 have Res ſon to 
ry that they are all but the Effects 
« of Nature, the Iſſues of Self. love acting 
„under ſeveral xx : And this Princi- 
5 


5 48 ' | TE br me, 
20. :Þ Cant. viii. N 
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r, 
, vii. 


and ſo deeply rooted in 
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« me, that I can never hope to be delivered 
« from the Dominion of it. I may toſs and 
turn as a Door on the Hinges, but can — 
« yer get clear off, or be quite wire unhin | 
« Self, which is Rill the C 
% Motions : So that all the — [ . 
* draw from the Diſcovery of Religion, is 
but to ſee, at a huge Diſtance, that Feli- 
« city which Lam not able to reach; like a 
„Man in a Ship-wreck, who decerns the. 
Land, and envies the Ha ot thoſe 
«who are there, but thinks it impoſſible wy 
NE gens Pr toe like deſpondin 
N ESE, I ſay, or ſuch li 4 
Thoughts, may ne in the _ F 
Minds of theſe Perſons who The Unreafo- 
begin to conceive ſomewhat nableneſs = 
= of the Nature and Ex- dee 
llency of Religion than be- f 
ſore: They have ſpy'd the Land, 5 — A 
that it is exceeding good, that it floweth 
with Milk and Hony; but they find they 
ha ve the Children of Auak to grapple with, 


many powerful Luſts and ions to 


overcome, and they ſear, they ſhall never 
prevail againſt them. But, why ſhould we 

ive way ta ſuch diſcouragin Suggeſtions ? 
, ſnould we entertain ſuch unreaſonable 
— which damp our Spirits, and weaken 


- our Hands, and augment the Difficulties of 


our Way” * Let us —_— ourlelyes, my 
ane a Fg | 


*-. 
on 

* 

* * 


” 


—— 


% . Zi GOD 
"fear Friend, let us encourage ourſelves wit! 


___ Warfare, for greater is he that i 


don our Enemies: God hath a tender Re- 


ſure in our DeſtruRtion. There is no ſuch 


ſotm of that ever bleſſed Being, whoſe Name 
and Nature is Love. He created us at firſt 
in a happy Condition and now when we 


dne that il mighty to ſave, hath committed 


the Care of our Souls to no meaner Perſon 
than the eternal Son of his Love. It is be 


what Enemies can be too ſtrong for! us, 
Did not the 90n of God come don fem 
bernacle among the Sons of Men, that he 
migbt recover and propagate the divine ld 
| Life, and reſtore the Image of God in their] 


* . Deut. xxXIii. 27. 7 Plalm Ixxxix. 


thoſe mighty Aids we are to expect in thi 


us, than all that can riſe up againſt us 
The eternal God is our Refuge, and un 
derneath are the overlaſting Arms. Le 
us be ſtrong in the Lord, and the Pore 
F bi, Might, for it is he that ſhall rreac 


unto the Souls of Men, and is infinite- 
5 willing to promote their: Welfare: He 
bath conde ſcended to our Weakneſs, and de- 
clared with an Oath, that he hath no Plea- 


Thing as Deſpite or Envy lodged in the Bo- 


ſallen from it, f He bath laid Help u 


that is the Capta in of our Salvation, and 
when we are fighting under his. Batipers ? 


2 


me Boſom/ of his Father, and piteh ha- 


a Souls. 
19. & 


witFouls. All the mighty. Works which he 


' thi 
at 1 edi had, this for their Scope and De- 
tus Wen ſor this did he labour and toil ; for 
| un Wis did he bleed and die: * He was with 


Ze 


erth nothing but Wind, hath be wrought 
Deli verance in the Farth? f Salli 


tri vance of Heaven. ſhould prove > aber 
bat ſuch a mig ghty Undertaking ſhould. 
Fail and miſcarry : It bath — been ef- 
fectual for the Salvation of many Thouſands, 


and our + High Prieſt conti nueth for ever, 
and is alle ro ſave. them to the uttermoſt- 
that come unto God by: hm: He is tender 


; I mitics, and had Experience of our Tempta- 


but, powerful- Breathings ns ſtill moving up 
* ad an. in the World, to quicken and te- 
e | vive. the Souls of _—_ awaken them. 


F Things 
*Ifa. . 18; 19. f ali. 21. 
W 24 25. mr 


and compaſſionate, be. knoweth our Infir- 


in the ul & Mon, . z 
.rformed, all the ſad Afflictions which he 


hi ld, he was in Pain, and hath he brought. - 


Re- Ne not ſee of the Travel of his Soul? Cer- 
ite-ainly it is impoſſible that this great Con- 


: Iwho. were once as far from the Kingdom of 1 
Heaven as we can ſuppoſe ourſelves to be, 


tions, g A bruiſed Reed will be not breakl, 
2 woaking. Fla i be not quench, toll  \ 

he ſend forth Judgment unto Pifery.. He: | 
hath. ſent out his baly Spirit, whoſe ſweet, 


unto. the . and feeling of thoſe divine 


r * LY { 


De Lie of GOD. 
Tings for which they were made, and i 
ready to aſſiſt ſuch weak and languiſhing 
Creatures as we are, in our Eſſays towards 
Holineſs and Felicity; and when once it 
bath taken hold of a Soul, and kindled in iti, 
the ſmalleſt Spark of divine Love, it will be, 
ſure to preſerve and cheriſh, and bring i 
forth inxo a Flame, * ich many Water 
Hall not quench, neither ſhall the Flood v; 
be abls 10 drown it. "Whenever this Day 
begids te dawn, . And the Day Star to 
Axxiſe in the Heart, it will eaſily diſpel the 
Powers of Darkneſs, and make Ignorance} 
and Folly, and all the corrupt and ſelfiſh}; 
Alffections of Men, flee away as faſt before 
it as the Shades of Night, when the Sun ab! 
” cometh out of his Chambers : f For hene 
Puch of 'the Faſt is as the ſhining Light, qu 
which fhineth more and more unto the per- He 
fe## Day. G They ball go on from Strength n 
ro Strength, till every one of them appear} 
fore God in Sion. 
wur ſndüld we think it impoſſible, that on 
true Goodneſs and univerſal. Love ſhould py 
erer come to ſway and prevail in out Souls? chr 
N not this their primitive State and Condi- wi 
tion, their nitive and genuine Conſtitution | de: 
-. as they came firſt from the Hands of their 
Maker? Sin and Corruption ate but Uſur- ter 
nn. iii. 7. f. 2 Pet f. 15. l 
24 + <BrovAivt'i8.- 5 Plalm Ixuxlv. „ + | © 


= "ha 


in tbe Soul of Man. 3 


pers tho' they ha ve long kept the Poſſeſſion, 
yet from the beginning it was not ſo. That 


- 


inordinate Self: love which ope would think 
were rooted in gur very” Being, and. inter- 
woven with the Conſtitution of our Nature, 
is . nevertheleſs of foreign Extraction, and 
had no Place-at all in the State of, Integrity. 
We have till ſo much Reaſon left as to con- 
demn it; our Underſtandings are eaſily con- 
vinced, that we ought to be wholly devoted 
to him, from whom we have our Being, 


and to Love Him infinitely more than our 


Ives, who is infinitely better than we; ar 
out Wills would readily comply with this, 
if they were not difordered and put out of 
Tune: and 1s not he who made our Sou] 
able to rectiſie and mend them again? Sha 
we not be able by his Aſſiſtance, to van- 
quiſh and expell thoſe violent Intruders, 


Heb. 11. 34. and furm unto flight the Ar- 


mies of the Aliens ® rn * 
No ſooner {hall we take up Arms in this 
Holy War, but we ſhall have all the Saints 
on Earth, and all the Angels in Heaven en- 


gaged on our Party: The Holy Church 
throughout the World, is daily interceeding 
op, for the ſucceſs of all ſuch 'En- © 


— 
— 
— 


with 
Aron, and doubtleſs thoſe Heavenly 


Hoſts above are nearly concerned in the n- 


teceſts of Religion, and infinitely defirous to 
{ce the Divine Life thriving and: Prevail=2 6 
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© the Prophet did his Servant, when he ſhew 


* 
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u. muſt do To undertake vigorouſly, and 
- evhatwecan, rely confidently on the di 
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| ligion in the Souls of Men, is the immediate 


"rit thoſe ſupernatural Aids by which it muſt 


4 5 | 4 | | | 
= _Omnipotence pull us from thence :- No, no gt 
_ * We : „ 


& die Life of GOD 
ing in this inferiour World; and that th 
Will of Gor may be done by us on Eart 

as it is done by e in Heaven: An 
may we not then Encourage our ſelves, a 


ed him the Horſes and Chariots of Fire; 
Kings 6. 16, 17. Fear not, for they that bt 
wir h us, are more than they that be again 


8 Aw ar then with all pe lexing Fear 
3 and deſponding Thoughts 


and depend vine Aſſiſtance, is more tha 
on the Di- halt the Conqueſt: Tet 1 
vine A- ariſe, and be doing, and th 
ante. LORD will be with us, 1 
i &? + . Chron; 22. 16. It is true, Re 


Work of Gop, and all our natural Endea- 


. yours can neither produce it alone, nor me- 


be wrought: The Holy Ghoſt muſt come 
upon us, and the Power of the Higheſt muſt 
over ſhadow us, before-that Holy Thing can 
be begotten, and CnhA1sr be formed in 
us: But yet we muſt not expect that thi: 
whole work ſhould be done without any 


w = O— QOH DD BS ene Www 1A A ied 


” , concurring Endea vouts of our own; we muſth 6, 
vot ly loitering in the Ditch, and wait tillſ hz 


Isi the Soul of Man. 6 
we muſt beſtir our ſelves, and actuate thoſe 
Powers which we have already received: 
We muſt put forth ourſelves to our utmoſt 
Capacities, and then we may hope that our _ 
Labour ſpall not be in vain in the LORD, . 
1 Cor. 15. 58. All the Art and Induſtry of 
0 Man cannot form the ſmalleſt Herb, or make 
& Stalk of Corn to grow in the Field; it is 
the Energy of Nature, and the Influences of 
Heaven which produce this Effect; it is 2 
Gov who cauſeth the Graſs to grow; a,, 
Herb for the Service of Man ; Pal. 164. 14. 
And yet no Body will ſay, that the Labours 4 
of the Husbandman are uſcleſs,-or unneceſ- 
ſary: So likewiſe the Human Soul is im- 
mediatly created by Gop; it is he who 
both formeth and  enliveneth the Child, 
and yet he hath appointed the Marriage-bed, 
as the ordinary Means for the Propagation'at 
Mankind. Though there muſt interveen R 
Stroke of Omnipotence to effect this mighty 
Change in our Souls, yet ought we to do 
what we can, to fit and prepare our ſelves ;* i 
Jer. 4. 3- for we muſt break op. our fallow 1 
nt Ground, and root out the Weeds, and pull 
"1 yp the Thorns, that fo we may be more 
| N to receive the Seeds of Grace, and the 


K 
4 


an! of Heaven. It is true, Gop hath been 
in found of ſome who ſought him not; be 
d tullf hath caſt himſelf in their Way, who wers 
mol quite put of his; he hath laid hold dpa 
Ve them, and ſtopt e on a ſudden; ur 
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„„ ie Life of GOD _ 
| ſo was St. Paul converted in his Journey to 
F Damaſcus: But certainly this is not Go p 
| . ordinary Method of dealing with Men, 

though he hath not ty'd himſelf to Means, 1 


pet be hath ty'd us to the Uſe of them; © 
and we have never more Reaſon to expect t 
a 


EF the Divine Aſſiſtance, than when weare'do- 
ing our utmoſt . Endeavours. It ſhall a 
F therefore be my next Work, to ſhew what f 

Courſe we ought to take for attaining that 

eee * I have hitherto deſcribed. 
WF Fur here, if in detivering my own Thoughts, 4 
1 ſhall chance to differ frag what is, or may IN 7 
de ai by others in this Matter, I would || 
not be thought to contradict and oppoſe 
{ >: Met more Ain Pbyficians do when they 
r Remedies for the fame Pi. fe 
perhaps arc all uſeful nd good. 5 
ay*propoſe the Method be judg': 4 
And convenient, but he doth || 2* 


, 
P * 


_ 
bereby pretend that the Cure can never 

be engel Miele me be att, obſerved. 
I doubt it bath eccaſioned much uneceſſary 
& diſqufetude to ſone holy Perſons, that they 
hace not found ſuch a regular and orderly 
Tirantaction in their Schl es they haye 
iieen deſcribed in Books; that they havegyot 
We yaſſed through al} thoſe Steps and Sg of 
Converſion, which ſome (r/o perhaps kave 
irrten in themſelves) have roo peremptos 
yy preſcribed unto others; God hath ſeve- 
as of dealing with the Souls of Men, + 


"EF" in the Soul of Max: 63 


ed, whatever the Methods have been. 
Ac Ain, tho in ropoſing Directions, 
I mult follow that Ode et hich the Nature 


that the lame Method ſhould be ſo punctu- 


ſiderable Time have been ſpent in prattifing 
the former; The Directions I intend are 


and we find ourſelves enabled to perform 

them. 
Bu r now 

er, if we to have our 


Souls moulded to this holy ny 2 
Frame, to become partakers ai * 
" 


of the divine Nature, and 

have Chriſt formed ig; 

Hearts, we mult ſerjj 3 
fully yrs fo avoid and abandon 


thels Aer of lion r we 


fight ag inſt 


have our D. 


apers cured, if we be daily 


a mortal Wound to the Soul, and puts it at 
reater Diſtance fra God and Goodneſs ; 
we can never hop& to have our Hearts 


70. } 


= 


and jt ſufficeth if the: Work be accompliſh- 


at! may detain po. oo Weg 8 


„or feeding on Poiſon, Every wilfut, Sin gives 


of Things ſhall lead to; jet I do not mean 


ally. obſery ed in the Practice, as if the latter : 
Rules were never to be heeded till fome con- 


mutually conducive one to another, and arg 
all to be perform'd, as occaſion ſhall ſerve, 
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ca oer - We lay down - 


; nor can we expect to 
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„ "The Tife of 60 

4 "ried from corrupt Affe ctions, unleſs we 
1 4 our Hands from vicious Actions. 
& Now, in this Caſe, we cannot excuſe our- 
s fclves by the Pretence of Impoſſibility; for 
hy ſure our outward Man is 2 ph our 
Power; we have ſome command. cf our 
Feet, and Hands, and Tongue, nay, and of 
| 4 our Thoughts and Fapcies too, at leaſt fo 
far as to divert them from impure and fin- 
ful: Ob y As, and to turn our Mind another 
Way: — we ſhould fad this Power and 
Authority much ſtrengthned and advanced, 
if we were careful to manage and exerciſe it. 

. in. the mean while, I acknowledge our Cor- 


trptions are fo ſtrong, and our Temptations 
deal of 


175 know ch we der to abſtain. 
Things And here we muſt not take 


„ our Meafures from the Max- 
ims of the World, or the 
1 Praies © of thoſe whom in Charity we ac- 
count Men. Moſt People have very 

.. Tight 7 henſions of theſe Things, and 
>. are not Kaüble of any Fault, unlefs it be 
1 ſs and flagitious, and ſcarce reckon any 
r reat'as that which 9 Precifeneſs : 


- 
q * 
* 
pe * 


e In the Soul of Matte” 65% 
and thoſe who are more ſerious, do many 
Times Allow themſelves too great Latitude 
and Freedom. Alas! how much Pride, and 
Varity, and Paſſion, and HUmour, how 
much Weakneſs, and Folly, and Sin, doth \. 
every Day ſhow itſelf in their Converſe and if 
Behaviour? It may be they are humbled i 
for it, and ſtriving againſt it, and are daily 
gaining ſome Ground; but then the Pro- 
greſs is ſo ſmall, and their Failings ſo many, 
that we had need to chuſe an exacter Pat? 
tern. Every one of us muſt anſwer for him- 
{-1f, and the Practices of others will never 
warrant and ſecure us. It is the higheſt 
Folly to regulate our Actions by any other 
Standard than that by which they muſt be 
judged. If ever we would cleanſe our Way, 7 
it muſt be by raking heed thereto according. © 
to the Word of God *: And that Mord 2 
which is quick and powerful, and ſharper - 
than any two-edged Sword, piercing-even x 
to rhe dividing aſunder of S, and Spirit, 
75 of the points and Marrow, and is e 
iſcerner of the Thoughts and Intents of, 
the Heart, f will certainly diſcover, many 3 
Things to be ſinful and hainous, ub tele 4 
for very innocent in the Eyes of the World: 
Let ns therefore imitate the P/almiſt, who 
ſa irh, Concerning the Werks of Men, by tte 
Words of” thy Lips, I have kept mn/ef 


. 3 1 From 
*Pfalm exix. 9. f Heb. iv. fa. | 
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„„ "The Tifeof COD. 
from the Paths cf the Doftruger's Let 
= E acquaint ourſelves with the ſtrict ard 
& holy Laws af our Religion: Let us conſider 
© the Diſcourſes of our bleſſed Saviour, (eſpe- 
1 cially that divine Sermon on the Mount) and 
che Writings of his 155 Apoſtles, where an 
ingenuous and unbiaſſed Mind may clear! 
diſcern thofe Limits and Bounds by which 
dur Actions ought to be confined : And then 
let us never look upon any Sin as light and 
inconſiderable; but be fully perſuaded, that 
tze ſmalleſt is infinitely hainous in the Sight 
def God, and prejudicial to the Souls of Men; 
and that if we had the right Senſe of Things, 
we ſhould be as deeply affected with the 
- Jeaſt Irregularities as row we are with the 


3 Miel Crimes. | 
Bur now, amongſt thoſe Things which 
WE as», we diſcover to be ſintul, 
e muſt reſiſt there will be ſome, unto 
« zhe Tempfati- which, through the Diſpo- 
ons to Sin, by” fition of our Nature, or 
Be. conſidering the long Cuſtom, or the En- 
RE; ibey will dearments of Pleaſure, we 
{| "draw on s. are fo much wedded, that 


1 


- by 
= 1 


1 

the right e Hand, or pulling out the right 
1 Eye, tv abandon * But muſt we 2 
| fore fit down and wait till all Difficulties be 
doeer, and every Temptation gone? This 
1 LP ; <5, + me 


* Pſalm avi. 4. 


it will be like cutting off 


i the Sul of Min... © 4 
were to imitate the Fool in the Poet, Ws“ 
ſtood the whole Day at the River-fide, till 
all the Water ſhould run dy. We muſt not 
indulge our Inclinations, as we do little 
Children, till they grow weary of the Thing, 
they are unwilling to let go. We muſt not 
continue our ſinful Practices, in hopes that .. 
the divine Grace will Day overpower 
our Spirits, and make us hate them for their 
own Deformity. _ ee a 
LE Ir us ſuppoſe the worſt, that we are 
utterly deſtitute of any ſupernatural Princi- 
ple, and want that Taſte by which we 
ſhould diſcern and abhor pervefſe Things; 
yet ſure we are capable of ſome Conſidera- 
tions which may be of Force to perſuade uss 
to this Reformation of our Lives: If the 
inward Defoggyuity and bainous Nature of 
fin cannot a at leaft we may be 
frighted by thoſe dreadful Conſequences that. 
attend it: That tame ſelfiſn Principle which 24 
uſheth us forward unto the Purſuit of nu 
leaſures, willf*make us loath to buy them 
at the Rate of evetlaſting Mifery. Tbus, 
we may encounter. Self-love with its own > 
Weapons, and employ one natural Inclina- - 3 
tion for repreſſing the Exorbitancies of ano- 
ther. Let us therefore accuſtom oufelves to 
conſider ſeriouſly, what a fearful Thing it 
muſt needs be to irritate and offend that in- 
finite Being on whom we hang and depend 
— e every if 
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= . every. Moment, who needs but to withdraw 
bis. Merctes to make us miſerable, or his 
Aſſiſtance to make us nothing. Let us fre- 
uently remember the Shortneſs and Uncer- 

qu 4 ; [ » 237" Saints i 

tainty of our Lives, and how that after we 


8 ha ve taken a few Turns more in the World, 


and converſed a little longer N Men, 


= we muſt all go down unto the dark and 


ſilent Grave, and carry nothing along*with 


' 7 us but Anguiſh and Repret for all our fin- 
ful Enjoyments: And then think what Hor- 


E ror muſt needs ſeize the guilty Soul, to find 
4 ſelf. naked and all alone before the ſevere 
= and impartial Judge of the World, to render 
an exact Account, not only of its more im- 
portant and confiderable TranſaQtions, but 
of every. Word that the Tongue hath utter- 


ed, and the ſwifteſt and molt ſecret Thought 


that ever paſſed through the Mind. Let us 
& ſometimes repreſent unto ourſelves the Ter- 
rors of that dreadful Day, * When the Foun- 

1 e of the Earth ſhall be ſhaken, and the 
= Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, 


i and the Elements ſhall melt with fetrent 
Heat, and the pre ſent Frame of Nature be 


diſſoſved, and our Byes ſhall ſec the bleſſed 
on. Jeſus (who came once into the World in all 
1 5 viſit us, to purchaſe Pardon {or 
us, and | 


| _ _ "{cending- 
* 2 Pet, iii. 10. bs / 8 


ſeech us to accept it) naw appear-_ 


in ing in the Majeſty of his Glory, and de- 


ess geg 2872 


— ad 
= 
I | 


Hons of them. When we Ive Jolldl r 


ſcending from Heaven in a flaming Fire, to 
take Vengeance on thofe that have deſpiſed 
his 7 ſiſted in Rebellion againſt 
him : When 94 the hidden * 1 
neſs ſhall be brought to Light, and the 


Counſels of the Heart ſhall be "wade mant- . 


feſt F : When thoſe ſecret Impurities and 


fubtile Frauds whereof the World did never - 


ſuſpect us, ſhall be expoſed and laid open 


to publick View, and many thouſand Ac- 4 


tions which we never dreamed to be finful, 
or elfe had altogether forgotten, ſhall 3 
tharged home upon our Conſciences, wi 


— 
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tuch evident Convictions of Guilt, that we 


ſhall neither be able to deny nor excuſe t 
Then fhall all the Atigels 5 in Heaven, 
all the Saints that ever liv'd on the 
approve chat dreadful Sentence which maß 
be pate on wicked Men ; and thoſe whe” 


did love and eſteem them when they I 


21 in the World, ſhall look upon them 
with Indignation and Abhortence, and ner 
ver make one Requeſt for thei 

Let us confider the eternal Puniſhment s 
damned Souls, which are ſhadowed forth in 


Things that are moſt terrible and grievous 


convey unto our Minds any full Apprehen- 


A ke 


Deliverance. 


— 
— 
- 


in the World, and yet all do not ſuffice to 


Seriptute by Metaphors, taken from thoſe - 


De Life of GOD _ 


C- ence 


ther the Importance, of all theſe Expreflions; 
and added unto them whatever our Fancy 
can conceive of Miſery and Torment, we 
müſt ſtill remember, that all this comes infi- 
nitely ſhort of the Reality and Truth of the 
— 1 - 

Tis true, this is a ſad and melancholly 
Subject, there is Anguiſh and Horror in the 
Confideration of it ; but ſure it muſt be in- 
+  Hnitely more dreadiul to endure it; and ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe may be very uſeful to 


|  Iright us from the Courſes that would lead 
us thither ; how fend ſoever we may be cf 
fſinful Pleaſures; the Fear of Hell would 
make us abſtain: Our moſt forward Inclina- 


tons Will ſtartle and give back when preſ- 
d with that Queſton in the Prophet 3. Iſa, 
33-14. Who amangſt us can dwell with 


= everlaſting Burnings? _—_ 

To this very Purpoſe it is, that the Ter- 
doors of another World are fo ſrequently re- 
bpPerſented in holy Writ, and that in ſuch 


a Ferms as are moſt pro r to affect and influ- 
1 c 1 * al Mind: Theſe Fears can never 
ſuffice to. make any Perſon truly good; but 
certainly they may reſtrain us from much 
Evil, and have often made way fur more in- 
genuous and kindly Impreſſions. 1 
Bux it will not ſuffice to conſider theſe 
Iuhings once and again, nor 

=_ We muſt keep to form ſome Reſo 
of tad” "bf bis RE way a aban- 
. 


utions of Þ 


5 


A 
.- /, erfthe Soul of Man, „„ 
abandoning our Sins, unleſs 4 chnſtant 
we maintain a conſtant guard, watch over 
6 and be continually warching ourſelves. 
rub apainſt them. Sometimes te 
tne Mind is awakned to fee the diſmal Conſe: | 
. quences of a vicious Life, and ſtraight we 
* are reſolved to reform ; but alas! it preſent- 
ne falleth afleep, and we loſe that praſpect 
 (wbich we had of Things, and:then,Temp- 
© Ftations"rake the age way, 7] | they" Jon | 
4 (ond importune us continally, and Id do fee 
D quently engage our Conſent before we att T 
1g {yare: It is the Folly and Ruin of moſt People 
ud to live at Adventure, and take part in every * 
178 Thing that comes in their Way, ſeldom con» 
1 ſidering what they are about to ſay ot do. 
if we would have our Reſolutions take effect, 
79 ve muſt take heed unto our Ways, and fer 
| a Watch before the Door of our Lips, and 
examine the Motions that ariſe in our Hearts, 
b and cauſe them to tell us whence they come, 
en fend whither they go; whether it be Pride 
or Paſſion, or any corrupt and vicious Hu- 
ut Imour that prompteth us to any Defign, and 
ch lobether Gop will be offended, or any Body 
armed by it. And if we have no time for 
long Reafonings, let us at leaſt turn our Eyes 
„ward Gon, and place ourſelves in his 


55 Prelence, to ask his Leave and Approbation 
or Per what we do: Ler us confider-ourfelves 


under the all- ſceing Eye of that divine Ma- 
e e jeſty, 
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Laab which oompaſſeth us about both be. 


cover what is unlawful, and to 'reſtrain us 
- could make a Shift to palliate or defend, and 


- unto. ham, we ſhall be lig ghtned ; if we /erF 
him always before ns, 3. will guide us by 
Eis Eye; and inſtruci us in the Way wheref 


F . We muſt of- frequent and ſeridus Reflec · Pur 


Adionn. vine Mercy, and Pardon forfth 


The Lifeof GOD 
jeſty, as in the midſt of an infinite Globe of 


hind and before, — pierceth to the inner. 
moſt Corners of our Soul. The Senſe and 


Remembrance of the divine Preſence, is the 
moſt ready and effectual Means, both to dif, 


from it. There are ſome Things a - Perſon! 


he dares. not look Almig ty Gon in the 
ce, and adventure upon them. If we look 


in We ought to walk. 
N Care and Watchfulneſs over our 
Actions, mult be ſeconded byſus 


ten exa- tions upon them, not onlyſthe' 
mine our that we may obtain the di- ies 


our Sins, by an humble andfeg⸗ 


x Greowful Acknowledgment of them; butſtho! 
Alo, that we may reinforce and ſtrengthen mp 


our Reſalutions, and learn to decline or re- Nga. 
Git the Temptations, by which we have beenP? © 


Y formerly foil'd-It is an Advice, worthy 'of 4 nd 
Chriſtian, tho it did firſt drop from a HeaÞs 
then Pen; That before we betake ourſclver 21 


« to Reſt, we renew and examine all theft 


« Pallages of the Day, that we may 2” 
0 the 


— 


* in the Soul of \ Man. "> 
the Comfort of what we have done aright, 
+ and may redreſs what we find to have been 
© amiſs, and make the Ship-wrecks of one 
Day be as Marks to direct our Courſe in 
© another, ” This may be called the very 
\rt of virtuous Living, and would contri- 
dute wonderfully to advance our Reforma» 
jon, and preſerve our Innocence. But with- _ 
al, we muſt not forget to implore the divine 
Aſſiſtance, efpecially againſt thoſe Sins that 
Jo moſt eafily beſet us; and though it be 
ſuppoſed, that our Hearts are not yet mould- 
d into that ſpiritual Frame, which would 
der our Devotions acceptable, yet me- 
hinks, ſuch Conſiderations as have been 
propoſed to deter us from Sin, may alſo ſtir 
us up to ſome natural Seriouſneſs, and make 
ur Prayers againſt it as earneſt at leaſt, as 
hey ate wont to be againſt other Calami- 
Ties: and I doubt not but GoD, who hear- 
1 forth the Cry of the Ravens, will have ſome 
andfegard even to ſuch Petitions as proceed from 
butthoſe natural Paſſions which himſelf hath 
thenfmplanted in us: beſide, that thoſe Prayers, 
r re-Þgainſt Sin, will be powerful Engagements 
beenbn our ſelves, to excite us to Watchfulneſs 
of aþnd Care ; and common Ingenuity will make 
Heaps aſham'd to reJapſe into thoſe” Faults, 
lveiprhich we have lately bewail d beſqg Gp, 
_ theſnd againſt which we have begged H t, 
ha vefnce. . 
the 


3 


be 


„ . The Life GOD 
Tau vs are we to make the firſt Eſſay for 
xx recovering the Divine Life, 
1 15 fit to re- by reſtraining the natural In. 
cain 0ur- ,  clinations, that they break 
ve541724- not out into ſinful Practice: 
3 lauful But now I muſt add, that 
|þ bings. Chriſtian Prudence will teach 
= us to abſtain from Gratifica- 


Point; but alſo, that hereby we may weak- 
en the Forces of Nature, and teach our Ap- 
petites to obey. We muſt do with ourſelvaſyy: 
gas prudent Parents with their Children, whe 

| croſs. their Wills in many little indifferent 
Things, to make them manageable and ſub 
miſſive in more conſiderable Inſtances. He 
| who.would mortify the Pride and Vanity of 
bis Spirit, ſhould ſtop his Ears to the moſt 
= deſerved Praiſes, and ſometimes farbear hi 
E Juſt; Vindication: from the Cenſures and 
BE Afperfions of others, eſpecially if they re 
1 \ Hett only upon his Prudence and Condu 
oz and not on his Virtue and Innocence. 
= who, would check a revengeful Humour, 
g would do well to deny himſelf the Satisfac 
 - ton of repreſenting unto others the Injuri 
1 which. he hath ſuſtained; and if we would 1 
do take hecd unto our Ways, that we Sir 
92 vol 


ws. 
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in the Soul of Man. . 
„e Wnot with our Tongue, we muſt accuſtom 
ourſelves much to Slitude and Silence, and 
Sometimes, with the Pſalmiſt, Hod our 
peace even from Good, till once we have 
"Wootten ſome Command over that unruly 
Member. Thus, I ſay, we may bind up our 
natural Incl ina tions, and make our Appetites 
more moderate in their Cravings, by accu- 
ſtoming them to frequent Refuſals; but it 
His not enough to have them under Violence 
and Reſtraintrt. 02308 
| Ov « next Eſſay muſt be, to wean out 
IAffections from created „ 
Things, and all the De- Fe muſt ſtrius 
lights and Entertainments 7o put ourſelves 
of the lower Life, wbich out off Zove 
fink and depreſs the Souls wirh rhe '- © 
of Men, and retard their Nerd. 
4 Motions towards Gop and F 
Heaven; and this we muſt do by poſſeſſing 
Jour Minds with a deep Perſua ſion of the Va- 
nity and Emptineſs of worldly Enjoy ments, 
This is an ordinary Theme, and every Bodys 
can make Declamations upon it; but atlas? 
How few underſtand and believe what they 
Flay : Theſe Notions float in our Bra ins, and 
come ſliding off our Tongues, hut we have 
no 7 Impreſſion of them on our Spirits 
"KG feel not the Truth which we: pretend to 
"Si believe, We can tell, that all the»Glbry' 4 
"Jand Splendor, all the Pleaſures and EH 
is © Fe G 2 ments 


— 
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76 The Liſe c GOD 
ments of the World are Vanity and Nothing 
and yet theſe- Nothings take up all our 
Thoughts, and ingroſs all our AﬀeQiong, 

they ſtifle the better Inclinations of our Soul, 
and inveigle us into many a Sin. It may be, 

in a ſober Mood, we give them the Slight, 
= and reſolve to be no — deluded with 
them; but theſe Thoughts ſeldom out live 
me next Temptation; the Vanities which 
s we have ſhut out at the Door get in at a 
= Poſtern: There are ſtill ſome Pretenſions, ſome 
| s that fatter -us ; and after we have 
been fruſtrated a thouſand Times, we muſt 
= continually be repeating the Experiment: 
WE "The leaſt Difference of Circumſtances is 
enough to delude us, and make us expect 
that Satistaction in one Thing, which we 
= have miſſed in another; but could we once 
= pet clearly off, and come to a real and ſeri- 
ous Contempt of worldly Things, this were 
a very conſiderable Advancement in our 
= Way. The Soul of Man is of a vigorous and 
= ative Nature, and hath in it a raging and 
vnextinguiſhable Thirlt, an immaterial kind 
of Fire, always catching at ſome Object or 
co other, in Conjunction wherewith it thinks to 
be happy; and were it once rent from the 

World, and all the bewitching Enjoyments 
under the Sun, it would quickly ſearch at- 
de ſome higher and more excellent Object, to 
= Hatisfy its ardent and importunate * N 
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in the Soul of Man. 7 
and being no longer dazled with glittering? 
Vanities, would nd 
all-fufficient Good, wherein it would diſco- 
yer ſuch Beauty and Sweetneſs as would 
charm and overpower all its Affections. Tho 
Love of the World, and the Love of God, 
are like the Scales of a Balance, as the one 
falleth, the other doth riſe : When our na- 
tural Inclinations proſper, and the Creature 
is exalted in our Soul, Religion is faint, and 
doth languiſh; but when earthly Obes 
wither away, and loſe their Beauty, and the 
Soul begins to cool and flag in its Proſecu- 
tion of them, then the Seeds of Grace take 


Root, and the divine Life begins to flourifh = 
and prevail. It doth, therefore, nearly con- 


tern us, to convince ourſelves of the pti- of 


neſs and Vanity of Creature enjoymentsy and 


reaſon our Heart out of Love with them: 


Let us ſeriouſſy conſider all that our Rea- 
fon, or our Faith, our own Experience, or 
the Obſervatiam of others, can ſuggeſt to 
this Effect; let us ponder the Matter over 


and over, and fix our Thoughts on this 


Ttuth, till we become n 
it. Amidſt all our Purtuits and Deſigns, let 
us ſtop and ask ourſeFves, For what End is 


all this? At what do I aim? Can the groſs 


and muddy Pleafures of Senſe,” or a'Hea p« 
white and 


> twly 


x on that ſupreme and 


yellow Earth, or the Eſteem ind 2 
AtkCtion- of filly Cn like myſelf, fas * 
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ons The Tife of GOD- 
| tisfy a rational and immortal Soul ? Have | 
not tried theſe Things already ? Will they 
have.a higher Reliſh, and yield me more 
Contentment to-morrow than yeſterday, or 
the next year, than they did the laſt ? There 
may be ſome little Difference betwixt that 
which I am now purſuing, and that which 
I enjoy'd before ; but ſure, my former En- 
yoyments did ſhew as pleaſant, and promiſe 
as. fair, before I attained them; like the 
| Rainbow, they looked very glorious at a 
& Diſtance, but when 1 approached, I found 
nothing but Emprineſ> and Vapour. O 
what a poor Thing would the Life of Man 


* 


\ K be, if it were capable of no higher Enjoy- 


- 
ments !- -- 


4 5þ.canyor- infiſt on this Subject; and 
there is the leſs Need when I remember to 
whom lam wtiting.. Yes (my dear Friend) 


vou have had as great Experience of the 


= Emptineſs and Vanity of human Things, 
= and: have, at preſent, as few worldly En- 
=” egagements as any that | know. I have fome- 
dies reflected on thoſe Paſſages uf your 
EF Life,wherewith you have been pleaſed to 


acquaint me; and, methinks, through all, 
I'can-diſcern-a Deſign of the divine Provi- 


WM dence to wean your AﬀeRions - from every 


Thing here below. The Trials you bave 

bad of thoſe Things which the World doats 
& won, dave taught you to deſpiſe tem: 
_— ; au 


in the Soul of Man. 79 
ind you have tound, by Experience, that 
dener the — 7 Nate, nor the 
— of Fortune, are fufficient for © 
Happineſs ;" that every Roſe hath its Thorn, 
and there may be a Worm at the Root of the 
faireſt Gourd ; ſome ſecret and undiſcerned 
Grief, which may make a Perſon deſerve 
the Pity of thoſe „ do admire 
or envy their ſuppoſed Felicity.” If any 
earthly Comforts have got too much of your 

Heart, I think they have been your Rela-  - 
tions and Friends; and the deareſt of theſe _ 
are removed out of the World, fo that you 


muſt raiſe your Mind towards Heaven, 


when you would think upon them. Thus, 
Go hath provided that your Heart may be 
looſed from the World, and that he may not 
have any Rival in your Affection, which 1 


have always obſerved to be fo large ant 


unbounded, ſo noble and difintereſted, that 
no inferior Object can anſwer or deſerve it. 

Wu we have got our Corruptions re- 
ſtrain d, and our natural Ap- . = 
petites and Inelinations, to- Ve muſt do 
wards worldly Things, in 7zhoſe out- © 
ſome Meafure ſubdued, we ward Ac- 


muſt proceed to ſuch Exer- © pions rhat 3 


cifes as have a more tmme- arerommatye 
diate Tendency to excite and def. 
awaken the divine Life: * 


And firſt, let us endeavour conſcientiouſſj 
4 ; | 'to 


% We Lifeof GOD. 

to 22 thoſe Duties which Religion 
doth require, and whereunto it would in- 
cline us, if it did prevail in our Souls. If 
we cannot get our inward Diſpoſition pre- 
ſently changed, Tet us ſtudy, at leaſt, to re- 
ulate our outward Deportment: If our 
- Hearts be not yet inflam'd with divine Love, 
kt us, however, own our Allegiance to that 
infinite Majeſty, by attending his Service, 
and liſtning to his Word, by ſpeaking reve- 
| rently of his Name, and praifing his Good- 

= neſs, and exhorting others to ſerve and obe 

= him. If we want that Charity, and tho 
| Bowels of Compaſſion which we ought to 
have towards our Neighbours, yet muſt we 
not omit any Occaſion of doing them 7 
F our Hearts be baughty and proud, we 
muſt, nevectheleſs, ſtudy a modeſt and hum- 
dle Deportment. Theſe external Perſorman- 
ces are of little Value in themſelves, yet 
may they help us forward to better Things: 
The Apoſtle. indeed telleth us, r/-a7 bodily 
= Exerciſe profiteth little ; but he ſtems not 
do affirm that it is altogether uſeleis: It is 
= always good to be doing what we can, for 
men God is wont to pity our Weaknels, and 
a ſſiſt our feeble Endeavours ; and when true 
Charity and Humility, and other Graces of 
de divine Spirit, come to take root in our 


„and Lick kü Difficulty, if we have 


Souls, they will. exerr themſelves more free- 


- 


in the Soul of Man. 
before been accuſtomed. to expreſs them in 
our outward Converſations, Nor need we 
fear the Imputation of Hypocriſy, tho' our 


Actions do thus ſomewhat out-run our Af- 
ſections, ſeeing they do ſtill proceed from a 
Senſe of our Duty; and our Defign is not 
to appear better than we, are, but that we 


may really become ſo. 
Bur, as inward Acts have a more imme - 
diate Influence on the Soul, | 


to mould it toa right Temper We muſt en- 
and Frame, ſo ought we to be deavorr to 


moſt frequent and ſedulous form inter- 


in the Exerciſe of them. Let nal As of- 

us be often lifting up our Pevorion, > - | 
Hearts towards Go p; and if Charity, &. 
we do not ſay, that we Love | $8 
him above all Things, let us at leaſt ac- 
knowledge, that it is our Duty, and would 


be dur Happineſs fo to do: Let us lament 


the Diſhonour done unto him by fooliſh and 
ſinful Men, and applaud the Praiſes and 
Adorations that are given him by that bleſ- 


led and glorious Company above : Let us 
ne fingeV, | 

thouſand Times, to be governed by his 
Laws, and diſpoled of at his Pleaſure; and 


tough our ſtubborn Hearts ſhould ſtart % 
back and refuſe, yet let us tell him, we are 

convinced, that his Will is always Juſt and # 
Good, and therefore defire him to do with 


us 
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yield ourſelves up unto him a. 
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8 The Tiſe of GOD 
us whatſoever he pleaſeth, whether we will 
or not. And ſo, for begetting in us an uni 
verſal Charity towards Men, we muſt be 
frequently putting up Wiſhes for their Hap- 
pPineis, and bleffing every Perſon that we 
; and when we have done any Thing 
ſor the Relief of the Miſerable, we may ſe- 
cond it with earneſt Deſires, that Gop 
would take care of them, and deliver them 
out of all their Diſtrefſes. > 06 
Ta us ſhould we exerciſe ourſelves unto 
= Godlineſs, and when we are imploying the 
Powers that we ha ve, the Spirit ot Go p is 
Vont co ſtrike in, and ele vate theſe Acts of 
our Soul beyond the Pitch of Nature, and 
BH gave them a divine Impreſſion; and after the 
= frequent Reiteration of theſe, we ſhall find 
=. our ſelves more inclined unto them, they 
doing with greater Fredom and Eaſe. 
I ſhall mention but Two other Means for 
bbbeegetting that holy and di- 
= Conſideration vine Temper of Spirit, 
2 rent n. which is the Subject of the 
Ferment ef preſent Diſcourſe; and the 
Religion. flirſt is a deep and ſerious 
Conſideratian of the Truths 
of our. Religion, and that both as to the 
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Fertainty and Importance of them. The 
Truths, is very faint and lauguid, very weak 
and ineffectual, flow ing only from a SET 
a So” | f 
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in rhe Soul of Man. 

Inclination to follow that Religion which is 
in Faſhion, or a lazy Indifferency and Un- 
concernedneſs, whether Things be ſo or not. 
Men are unwilling to quarrel uſith the Re- 
ligion of their Country, 2 ſinee all their 
Nei ghbours are Chriſtians, they ate content 
to be ſo too; but they are ſeldom at the 
Pains to conſider the Evidences of thoſe 


Truths, or to ponder the Importance and 


Tendency of them; and thence it is that 


they — ſo little Influence on their Affec- 
tions and Practice. Thoſe ſpiritleſi and 
paralitick Thoughts ( as one doth rightly. 
term them ) are not able to remove the Will, 
and direct the Hand. We. muſt therefore 
endeavour to work up our Minds to a ſerĩi- 
ous Belief and; full Perſuaſion of divine 
Truths, unto @ Senſe and Feeling: of ſpiri- 


tual Things: Our Thoughts muſt dwell up- 


on them, till we be both convinced of them, 
and deeply affected with them: Let us urge 
boar our Spirits, and make them ap- 
oach the invifible World, and fix; our 
Mind upon immaterial Things, till weclear- ® 
perceive that theſe are no Dreams, nay, 
LP all Things are Dreams and Shadows 
beſides them: When we look about us, and 


behold the Beauty and Magniſicence of this 


* Frame, the Order and Harmony of 
= Creation, let our Thoughts from 


| thence take their mu toward that Omoi- 
potent 


a - 
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eber long it ſhall be delivered, and can ſub- Ie: 


themſelves eternally in the- divine Preſence 


do without the Cloaths, which we throw off 
at our Pleaſure. 


to 4 Portion of the ſame Felicity; and thin 
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De Life of COD 
potent Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which did 
at firſt produce, and doth ſtill eſtabliſh and ? 
-uphold the fame. When we reflect upon I 
1 
re 


ourſelves, let us confider, that we are not 2 
meer Piece of organized Matter, a curious 
and well contrived Engine, that there js 
more in us than Fleſh,” and Blood, am 
Bones; even a divine Spark, capable to} 5 
know, and love, and enjoy. our Maker; 
and though it be now exceedingly clogg a 
with its Jan and lumpiſh Companion, yet 
c 


ſiſt without the Body, as well as that can 5 
| Let us often withdraw our — 
"Thoughts from this Earth, this Scene of Mi- Aue 
ſery, and Folly, and Sin, and raiſe theme 5 
towards that more vaſt and glorious World, ie, 
whoſe innocent and bleſſed Inhabitants ſolaceſind 
3 h 


and know no other Paſſion, but an unmixec 
Joy, and an unbounded Love. And thenk 
conſider, how the bleſſed Son of Go» came 
down to this lower World, to live among. 
us, and die for us, that he might bring uſenſ 


Her 
de 1 
C 


how he hath overcome the ſharpneſs 0 
Death, and opened the Kingdom of Heaven, 
to all Believers, and is now ſet down on th T 


Right Hand of the Majeſty on Eigb, * anq e 
* * Heb, i. Js . . = bat 
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Prayers, a enteth them unto 
on by Father, and 1 dal vitiving bu Chuck 
1] with the Influences of Spirit, as be Bun 
us reacheth us with his Beam, 1 rt 
Taz ferious and 
- of theſe, and fuch other 
fine Truths, is the — To leger Wioine 


er; Method to beget "Love, e mußt 
0 hat 
Foundation of Reli- Brel 


gion, the Spring and Root, the divine e. | 


me Conſideration 


#4 1 


— i, 
N . 
$3 . q | 
* 


lively Faith which is confer * Ef —4 


= 5 the divine Life. Let Fare.” Bot? ö 


off|me further ſuggeſt ſome 
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us conſider the Excellency of his Nature, 
nd his Love and Kindneſs towards us. 
little we know of the divine Perſe ions; 3 
d yet, that little, may ſuffice to fill our 


ame 
nongh 


For we are not "merely Creatures of 


g uy ſe: that we ſhould be'uncapable'of ay. 
hinkger' AfeRion but that which entreth 
* ID The Charatter of "any,excelle; 
ea veny, 


whom we' have never ſcen, Will wa- 
on the Times engage our Herts, and make us 
and ugely concerned in all his Intereſts: And 


_—” 


outharticular Subjects of Meditation for frot || 
lucing the ſeveral Branches of it. And * 1 
o inflame our Souls with the Love of Gp. 


thenßouls with Admiratjon nd Love, to raviſm 
Affections, as well as to raiſe our won- 


ye 5 it, I pray © phy that "OE. us 40 4 


— 
* 


1 * K 1 
FF ' of GOD. 
Qu ro thoſsVith hom we converſe ? ] 
Samo think that it is merely the Colour of 
race or. their com .* Proportions, for 
| . 40e Shovid* fall in ove with Statuet, 
4 : and"PiQures, and Flowers? Theſe outward 
1 iſnments way a little delight the 
Eye, but — never be able to prevail ſo 
much on the if they did not repreſent 
© fomewiral P. Gion. W either ſee or ap- 
IS 8 ſome Greatneſs of Mind, or Vigour 
3 or Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition ; ſome 
15 8 Sptitelineſs, or Wiſdom, or Goodneſs; which 
yl BS our Spirit, and command our Love, 


ow theſe PerfeCtions are not obvious to the 
Sig ht, the Eyes can only diſcern the Signs 
* Effects of them; and it it be the Un- 
Ks: derſtanding that directs the Affection, and 
iS vital. perſections prevail with it, certainly the 
Fxcellencies of the divine Nature (the Tea: 
ces whereof we cannot / but diſcover in aun 
i Thing we behold) would not fail to e gate 
WW. our Hearts, if we did ſeriouſiy view a 
gad hee OO 93 — beinen 
;trantpor that-Almighty Wil: 
+ 4 ED Heeren fills the Uneerſz 
W - and: (difplays Frlelf- in all; the Parts of the 
F Erkatjon 
3 Na And turneth the mighty Wheels c 
2 Providence, -nd keepeth the World fron 
Diſorder; and Ruin, than with the fait 


..v 


7 295 eſtabliſheth the Frame off 


” Rays of the very ſame Perſectiona which we 
= Auges 9 5 in our kee creatules.7" hal > 


CTI 7 3 1 N 8 ＋ res ess see ² .i.c..ic . . 


| in the Soul Man. N. 

IIe doat on the ſcattered Pieces of a mde 
of and imperfect Picture, andi never be affect. 
for with the original Beauty 2+ This were aut 
den accountable Stupidity and: Blindneſ - Whats - 
ard ever we find lovely in a Friend, or in a 
the Saint; ought not to ingroſs, but to elevate 
fo] our Affection ; we ſhould conclude with 
ent J ourſel ves, that if there be ſo much Sweetneſs 
aP-F in a Drop, there muſt be infinitely more in 
our the Fountain; if there be ſo much Splendor 
ne in a Ray, what muſt the Sun be in its 
lich Glory? N ps * Fong 4 7 
de. Non can we pretend the Remoteneſs of 
che the Object, as if God were at too. great a 
gas Diſtance for our Converſe or our Lope: He 7 
Int not far from every one of: us, far in him, 
andſ aue live, and move; and have our being * 
the we cannot open our Eyes, but we muſt be- 
ra hold ſome Footſteps of his Glory; and we 
cr] cannot turn them toward him, but we ſhalIl 
agel be fure to find bis intent upon us, waiting 
TC} as it were to catch a Look, ready to enter- 
tell tain the moſt intimate Fellowſhip and Com- 
munion with us. Let us therefore endea- "7 
vour to raiſe our Minds to the cleareſt n- 
J ceptions of the divine Natute: Let as conſi 
der that all his Works do declare, or his Word 
_ — of. _ „ uh, ber let us 

Pecia y contem ate t - N 8 re- 
eentation of e was made . 5 
Bo DOE e en 
J * Ads XVII. 277 n 
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15 de Tifeof GOD 
own. Nature by his Son, who was rhe 


| a of 
= 'b1s:Perſon'* , and who appeared 
; N to diſcover at once” what God 
n, and bat we ought to be. Let us repre- 
- font him unto our Minds as we find him de- 
- Eribed/ in the Goſpel; and there we ſhall 
behold the Pertections 2 the divine Nature, 
tho? covered with the Vail of human Infir- 
mitits; and when we have framed unto our 


Being, infinite in Power, in Wiſdom, a 
SBoodneſs, the Author and Fountain of all 
= Perfetions, let us fix the Eyes of our Soul 
= bpor it 1, that our Eyes may affect our 
Heart, and while we are muſing the Fire 
ab burn 4. 

| Eerzeiakur, if hereunto we 44d the 
4 Conſideration of BoD Fa- 
* found vour and Good will toward 

; C 1 us 3 nothing — — 
_ fel to en Qion, 
10 than to Gad wo ay we are be- 
| loved. © Expreſſions of Kind- 
i1 * l e ng — acceptable un- 
eus, tho! the Fn ſhould be or be otherwiſe 
t 1 mean and conternptible: but, to have the 


Toce of one Who is "altogether lovely, to 

| . LO the | mary en gras ot ok 
= * ill; in fx 

nyt * 15 i 3. . Zanmen. i- 31. 

> 5 3, Dſain XXxix. 3» o 


2 


nm. + 


- : 
ao . 
A 


797 is Glory, and the ——— 


ig ſelves the cleareſt Notion that” we can way 
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n ie Soul of Man. 
hath avy regard unto us, how muſt it-over- 
come our, Spirits, and melt our Hearts, and 
put our whole! Soul into a Flame] | Nowyas + 
the Word of God is full of the:Expreſhons 
of his Love towards Man; ſo all his Works 
do loudly proclaim it: He gave us our Be- 
ing, and, by preſerving us in it, doth rene, 
the Donation every Moment. Me hath pla- 
ced us in a rich and well furni nec: World 
and liberally. provided for all :our Nec ſſi- 
tics,; he raineth- down Bleſſings from Hea⸗ 
ven upon us, and cauſeth the Earth tocbri 
forth our — he giveth us our F004 4 
and Raiment, and while we are ſpending  * 
the Productions of one Year, he 2 3 
us againſt another. He ſweetneth oun 
mes with innumefable Comforts, and gra- 
tifieth every Faculty with ſuitable Objects 2 
The Eye dt- his Providence is always upow- 4 
us, and he watcheth for our Safety when we 
are faſt aſlcep, neither minding him nor out 
ſelves., But, leſt we ſhould think theſe Ties 4 
ſtimanies of his Kindneſs leſs conſiderable; 3 


„ . 
| — 


becauſe: they are the eaſy Iſſues of his omni- 


potent Power, and do not put him to any 
Trouble or Pain, he hath taken à more 
wonderſul Method to endear himſelf to us; 
be hath teſtified his Affection to us, by fuls © 
tering as well as by doing; and becauſe be 
could not ſuffer in his owns Nature, he'afo * 
ſumeck ours. I be eternal Son of GOD did 

. K. clotbe 


clothe himfelf with the +Infirmiries of our 


Bleſh; and left the Company of thoſe. inno- 
cent” and bleded Spirits, who knew well 


bow to lore and adore him; that he might 


dwell among Men, and wreſtle with the 


Obſtinacy of that rebellious Race, to reduce 


them to their Allegiance and Felicity, and 
when to offer bimſelf up as a Sacrifice and 


Propitiation for them; I remember one of 


me Pocts hath an ingenious Fancy to expreſs 


the Paſſtun wherewith he found himiclf 


= overcome-after 4 long Reſi ſtance; That the 


Bow, and 


| Gop of Love had ſhot all his golden Ar- 
tos at bim, but could never pierce his 


Heart, till at length he put himſelf into the 


with 
contended with a ſtub- 


born World, and thrown down many a Blei- 


+ 
[ 


* 
"© . 
* » 


= e them, and when all his other 

3 1 

Git ot himſelf, to teſtify his Affection, and 
engage theirs. The Account which we have 


could not prevail, hc at laſt made a 


of our Saviour Eife in the Goſpel, doth 


all along preſent us with the Story of his 


Love; all the Pains that he took, and the 


4 Troubles that he endured, were the wonder - 
& ful Effects, and uncontrollable -Evidences || 
= of-it." But O that laft, that diſmal Scene! 


s it poſſible to-remember it and * 
= . s 4 P Ss 1 14 3 4 > z 
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3 ted himſelf ſtraight into his. 
+ Breaſt: Methinks, this doth ſome Way a- 

= dutnbrate 'GoD's Method cf dealt 
: | * Men 2 He had long 


Fargo green zess 
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thole particular Tokens of Favour and Love, W 


the divine - Favour, and the ſignal Returns | 


| deſigned: on purpoſe to enhance ons Guile; 
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i te Soul of Alan. a» N 
hrs Kindneſs, or deny him ours? Here, here 
it is (my dear Friend) that we ſhould fe | 
our moſt ſerious and Thoughts, that | 
Chriſt may derell in our Hearts by Faithy © 
that r being rooted and grounded in Love; _ 
may be able to comprehend with all Saints, 
what is the Breadrh, and Length, and 
Depth, and Height: And to know nhe 
Love of Chriſt 2whech paſſeth Knoawledpe; 
* may be filled with all the Fulneſs 
Lp ought alſo frequently to reflect ow _ 


which Go hath beſtowed on ourſelves 
how long hath he borr with our — 
Sins, waited to be gracious unto us, 
wreſtling, as it were, with the Stubborn- 
neſs of our Hearts, and eſſaying every Me- 
mod to reclaim us. We ſhould keep a Rew if 
giſter in our Minds of all the eminent Ble. 8 
ings and Deliverances we have met with, 

ſome whereof have been ſo conveyed, thar 
we might clearly percerve they were nat the 
Iſſues of Chance, but the gracious Effects of 


ef our Prayers. Nor oughg we to imbitter 
the Thoughts of theſe Fhings with any _: 
harſh or unworthy Suſpicion, as if they were 


and. heighteh ous ereraaF Damnation. No, 1 
N 4 $L3 £xq 4530. IF. Ot, 05 4 | 
inn, <on 
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r The Ei of GOD. 


no-Pleafure in the Ruin of his Creatures: 
U they abuſe his Ge „and turn his 
Grace into Wantonneſs, and thereby plunge 
themſelves into the greater Depth of Guilt 
and Miſery, this is the Effect of their obſti- 

nate W ic kedneſs, and not the Deſign of thole 

- Benefits which he beſtows. 

Is, theſe Confiderations had once begot- 
J ten in our Hearts a real Love and Affection 
= towards Almighty Gon, that would eaſily 
= lead us unto the other Branches of Religion; 
© and rare, 1 ſhall need tay the lels of 


|; "Wa ſhall find our- Hearts inlarged in 
Charity towards Men, by con- 
Fo leger ſidering the Relation wherein 
* Charity e they ſtand unto Go p, and the 
5 mu remem- lmpreſſes of his Image which 
ber tbat all are ſtamped upon them. 
dien are They are not only his Crea. 
1 1 —— tures, the Workmanſhip of 
1.8 * his Hands, but ſuch of whom 
ii be taketh ipecial Cate, and 


{ ; \ ti * be hath a very dear and tender 


ERegard, ba ving laid the Defi igns of their 
1 Happineſs | before the Foundations of the 
1 1 World, and being willing to liye and con- 
ty $ - verſe: with them to all the Ages of  Eteenity. 
2 The meaneſt and moſt contemptible Perſon 
1 we . is che off Fepring of Heaven, 
one 


1 , 4 4 * 
© . ” 
: 
. 


vo, my Friend, Go p is Love, and he bach 


-n err Men- e c OT TING» 


them : In fame this Image is them. 


mn the Soul of Mon. 93 
one of the Children of the Moſt High; and 
bowever unworthy he might behave bimſelf 
of that Relation, 10 long as GD | bath not 
abdicated and diſowried him by a final Sen» 
tence, he will have us to acknowledge him 
as one of his, and as ſuch to embrace him 
with a fincere and cordial Affection. Lou 
know what a great — WI 


lang ro the Perſon home love 

we jay on e 1 to {ve 
the Child, or Servant a Friend; and ſure 
our Love towards Gop, would as naturally 
ſpring forth in Charity towards Men, did! 
we mind the Intereſt that he is pleaſed to I 
take in them, and conſider that every Soul -- 
is dearer unto him than all the nad 


9 
—_— 
by - 


of 1 
Bi 
2 


A AR, as all Men ſtand in a near R- 
lation to God, fo haare © 4181 3 
ſtill fo much of bis Image That be, 


ſtamped on them, -as may carry hit 
oblige and excite us te le — 


I 


more eminent and conſpicuous, 
and we can diſcern the lovely Traft>of wis 
dom and Goodneis; and though in 4 
it be miſera bly fullied and detuced;'+ yet i- 
it * mc Lineamerits at ö 
8 75 leaſt 4 1 
j „ 2 


8 * 


„ 71 Lie, GOD: © 
PF leaſt do ffill remain. All Men inventions 
with rational and immortal Souls, with Un- 
| Qerſtandings ant Wills, capable of the bigh- 
eſt and molt excellent Things; and if they 
de at preſent diſordered, nd put out of 
Tune, by Wickedneſs' and Folly, this may 
| indeed-move our Compaſſion,” but ought 
not in Reaſon to extinguiſh our Love. 
J Tem oat ns a Perſon of 'a rugged Humour, 
nud perverſe Diſpofirion, full of Malice and 
E. * Diffiniularion, very fooliſh; and very proud; 
it is hard to fall in love with an byect 
what preſents it {elf to us, under an Idea fo 
little grateful and lovely. But when we 
& hall confider theſe evil Qualities as the 
Diſeaſes and Diſtempers of a Soul, which 
in it ſelf is capable of all that Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs wherewith the beſt of Saints ha ve 
ever been adorned, and which may one Day 
come to be raiſed unto ſuch heights of Per- 
fection, as ſhall render it a fit Companion 
der the holy Angels, this will turn our A- 
- verfion"mto- Pity, and make us behold him 
With ſuch Reſentments, as we ſhould have | P 
when we did look on a beautiful Body that | © 
were mangled with Wounds, or disfigured | 2 
by ſome loathfome Diſeaſe; and however th 
dee hate the Vices, we ſhould not ceaſe to 71 
der the Man. 1 
9 * alia next | or parſing - 4 
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ſhould: be. fed and pampered; and the Man 


and repreſent to our Thoughts meditate /t F | 


Fight. Hand, thoſe Pleaſures 
1 For every Man, that bath ie He 


4 , 


mm le S of "Man v8 3 
Souls, nd difinrangling our. | 77 
Achections from the Pleaſures Tbs Eger Pu 
and Enjoyments of this lower . rsry, me 
Liſe, let us frequently po - ſhould cond. 
the Excellency and Dignity der the Dig- 
of our Nature, and what a nity' of our 
ſhameful, and unworthy ' Nature. 
Thing it is, for ſo noble and 0:6 
divine a Creature as the Soul of Man, to be 
ſunk and immerſed. in brutiſh and ſenſual 
Luft, or amuſed with airy and phantaſti- _ 
cal Delights, and ſo to loſe the Reliſh of 
ſolid and ſpiritual Pleaſures ; that the Beaſt 


= 


and the Chriſtian be ſtaryed-in us. Did we 
but mind who we are, and for what we were 
made, this would teach us, in a right Senſe, 
to reverence and ſtand in a we of ourſelves; 
it would beget a holy Modeſty and. 1 
facedneſs, — make us very (hy and reſerv- 
ed in the Uſe of the moſt innocent and al- 
lowable Pleafures. \ 
Ix will be very effectual to the ſame Pur- = 
poſe, that we frequently raiſe 1 
our Minds toward Heaven, e Bon 


the Joys that are at God's 


that endure for evermore ; 


* 
1 . 


f Zohn iii 3. 
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Tho Life of GOD: 
in bim, 1 himſelf, even as be is 
105 8 Ara be much 
in our Thoughts, it wifl make us, .as Srran. 
gers and Pilgrims, to abſtain from feſbiy 
Tuſts, which War againſt the Hu, and 
- ow ourſelves un parted Jr rom this World, 
for the Enjoyments and 
Felicities of the other. But * we muſt 
| fee that our Notions of Heaven be not groſs 


| F and carnal, that we dream not of a Mabo- 


metan Paradiſe, nor reſt on thoſe Metaphors 
- and Similitades- by which theſe Joys are 
ſometimes repreſented : 'For this might per- 
_ haps have a quite contrary effect; it might 
range us further in carnal Affections, 
and we ſhould be ready to indulge ourſelves 
in a very liberal Fore taſte of thoſe Plea- 


Pons —— we have placed our everlaſt- 


Felicity. But hen we come once to 


essteive aright of thoſe pure and m——__ 
f Pleaſures, w the Happineſs we 

to . is from he i Sight, 3 

ad wment of Go p, — out — are 

E filled wich the Ho 

© - that bleſſed State, 

A 8 our Eyes! With hat Dildain ſhall 


N and Pore-t hts of 
1 con- 
here below ap- 


will ali Things- 


2 the groſs and nuddy Pleaſures 
would deprive us of thoſe celeſtial En- 


| 122 or any wen 


= + . Tan 
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u Tax laft Branch of Religion is Humili- 


ch ty, and ſure we can never | 
N. BE want Matter of Confidera- Humility ari- 


tion for begetting it? All /*s from the 
10 our Wickedneſſca and Im- Conſideration 
1d; perfections, all our Follies of our F. 
nd Hand our Sins, may help to ing. 


ol 


pull down that fond- and ++ 
overweening Conceit which: we WS. to 
entertain of ourſelves. That which makes 
iny body eſteem us, is their Knowlenge 
pr Apprehenfion of ſome little Good, and 
their Ignorance of a great deal of Evil that 
ay be in us; were they thoroughly ac- 
uainted with us, they would quickly changes 
cir Opinion. The Thoughts that paſs in 
pur Heart, in the beſt and moſt ſerious Day 

pf our Life, being expoſed unto © public 


W- 


liculous: And now, however we conceik 
dur Failings from one apother; yet ſure ß 


re conſcious ot them ourſelves, and ſome 


_ and allay the Vanity of our Spirits,” 


Femptations and Infirmity ; but becauſe” 
ney were much more intent on their own 


„ 5 


iew, would render us either hateful or ri 


erious Reflections upon them, would much 


aus holy Men have come really ts think 
vorſe of themſelves,” than of any other Per- 
on in the World: Not but that they knew al 
bat groſs and ſcandalous Vices are, in their MY 4 
ature, more heinous than the Surprifals , 
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Miſcarriages, than on thoſe of their Neigbh. 
bours, and did conſider vi the Aggra va 
tions of the one, and every Thing that might 
* to diminiſh and alleviate the 

O 1 6 . 
Bur it is well obſerved by a pious Wri. 
erer, that the deepeſt and 
| Thoughts of moſt pure Humility doth 
F GOD, give not ſo much ariſe from the 
25s the loweſt Confideration of our own 
F- T7houghts of Faults and Defects, as fror 
dbuarſelbes. a, calm and quiet Contem- 
1 plation of the divine Puri. 


| ty and Goodneſs. Our Spots never appear 
0 clearly, as when we place them befor 


in our own. Eyes, than when we look dowr 
vupon ourſclves from on high. O how lit. 


Perfection then appear, for which we a 
wont to value ourſelves! That Humility 
* Which cometh from a View of our oun Sin 
fulneſs and Miſery, is more turbulent an- 
boiſterous ;; but the other layeth us full 
lo, and wanteth nothing but that anguiſh 
and Vexation, wherewith our Souls are ap 
©. to boil when they are the. neareſt Object 
eur Thoughts. 
ux R remains. yet another Means fot 


2 * begettipg a holy and reli 

Prqer ano- gious, Piſpoſition in th 
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this infinite Light; and we never ſeem let 


dle, how nothing. do all tbaſe Shadows of 


ermessen renne renne 
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Soul; and that i is, fervent ther Inſtru- 
and hearty Prayer. Holi- ment of Reli- 
The Bf nets is the Gift of Gon ; gion. 
indeed the greateſt Gift he 
vii. Goth beſtow, or we are capable to receive; 
and azad be hath promiſed his holy Spirit to 
thoſe that ask it of him: In Prayer we 
make the neareſt approaches to Gon, and 
he open to the Influences of Heaven: 
i is that the Sun of Righteoufnefs doth vi- 
fir us with his directeſt Rays, and diſſipat- 
eth our Darkneſs, and impri his Im 
on our Souls. I cannot now 1nfit on 
Advantages of this Exerciſe, or the Difpos 
frions' wherewith it ought to be performed ; Y 
and there is na need that I ſhould, there be- 
4 ſo many Books that treat on this Sub- 
| 2 I ſhall only tell you, chat as there is 
one ſort of Prayer wherein we make Uſe of - 
— Voice, which is neceſſary in Publickey 
and may yy —— Advent 


2 
chirck and ma. fublime kind | 
of Prayer, wherein the Soul takes a higher © 3 
855 having collected all its — 


ras 
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” . 100 © The Iife of GOD «©; - We 
_ Sighs ind Groans, and Thoughts too big 
for Expreſſion. As when, after a deep Con- 
templation of the divine Perſections appear. 
ing in all his Works of Wonder, it addref- 
| ſeth itſelf unto him in the profoundeſt Ado- 
ration of his Majeſty and devs: Or when, 
atter 1ad Reflections on its Vileneſs and 
Miſcarriages, it proſtrates itſelf before him 
© with the greateſt Confuſion and Sorrow, not 
s daring to lift up its Eyes, or utter one 
Mord in his Preſence : Or when having 
well conſidered the Beauty of Holineſs, and 
te unſpeakable *Felicit of thoſe that are 
truly Good, it panteth after Gop, and ſend- 
eth up ſuch * and ardent Deſires, as 
dvd Words can ſufficiently exprels, continuing 
1 + and repea each of theſe Acts as long a 
it finds Fiel opheld by..the Force — Og 
Fulle of the previous Meditation. $657 
Tais mental Prayer, is of all other, the 
1 A molt effectaal to purify the Soul, and diſ- 
unte a holy and religious Temper, 
may be termed, The great Secret of || ſh; 
1 -*- Mevoricn, and one of the moſt powerful In- 
L 3 wanents of the Divine Life ; and it may 
„the Apaſtle hath à peculiar Reſpect un- 
to it, when he ſaith, that the Spirit he 
erb our Infirmities, making Interceſſon for 
45, 208th. Groanings that cannot be uttered, 
or, as the Original may racy That cannot 
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this Sort of Prayer, as to ſuperſede the Uſe 
of the other; for we have ſo many ſevera 
Things to pray for, and every Petition -c 
this Nature, requireth ſo much Time, a 
ſo great an Intention of Spirit, that it were 
not eaſy therein to overtake them all; to 
ſay nothing. that the deep Sighs and Heav- 
ings of the Heart, which are wont to accom- 
pany it, are ſomething oppreſſi ve to Nature, 
and make it hard to continue long in them. 
But certainly a few ot theſe inward Aſpira- 
tions, will do more than a great many fluent i 
and melting Expreſſions. 
Tavs 45 dear Friend) I have briefſ- 
ly propoſed the Method which 
I judge proper, for moulding, Religion #8 "A 
the Soul into a holy Frame; to be advatth, © 
and the ſame Means which ced by the + 
ſerve to beget this divine _ ſame means 
Temper, muſt ſtill be prac- by hihi, 
tiſed for ſtrengthning and ad- "i 
vancing it: And therefore I 1 
ſhall recommend but one 
more for that Purpoſe, and it The T 7. 
is the frequent and conſcien · the Holy $45” 
dous Uſe of the holy Sacra- cram —_ 
ment, which is peculiarly ap- * 1 
inted to nouriſh and increaſe the Spiritu< =: 
al Life, when once it is begotten in the Soul? 
All the Inftruments of Religion do meet to- 
gether in this Ordinance; and while we ad- 
, ad - | a 55 1 . dreſs 
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12 - The Life of GOD 
onrſelves unto it, we are put to practiſe 
al the Res which were m-ntionerd before: 
= ie id, that we make the ſevereſt Sur. 
rey of 'our Actions, and lay the ſtricteſt 
Obligations on ourſelves: are our 
Minds raiſed to the higheſt Contempt of the 
World, and every Grace doth exerciſe itſelſ 
= with the greateſt Activity and Vigour: All 
1 the Subjetts of Contemplation do there pre- 
tent themfelves unto us with the greateſt Ad- 
vantage; and then, if ever, the Soul 
make its moſt powerful Sallies towards Hea- 
ven, and aſſault it with a holy and accep- 
de Foree. And certainly the neglect or 
- carcleſs Performance of this Daty is one of 
the chief Cauſci that bed warf 4 Religion, 
uc makes us continue of ſo low a Size. 
Bor it is time I ſhould put a coſe to 
W - this Ven: which is grown to 4 far greater 
= Bulk than at firſt I intended: If theſe poor 
| 3 enn do you the ſmalleſt Service, ! 
3 Anal think my lelf very happy iu this Un- 
We: ing; at Taft, lam hopeful, you will 
2B accept the fncere Endeavours of 4 
: pb ey who would fam acquit himſelf oſ 
2 of Oy he owes you. 
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N PRAYER, 


ur «AND now, 0 moſt gracious ails. 4 
the Father and Fountain of of Mercy and 
cl © Goodneſs, who haſt bleſſed us wa the 
AY « Knowledge of our Happineſs, and the 
re- © Way that leadeth unto- it, excite in our 

d- © Souls ſuch ardent Deſires aſter the one, as ⁵ 
ul «© may put us forth to the diligent: Proſecu- Mi 
tion of che other: Let us'neither preſume i 
ep. © on our own Strength, nor diſtruſt thy Pi- 
ory © vine Aſſiſtance ; Bus while we are doing - 
* of W our utmoſt F teach us ſtill t 
on, depend on thee for Succeſs. Open guss 
= C Eyes, O God, and teach us out of thy 
rofl Law: Bleſs us with an exact and tenden 
er © S-nſe of our Duty, and a Knowledge todiſ- 
oor F * cern perverſe Things: O that our Ways 
, If © were directed to keep thy Statutes, then al 
In- &« ſhall we not be aſhamed when we ha 9 
vil Reſpect unto all thy Command mente. 
d „ ſeſs our Hearts with a generous anafhali 3 
off Diſdain of all thoſe poor Enjuyments:which * 
this World holdeth out to allure. chase 

6 Ir may never be able to inssigſe gut 

Qions, or betray ug any Sin; urn 
our Eyes, from bebolding 5 * 
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| © oar Souls wih _— and full 
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te The Life of GOD 
| « Perfuafion of thoſe great Truths which 
u thou haſt reveal'd in the Goſpel, as may 
t influence and regulate our whole Converſa- 
« tion, and that the Life whieh we henceforth 
« Jive in the Fleſh, we may live thro? Faith 
em the Son of Gop. O that the infinite 
Perfections of thy bleſſed Nature, and the 
z zftoniſhing Expreſſions of thy Goodneſs 
e and Love, may conquer and vverpower 
u our Hearts, that they may be conſtant] 
« rjifing toward thee in Flames of devoute 
Affection, and enlarging themſelves in ſin- 
4% cere and cordial Love towards all the 
World for thy Sake; and that we may 
- cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of 
= Fleſh and Spirit, perfeting Holineſs in 
ei Fear, without which we can never 
= *hope-to behold and enjoy thee. Finally, 
= «O Gop, grant, that the Confideration of 
what thou art, and what we ourſelves are, 
way both humble and lay us low before 
er, and alſo ſtir op in us the ſtrongeſt 
ad moſt ardent Aſpirations toward thee. 
_— We defirc to reſign and give up ourſelves 
d dhe Conduct of thy bol Spirit ; lead 
mu i cy Truth, and wich us, for tho 
bart i Gop of our Salvation; guide us 
with thy Counſel, and afterwards receive 
EK *ugunto Glory, for the Merits andilaterce(- 
Ki ng ty bleflcd 1 it en 
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1. A SHORT PRAYER, Ar FiRsT + 
RISING IN THE MORNING. . = 


W | 


T becomes ' me, O Lord, before thee 4 
Thoughts of this World get Poſſeſſia ß 

of my Mind. to lay hold on the firſt O⁵ 
tunity this Day affords me, of worſtripplligntl N 
thee my Creator and Governor. I adore chew 
f Perfections of thy Nature; and acknowledge.) 1 
thine ufideſerved Goodnels to me. I bleis 
thee for every Inſtance of it, thro my hole? 
Life: And, at this Time Cal Pet r] 
the warchful Care of thy 1 apa 
by which I have been n Ja Dans - 
gers of the laſt Night. 1 intreat of cee alone, ©: 1 4 
as the Father — Judge of Mankind che <1 
Pardon of eyery Tran — "i + 
$a of my Duty, thro? my whole: 

beg pon thoſe Terms only, W 
ihe: a5 thy Nature, and rhe xs 


2 Re Ter. 
us. I here acknowledge myſelf thy Creature, 
- and thy Servant, and: the * thy 
Son; 2 as fuch, obliged by a the ſtrict 
_— eſt Ties f Dugy, Gratitude and Intereſt, 
= Hfinccrely to ſearch out-and perform thy Will; | 
nud never wiltully to offen Ih inſt thy- ho- 
I Laws. I now intreat thy fitherly Good- 
- neſs towards me; and beg of thee, the Go- 
=> vernor of e World, Protection and Favour : 
Peroſeſſing before thee, my entire Deper« 
= dence, thy Wiidom,- Power and Gcol.- 
= neſs; Defend me, I beſcech thee, this D. y, 
= frim all; Dangers and fad. Accidents. Guard 
5 I de, by the Diſpoſitions of thy good Provi- 
rem all the Ways of Sin: Ard-lead 
= forward; in the Paths of all Virtue, to: 
| 2 s the true Perfection ard Happineſs of 
reslorable-Creature. Accept, ( , this 
fit Service of tis Day, ac ing, to 
. by. Gnodneſs and Mercy in. Chriſt Jetus 
Rane ooly Son our Lord, in whoſe. Name, 
| > Hou in whoſe Words, I farther- call wpon 


* 0 0 . Father Who att jn e hal, 
owed be/ty Name, Thy Kingdom come, 

* Thy Hill de done in Barth, as it is. 
4 3s « Heaven. Give us this Day our daily I, 
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F.* And Hrgive us our reipaſſes, a5 A 

A ide them that treſpaſs again 
not into. Temptation z _— 
0 from Evil: Fer ide i thy 


22 = 
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ATE EY Proj” Fa 
the: Power, and the it? for ever 1 


Lever. * 


eff LEV — 

„in; 

be. 4 bert PaAv=, af Viss, I _ 

* fore going. to Bet. 
0- : 

ur: GOD; my great Creator, beirn a 

ren. and Bene factor, L approachi thee W1‚ nm 


:01-M the ſincereſt Reverence and Huraility, to 4 
- pay the laſt Acknowledgments of 1 
ard to thee, before my Eyes are cloſed wi Slee p- 
ovi-Z1 aiſe and magni thy Name fur al E 

3 1 e - at. this Time; 3 
to: Preſervation” of me through the paſt Days 4 
$ Of ” for that: tender Cart and ab 


. 0 been the 5 e Fr T | 


efus Ml Sin and Calamity, with which this d N A 
me, I State ſo much abounds, Wb 7 
9 


or, Happineſs. I, enjoy, 6. 

Praiſe 24% and 83 
IYperſections, and Failings 7575 Tal 
ns, and Neglects, in kalte 

Faw and my Dary, JL. 5 . 
Y > e] Iv 
1 * of. them fm 
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I my Conduct, through the paſt Day ; and 
e me, and all in whom | am concerned, 
* into thy Care and Prote&ion through this 
- Nis ht. Defend. us, if it be thy holy Will, 
Bo — the Defig f evil Men, and from eve. 
7 Thin Fas. and hurtful: And lead us 
all, in the Paths of Holineſs, to everlaſting 
Life and Happineſs, through thy fatherly 
Goodneſs, _ thy Love to Mankind, de- 
_ Clared by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 
0 hom be Glory for ever. Amen. 


— 


* ” 


- 
PR 


— 
222 
* 
1 : 
* 


A . * 
34 - me 
7 * * 4 * 
. 2 
1 


W 


| . longer pana vr, ro be uſed at ary 
= i or her Time of the Day. _—© 


3 8 
1 GOD; who art the Father and Lord 
SF of all Bei ings, and glorious im all Per. 
3 Jong 1 ons, unworthy Creature" and 
rant, in the deepeſt Senſe of my+ own 
old ImperfeRions, approach thy Di- 
bine Majeſty; beſeeching thee, out of the 
© Mbagndance of thy Goodneſs,” to be merciful 
ee. 1 acknowledge, that many have 
„bern My Failings and Negleęcts, through tät 
# Courſe c my L ; and that, if thou 82 
be extreme is mark” doch to püniſh, 20 hat 
., in evety Degree and eyery Initance, 1, 


Portion ol Fa- 


1 ee 
of oF _ 
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"thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, encourage me to hope 


thy Favour upon the Terms declared in that - 


- Acceptfllikewiſe, the Acknowledonivans 


fdren, of Men. I blefs-ahee that, en it 
pleated thee to bring me to Being, I was. 
made capable of knowing a 
aa enjoying thy Fa 
eee been cal 


Nature, and tie Holy Goſpel, preached by 


in thee for Mercy and Forgiveneſs : And 
therefore, as his eee in ExpeQtation'of 


Goſpel, I earneſtly beſeech thee to forgive 
every Thought, every Word, and every Ac, 
tion, by which I have in the leaſt Degree MM 
offended thee, or tranſgreſſed the Rules of 
Virtue and true Religion from the Begin- 
ning of my Life, to this Hour. And this r'Y 
beg, fincerely reſolving to endeayaur after. = 
a greater Degree of Perfection, and a greateF 
Conformity to thy Holy Will for the Time 
to come; and hoping, on this C'\nditfon 

alone, to be received by thee to Favour het,» 
and eternaþ Happineſs bereafterr: 


of my Heart and Mouth, which are ſo ind 
penſably He to the Perſections of thy "Nas 
ute, and thy Goodneſs to thy Creatures, E-8 

adore, and celebrate the unalterable Glaries 2 
of thy Power, adorgeqend Grefted by uns 2 | 
erring Wiſdom and/Goodnels ;- and blies 
and praiſe thee, for every Inſtance-of "hy 
tender Regards to me, and to all the (e 


8 — 4 
imitating thece, 
5. 1 bleſs. thee 
- 5 * * I 


ded to the 
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6 Forms of Prayers. 
ora Reli igian, from which I have received 
many and great Advantages, Aſſiſtances 
Wand Opportunities, towards the anfwerin 
the true Defign of my Creation. I bleſs 
| me that, b 1 Diſpoſitions of th 
Providence, Thee been led to a juſt B 
of the Excellence of Virtue, and of the Im- 
nce of true Religion; and that this 
. e been improved by the beſt Ex- 
samples and Sentiments of others, and by 
\ H . Inſtances of thy merciful Cate 
K * 8 
* 5 I praiſe thy Holy Name for all that th 
| Son Jeſus Chriſt did, and taught, and ſul 
een in this World, order t redeem Man- 
2 from the Power and Puniſhment of 
Sins; to lead them more effectually to 
* the Knowledge of thee, and the Practice of 
+ erg 1 and to confirm to them the rea- 
ope of being immortally happy 
For theſe 12 all thy Mercies, 
bn another and a better Life than 
lem Soul magnify thee, O 
= art, and all the Powers within, me praiſe 


R. 


f 1 thoſ y Inſtances of thy Mercy, by which 
thou bat made my Eſtate, in this ſhort 
+ anduncertain life, much happier than it could 

been! without them; tor affording: me 
wot dn 5 the Waffe ma- 
"INV" oy 
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ht [ to 11 75 to thank the for. 
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| a Love of thee, as may expreſs itielf in the 


parts of it. Lead all proteffed Chriſti- | 
1 e 


2 


ene, Prayer. * 


”" EY 
my of che. moſt deſireable Conveniencies oF 
ſuch a State. Continue, O Lord, I beſeech 

thee, theſe thy temporal Favours to me, if 

thou ſerſt it conſiſtent with my chief and e- 
ternal Good: If not, lead me to eternal 
Life in whatever Paths thou ſeeſt fir. I re- 
ſign myſelf, and all my Concerns, into thine 
Hands; and entreat thee to be my Guide, 
and my Governor, unto Death. Let the 
Senſe of thele thine undeſerved Merctes, in- 
ſpire me with ſuch a Gratitude as max 
= itſelf in the ſuitable Returns of a gg Ml 
Life and holy Converſation ; and with ſuch 7 


keeping thy Commandments. 
 WnarTEtver moral Imperſections there 
are ſtill in me, direct me to the*Knowledge 
of them, and to the proper Means of putting 
an End to them: And aſſiſt me, by all tue 
Methods of thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in 

the great Work I have to do, the perſec- 
ting my Mind in all that is tray excellent, 

and the working out my Salvation in the 7 
Methods agreeable to thy holy Will, andt6= 
the Obligations of a reaſovable,Creature 4 
I belecch thee likewiſe, to be Merrifuf ts 
the whole World. Enlighten the ark Cor. f 
ners of it with the true Knowledge of ther 
and of thy Goſpel, in its Simplicity; and 
Ie the Seeds of all Virtue ard Ha ppineſe 
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4 Forms of Prayer. 

ans to Truth, and Righteouſneſs, and Peace; 
that ſo they may be an Honour to the Re- 
ligion they profeſs. Put an End to Idolatry, 
and Superſtition, and all ſpiritual Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion. - Give an open Check to 
all that Pride and Ambition which difturb 
= the World. Quiet the turbulent Spirits, 
od compoſe the unchriſtian Animoſities of 

; Mankind. | | 
Loox down, with much Mercy, upon 
chis my native Country. Cure our evil 
Tempers ; and conquer eur unchriſtian and 
+ ancharitable Diſpolitions; and grant that, 
gat Length, mutual Love and Charity may 
. flouriſh and abound amongſt us, amidſt our 
reateſt Differences. Pour down all Bleſ- 
* ſpiritual and temporal, upon our 
-Kinc, and his Royal Family. Endow 
= him, and thoſe who are called to any Office 
under him, for the Adminiſtration of Ju- 
& Mice, or Government, amongſt us, with all 
= Gifts and Abilities neceſſary for the Dif- 
charge of their great Truſt ; and proſper and 
= protect them in the due Execution of it. 


+. © FTORP © Þ REY FERRY 


== £Tcad all the Miniſters. of thy Goſpel to 
teach "thy Truth in Simplicity; and, by 

= their Example and Doctrine, to bring them- 

—_— fclves and thoſe who hear them, to eternal 

= Liſe. 1 by "S: 

| - Ex TEND thy Mercy and , Compaſſion 

E to All afflicted Perlons, of whatſoe ver Sort 
End ; . * 
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Farms of Prayer. =D. 
or Degree their Afflictions may be; to all 
who are in a State of Uneaſipeſs of Mind, 
or Pain of Body, a State of Want, or Sor- 
row, of Perſecution, or Oppreſbon.z giving 
to them all the Supports and Aſſiſtances 
ſuitable to their ſeveral Diſtreſſes; and, in 
thy good. Time, an happy lſſue out of all 
their Calamities. Bleſs all in whom I am 
nearly concerned, with every thing truly 
good for them. Shower down thy Mercies 
on my Friends and Benefactors; granting 
them all Happineſs here, and. hereafter, 
Forgive all my Enemies, it ſuch there be, 
and ſhew thy Mercy to them. 

FIN ALL v, O Lord, pardon all my paſt 
Sins; guide and govern me, by thy Holy 
Spirit, in my ſincere Endea vours to attain 
exerlaſting Life. Promote my true Happt- 
neſs, as thou ſeeſt fit; and mercifully receive 
me, and my imperfect Services, according to 
thy Goodneſs N 3 by thy Well-beloved 3 
Son Jeſus Chriſt : In whoſe Name I otter” 7 
up all my Addreſſes to thy Throne, ah 
atcribe to thee all Glory and Praiſe, now © 
and for ever. Amen. : 5 '> 7 
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„ 4. large Form of Pu AER, for mort 
oY Particular Occaſions. © g 
0 G OD, the, ſupteme Maker and Go- 
5 vernor of the World, perfect in all 


ö 
» 
_— 
% 


S that is truly ercar and lovely; I, thine un- 
= worthy Servant, appear before thee, under a 
= deep Senſe of thy glorious Perfections, and 
ot my own great and many Failings and Im- 
perſections. Under this Senſe, the great Sup- 
port and Satisfaction to my Mind is, That 
thou art feady to accept of the fincere En- 
1 dea vours of t y Creatures to reform whate- 

ver has been amiſs in their paſt Conduct; 
= and that thou haſt ſent thy Son Ze/us Chriſt 
= Into the World, to /ave us from our Sins, 
and to declare to us plainly the Terms of 
= Thy Forgivencis and Favour : In his Name, 
= therefore, I preſent myſelf before thee ; and, 
RIFT Ding: I entreat of thee, the Pardon 
= of whatfocver thou haſt ſeen amiſs in me, 
pom the Beginning of my Life unto this 
Day. Forgive, O. Lord, every Thought of 
my Mind which has been diſagreeable to 
thy Nature and Precepts; every Word of 
my Mouth, unworthy of a Man, or à Chri- 
ſtian; every Inſtance of my Behaviour yhich 
bas deen diſpleaſing to thee, or my wk 
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, 4 
Conſcience: Every Offence, of whatſoever . 
Sort or Degree, againſt thee, my Neighbour, 
or myſelf. Forgive me all the Sins which 
e I myſelf can now call to my own Remem- 
| brance, partitularly, * And forgive me | 
likewiſe all thoſe Tranſgreſſions of thy hol | 
Will, which may now be out of the Reach 
| 


* 

U of my Memory, but have been open to thine 

6 all- ſeeing Eye, and are known to thee with 

n all their Circumſtances and Aggrayations. ? 
d Pan Do me, O Lord, according to thy 

n- loving Kindneſs, and the Declarations made 
p- by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt : And grant me 


at that Forgiveneſs, which J neither ask nor 
n- expect, but upon thoſe Terms and Condi- 
e- tions which thy Holineſs and Mercy have 
t; laid down in his Goſpel. Behold, O Lord, 
iſt I heartily forgive all who have, in any In» 
IS, ſtance, or in any Degree, offended or injur- 
of ed me: Without which I ought toentertaih 3 
e, no Hopes of my own Forgiveneſs. © And if 
id, I have myſelt injured any Perſon, I am as 
on truly diſpoſed and ready to make all poi 
ne, dle Reparation, as I am to entreat thy Fa- 
his vour to myſelf. And gs Tam fenfible that ©; 


of no 
to — — 2 1 * b — —_——_ — — 
of Here it may be proper for,a Perſon to 


ae any remarkable Inftances, if he be con- 


ich ; ions of any uch: but highly improper to con- 
un + fels; Sing, be knows nor hiniſelf ro. 
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12 Forms of Prayer. 
no Forgiveneſs can be expected, according to 
thy Goſpel; without — of 32 [ 
 feriouſly renounce all Communication with 
+ whatloeyer is diſpleaſing to thee ; and fin- 
cerely reſolve, through thy Grace, to cor- 
rect every Thing that is amiſs in my Tem- 
h K. and Behaviour; and to bring myſelf 
till nearer. to thy Holineſs and Happineſs. 
| 4H, 6 me, therefore, as thou haſt promit- 
= And give Succeſs, I earneſtly beſeech thee, 
by thy 2 Fa vour, to theſe Purpoſes 
and Defigns of my Soul. 
Ap now, O Lord, according to the 
fame Goodneſs to thy Creatures, graciouſſy 
teceive the earneſt Petitions which I offer to 
4 thee for every Good that it is fit for me to 
pray for. I acknowledge thee to be the 
great Author of all our Beings; the Origi- 
nal of all our Happineſs ; the Giver of all 
1 Gifts; and the Diſpoſer of all Events: 
And therefore, proſeſs my Dependence up- 
on thee alone for every Thing 1 ought to 
= wiſh for, or defire, I am ſenſible, O Lord, 
wat to thee entirely I muſt owe every De- 
= grce of Happineſs I can ever enjy, or hope 
= for. Iam fenfible that thou art the tender- 
eſt Father, and beſt Friend, to thy Crea- 
WW tures ; Diſpoſed to lead them to their grea- 
teeſt Good; and ready to promote and aifilt 
chen finccre Endcavyours after it. And 
_ e 


y thy Son. Accept me to thy Merey; 
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tisfaction and Happineſs of all about me 
K 5 5 1 to 


Forms of Prayer. 1109 
thetef ire, before thee, and in thy Preſence; I 
willingly lay open the Defires and Wiſhes * 
of my Soul, which I think agreeable to 
Reaſon, and thy holy Will. 2255 

Jeſteem it the Glory of our Nature that 
we are, made capable of ſuch an exalted and 
rational Happineſs as reſults from the Know- 
ledge of thee, aud the Imitation of thy mo- 
ra] Perfections. And as thou haſt more 
fully aſſured us of this, in the Chriſtian 
Religion, let the ſerious Confideration of 
that Grace and Mercy, which hath appear- -M 
ed in that Diſpenſation, effectually lead me 
to the good End propoſed in it. Let the © 
holy Precepts of that perfect Inſtitution by | 
which I profeſs to be guided, and the un- 
ſpotted Example of that great Maſter, whoſe. 

*ollower I defire to be accounted, engige 
me to live, in all reſpects, as becomes the, i 
Goſpel, and the Diſciple of Jeſs Crit 
Particularly, 'O Lord, let the Conſideration 
of the peculiar Genius of that Goſpel, and - 
of thoſe Virtues which the great Author ot 
it accounted the Glory of his own Life, ius 
fluence me to endeavour to excel in theme 
And engage me to love the whole Race of WM 
Mankind with an univerſal Charity, and 
beneficent Diſpoſition; to rejoice at al — 
portunities of doing Good either to the Souls 

or Bodies of Men; and of adding to the Sa- 


1 


is 


= a: 


”. 2 


— — 
— — 


eme Prayer. | 
do ſtoop even to the loweſt Offices of Kind- 
nes te others ; to be ready to forgive the 
E ſt and moſt unde ſerved Injuries, and 
to return Pity and Good-will fur them; and 
i be ever willing to condeſcend and yield 
br che Good of others: That ſo, the trueſt 
= Humility, and the moſt extenſive Charity, 
may adorn every Action and Circumſtance 
= of my Life ; and all Pride, and Pa ſſion, and 
= Uncharitableneſs, may be check'd and ſub- 
dued by the Power of Religion; and the 


-| 
4 J 
Wa I 

j 


_ Lovelineſs af the contrary Virtues. J 
Lx x the Senſe of my own many Fa ilings, 
ud the Imperſections of our Nature, diſpoſe 


de to be willing to put a candid and fa vour- 


. 
— 
1 
. - 


def others, which can juſtly and tea ſonably 
and it, or admit of it; as well as to be 
err ready to forgive the, Offences of athers 
_— towards myſelf, And let the Senſe of thy 
== Goodneſs, in allowing me ftill Time and 
| 1 Opportunity, fur r my Soul in all 
1 Wat d praiſe. worthy, induce. me to ſtudy 
doors conſtantly and uniformly to pleale and 


PTT 
M outward Condition, with reſpect to 
we gnod Things. of this World, it is my 
Happipeſe, as well as Duty, to rr fer wholly 
wc wie Wilt and Pleature, But as thou 


7 


__ haftordoincd; us to belong to this World, 


ed 


le Interpretation upon all thoſe Actions 


as well as to expect another, and haſt tram. 


| ed us ſo, that we cannot but be ſenſibly Af- 


Forms of Prayer. 15 
ſected with our good and bad Eſtate here 
below; of rhee therefore, it becomes us to 
beg, with Submiſſion to thy Providence, the 
Security and Continuance of the good Things 
we already enjoy ; and the Increaſe of them, - 
if that be truly good and needful. And as, 
by thy Appointment, I have already expe- 
rienced, in this World, many Evils and Af. 
fictions, and have been Witneſs to any 
more around me, ſuffer me to implore the 
gracious Regards of thy Fatherly Affection 
towards me, and te pray to thee, with re- 
ſpect to them, according to the Pattern of thy 
Son 1 Chriſt, Father, if it be poſſible ; 
it it be conſiſtent with, and agreeable to thy 
wiſe and gracious Purpoles, ſecure we, and 
all in whoſe Happineſs I am moſt nearly 
concerned, from 45 ſad Accidents, and ela- 
lamitous Events; from all tormenting Paine, 
and grievous Diſeaſes; and from erer 
thing inconſiſtent with ſuch an Happineſs a 
may lawfully be deſired in this tranfitor 
World; Nevertheleſs, not as I ul, . but 
as thou wilt: And therefore, O Lo R p, 1 
thy unerring Wiſdom ſhall otherwiſe deter- 
mine, let the ſerious Meditation on the Ex- i 
ample of Criſt himſelf, and that innumer- 
able Company of the beſt of Men, who have 
gone before me in this ConfliR, inſpire me 
with a Zeal to imitate their Patience ; _ 2 
| TR? let 


ie Forms of Prayer. 
let the Contemplation of thy Fatherly Good- 


neſs engage me, to an hearty and rational 
- Submiſſion to all thy Piſpenſations; remem- 
bring what an Happineſs it is, to be under 
the nere of a Being who knows what 
is in. all Reſpects beſt; and who cannct 
afflict his Creatures but for wiſe and good 
Ends. And let the Senſe of thy gracious 
Deſign in all my AfﬀMictions, lead me to the 
true and right Uſe of them; to diſengage 
my AfﬀcHons more and more from this 
World, and to ſeek for Happineſs in a bet- 
ter and never changing State. | 
Lux the Cookiderativn of the Certainty 
of Death, the End of all temporal Evils, 
influence me to endeavour to make it happy, 
# - by ſuch a virtuous Life as may give me a 
well-grounded Hope in thy Mercy. Let 
tze Review of thoſe Uncertainties and Trou- 
= - bles I have met with in this World, render 
me the more ready and contented, at thy 
appointed time, to leave it: And let the 
Proſpect of Glory and Happineſs hereafter 
exalt my Mind above any fond Regards to 
this vain and tranſitory Life; and enable 
mie to act as becomes one who truly believes 


2 2 222.8 D ... * A 


Life and Immortality to be brought to 
aht through the Gel. 
== Fixarrty, O Loxp; my great andpy 
chief Requeſt, for myſelf, is, That, by thy. 

WY favour, I may obtain everlaſting Happinelsſiang 


here- 


— — 


hereafter ; and that the State of this World, 
with reſpect to me, may be ſo ordered, and 
the Trials, to be appointed for me ta it, may 


Powers, as moſt effectually to promote and 
ſecure my eternal and teſt Good, after 
the few Days of this Life are paſt away. 
Deny to me, therefore, out of thy great 
Goodneſs, whatſoever is truly bad or unfit 
for me; h I ſhould be ſo weak as to 
defire and wiſh for it : And grant me 


ſo blind, and fo void of Wi 
as not to fce, or ask it. As far as my Peti- 
tions are reaſonable, and agreeable to the e · 
ternal Laws of - Wiſdom, and the Pu 
of thy Goyerning Providence, and the Ht 


0 


ly 


able Conſent to them: As far as they ate 


mit my own Will entirely to thine : And, 
in a Senſe of my own ImperfeQions, 
beg of thee to accept of the Sincerity of 
art; and; out of thine abundant G 
jeſs, to-overlook and paſs by all the Deſe Rs 
df my Services, 7, 


indiſpenſable Tribute of the fincereſt 
dps Ates and Tu ANRSGMVIN Os of my 
Soul ; due to the Glories of thy Nature, 
1 to thy thy My to thy- Creatures. 


— * : 
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be ſo proportioned to my Condition and 
'Thing that is truly for me; thou 44 
ſhould de 21. 5 


ſes 


not fo, I utterly renounce them; and ſub- 1 | 


— Fs 
* \ 
* 
1 v 7 
* 
1 


— — 4 — 2 - —_ . — — 


Goſpel, ſo far only, I entreat thy favoar- _ 


To theſe Petitions it becomes me to add 5 


18 Frs of Prayer. | 
I know, O Gov, that thy PerfeRions are far 
"exalted above all that can be conceived or 

| expreſſed by us; that thy Mercies are above 
all our Thanks; and that thy unalterable 

Attributes ſtand not in need of any Ho- 
mage we can pay; but it becomes us to ac · 

knowledge and celebrate tbe. 

T - Trx Glories of thy Nature are the Glo- 

tries of perſect Power, adorned with perfect 
Goodneſs and Holineſs, and guided by un- 
erring Wiſdom and Knowledge; ſuch Glo- 

_ ics as are, in themſelves, worthy: of our 
= Higheſt Admiration and Praiſes, as well at 

the Foundation of all the Happineſs we our i © 
ſel ves can poſſibly enjoy or hope for. : 
Ap as it becomes us to celebrate the 
lovely Perfections of thy Nature, as it is in d 
_ itfelf; ſo are we indiſpenſably obliged to 
pay thee our moſt grateful - Acknowledy- 
ments for the Diſplay of thoſe Perfection 
in all thy Diſpentations towards thy Crea- 

_  "rures, and- for every Inſtancè · of thy tender 

Regard to us. Accept therefore, O graci- 
ous Lord and merciful Father, the poc 
Tribute dt mine unſeigned Thanks for the 

= manifold Experiences which -I have had o 
W _ thy Loving Kindneſe, and the' many Marks 

l have received of thine unde ſerved Favour, 

= To thee | owe my. Being, and, together 

WF with it, all the Faculties-and+ Pœers tha 

diſtinguiſh our Nature from that of ; the 

EL x rut 


EY OIFF WY e On «. 


— — 


and comply with his Terms, I bleſs thee; * 


Eh Forms of Prayer. 1s 
brute Part of the Creation. And when 1 
conſider what it is to be made ble of 
knowing thee, the Fountain of all Good, 
of imitating thee, the Great Original of ail F 
Perſection; and of enjoying thy Favour, the: - 
Foundation of all laſting and ſubſtantial 
Happineſs ; I muſt. acknowledge thine un- 
deſerved Goodneſs, and for ever praiſe thee. - 
for making me capable of fo ineſtimable 
Bleflings, $44 1 £41 

I muſt remember likewiſe, with the kigh-. - 
eſt Gratitude, befure thee, that, in order to- - 
ſecure and carry forward this gracious End _ 
ol our Creation the more effectually, it hath 
pleaſed. thy Goodneſs to ſend thy Beloved 
Son into the World, to teach, and live, and 
die, in order to ſave us from our Sins, and +} 
to conduct us effectually to true and ver- 
laling Happineſs, I bleſs thee for the Di- 
vine Iloſtructions he hath given his'Follow- -; 
ers concernipg the certain Method of obtain- 
0s eternal 'Life'; for the blameleſa and per- 
fect Example of Holineſs add Patience he 
hath ſet before us; for his bumbling him 


1 
: 


ſelf even to the Death upon the Cos, and 
ſhedding his Blood even for the Remiſſion 


of our Sins ; and for his plain Declaxations 
of thy gracious Acceptance of all ſuch as 

ſincerely receive. him for their Saviour ank 
their Lord, and heartily endeavour to know. 


C 2 for 
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| for the mighty Evidences he gave, that he 
was truly ſent by thee. on ſo gracious an 
Ecrrard, by the Purity of his Doctrine; by 
the Integrity of his Life; by the Nature 
and Number of his Miracles; by the Glory 
of his Reſurrection after an ignominious 
Death ; by his Aſcenſion into Heaven; and 
by his you down from thence the won- 
derſul ( fn os the Holy Spirit, in order to 

the Propagation of his Religion, and the 
Settlement of his Church; by all theſe Ar- 
e our Minds in Peace and 


Happiseſt; the more forcibly. to 
follow ate it, and the more likely to obtain 
great De it, i ” not wanting to 
. — For al which lnſtances of thine 
* undeſerved and ineftimable Goodneſs, no 
Words can ſufficiently expreſs the grateful 
Sentiments which-ought to fill and poſſeſs 
EEE "Ae: 
8 _ 64 4 * c- 
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 Accryr likewiſe, O Gop, my moſt } 
hearty and unfeigned Thanks, for the con- 
ſtant. Regards of thy good Providence to- 
wards me: To which I am indebted for 
many fingular and peculiar Ha ppineſſes. To 
thee I owe, that I was born in a Country 
where Chriſtianity is ſecurely profeſſed 3 
that I have been inſtructed in the Principles 
of true Religion and Virtue ; and my Mind 
led to the Knowledge of the moſt uſeful and, 
important Truths: And particulatly, that I 
have been ſecured, by thy 8 rom ma- 
ny of thoſe great and hazardous Trials which 
ha ve ſo often proved fatal to others. To 
thee I owe whatever Opportunities I have _ = 
enjoyed of improving myſelf in what 1struly | 
praiſe- worthy ; whatever peculiar Advanta- 
ges there are in that Condition, in which it 
ath pleaſed thee to place me, with reſpect to 
this World, towards the attaining the great= 
eſt Good and Happineſs of a reaſonable 7 
Creatyre, To thee, the Great Creator ank 
Governor of the World, I owe all theſe 
Bleflings ; and to thee I offer up my fincer- 
eft Acknowledgments for them. 
[ blefs thee for that daily Care of thy Go- 3 
vernment over this World, by which I have 
been preſerved, ever ſince 1 was born, from 
innumerable Dangers ; many more than 3 
can number, and many more than I know 
of, A Mercy! which 1 ought thank ſull 
* © © 3 RS ts "i 
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to acknowledge, not merely with reſpe& to Metz 

his Life, but to a better: as by this Means pe 

I have ſtill greater Opportunities of advances Nen 

ing yet farther in the Paths of Virtue, and ft! 

obtaining an Increaſe of Happineſs in the Wof 

World to come. 18 
I defire likewiſe to offer up my unſeigned 

Thanks for all thoſe temporal Bleffings and f. 
Conveniencies, by which thou haſt made 

my Paſſage through this World much more G 

- tolerable and eaſy than it could otherwiſe i vc 

- have been; for the Uſe of my Reaſon and w. 

Underſtanding reſerved o me, without le: 

which other Bleſſings are vain ; for that me 

Meaſure of Health ard Strength; that Eaſe, an 
and Freedom from Pain, which I have en- mi 
” Jjoyed; for the Supports of Friendſhip and kr 
„Society; for the Comforts of Focd, and th 
 Raiment, and Habitation ; and for all the fu 
* good Things with which thou haft in Mer- do 
cy ſurrounded me, and thoſe in whoſe good Se 
=> Effate I am nearly concerned: Whilſt ſo to 
many others paſs their Lives under the hea- 
vy Preſſure of che contrary Evils. 

War can I render unto thee, O Lord, I W 
bor all the numberleſs Inſtances of thy Fa- H 
= your which I have experienced? I praiſe and br 

Wer) thy great and glorious Name ; and 
; 8 myſelf under the ſtricteſt and 


x * 
A 


| 
| 


5 


EE. moſt indiſpenfible Obligations to live, and 
., in all teſpects, as becomes one that as 


hk. | ; | 2s tea W. 
ſp 2 F Forms of Prayer. . + | 
taſtel 10 largely of thy loving Kindneſs, I 1 


0 

ns pchtes, O Lord, my hearty Reſolution of 
c. Ma opring to do ſo; and offer up my 
4 Wl fincere Deſires, that, by the Confideration 


of what I have now remembred before thee, 
I may be led to make Returns, in ſome De- 
d I pree; ſuitable to ſo many and fo great. In- 
d rices of thy Goodneſs. 
le Lz the ſerious Contemplation of thy _ 
re Glories and Perſections, incite me to endea- 
ſe vour conſtantly to adorn my own Nature 
d with thoſe moral Perfect ons which I acknow- - 
ut ledge to be fo worthy of Praile ; and engage 
at me to imitate what appears ſo truly lovely 
e, and glorious, Let the Confideration of thy 
n- MW merciful Defign in making me capable of . 
d knowing thee, and being eternally happy in 
d thy Favour, powerfully move me to make 
e fuch an Uſe of thoſe Faculties thou haſt en- 
r- | dowed me with, as | may be led to a due 
xd I Senſe of this Happineſs, and conducted ſafe 
ſo to the Pufſt ſſion of thoſe Pleaſures which 
a- are at thy Right hand. Let thy unſpeak- 
able Mercy, in ſending thy Son into the 
d, World for the ſecuring and promoting my 
a- H ppineſe, effectually influence me to em- 
id brace his Offers; to fulfil his Commands 


d | to imitate his Example; and to live, in all 
d ReſpeRts, as becomes his Diſciple. Let the . = 
a Senſe of thoſe peculiar Advantages which I 
ate, by thy fv 


pecial Favour, enjoyed, lead 


wo - 
_ * 
— 


Cm * 
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E. 24 Forms of Prayer. 
me to ſuch a careful Uſe and Improvement 
of them, that they may be the happy Occa- 
ftons of more than ordinary Degrees of Per- 
fection and Glory hereafrer. . 
Luxx the Confideration of thy gracious 
Defign in affording me ſo many temporal 
zood Things, and ſo many Comforts, in 
this imperfect State, influence me to uſe 
them all to thy Glory, as 8 uncer- 
tain Goods; to be enjoyed with Temper- 
-* ance; and to be imployed tor the, Uſe and 
Support of others, as well as my own. And 
let the ſerious Rememberance of all thy 
great and undeſerved Goodneſs to me, o- 
59 and enlarge my Heart towards others; 
d me to imitate what I praiſe and cele- 
brate ſo much in thee; and teach me to be 
ready to do good to all; to pity the Follies 
and Mileries of Mankind; and, as tar as l 
aw able, to promote the Happineſs of all a- 
round me: That, by ſuch a Return to all 
the Inſtances of thy Goc dneſs and Mercy, I 
may ſhew myſelf truly ſenſible of them, and 
© fincerely thankful for them. | 
Wii n theſe Prayers and Praiſes, I beſeech 
thee, O Gon, to accept the ſincere Expret- 
ions of my Charity and Go] will towards 
thy whole rational Creation; which I now 
- - offer to thee, the Father of all, as a Mem- 
ber of the whole Society of Mankind; and 
© more particularly as a Member of the Church 


E of 


8 8 OT 88. 
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of Chriſt, ſounded in Love and Charity. As ̃⁶ 
ſuch, 1 * —— befote thee in > pau 
De Ha any © 
Fellow: 8 here = magyar — | 
beſerch thee to dif more, and larger, 
Communications of it to this lower Worlds; }F 
to increaſe it in all thoſe who enjoy it in an 24 | 
Meaſure ;-and to 1mpart fome portions of 
3 in any Sort of Miſery and Di 
8. ' 
Loox, in great Mercy, the ſad B. 
ſtate of that — n know not 
thy Nature; nor worſhip thee, as becomes 
thy PerfeRions. Put an end to their Idola- 
5 9 Superſtition, b * them the 
Light and Eridenc thy pel in its 
roms are And, » by dre — wer the 
ge of thy Truth, 


—— Liſe aden Have Pity likewiſe 

on the Remains of thy ancient People, te 
Jews; and all others who are better inſtruct 
Aide e and Worſhip of thee then | 
the Pu y Ara brat — roIE 7 


ter 

ins ther w de Way w tha Krow! * 
Son, and the Piactiee of his AE ; 
bring them, by this Means, to the Happi- 
neſs of Chriſtians. | 

VIS Ir, with a more e Grace and 
Nene, the whole C 
who are called by the Name: of thy po 


: 


them to eter- þ 


ian World; all 


* b 
44 Ferm ef Prarer. 

me to ſuch a careful Uſe and Improvement 
of them, that they may be the happy Occa- 
ſions of more than ordinary Degrees of Per- 
fection and Glory hereafter. | 
LA x the Confideration of thy gracious 
Defign in affording me ſo many temporal 
zood Things, and ſo many Comforts, in 
this imperfect State, influence me to uſe 


F tain Goods; to be enjoyed with Temper- 
- ance; and to be imployed tor the, Uſe and 
\Support of others, as well as my own. And 
let the ſerious Rememberance of all thy 
” great and undeſerved Gocdneſs to me, o- 
| pen and enlarge my Heart towards others; 
d me to imitate what I praiſe and cele- 
brate ſo much in thee; and reach me to be 
ready to do good to all ; to pity the Follies 
- and Mileries of Mankind; and, es tar as [ 
am able, to promote the Happineſs of all a- 
round me: That, by ſuch a Return to all 
the Inſtances of thy Goodneſs and Mercy, l 
may ſhew myſelf truly ſenſible of them, and 
fincerely thankful for them. | 
Win theſe Prayers and Praiſes, I beſeech 
thee, O Gon, to accept the ſincere Expreſ- 
© Hiotis of my Charity and G.o} will towards 
thy whole rational Creation; which I now 
: offer to thee, the Father of a!], as a Mem- 
= ber of the whole Society of Mankind; and 
more particularly as a Member of the Church 


of 


1 
2 


- 
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them all to thy Glory, as 3 uncer- 
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nt ol Chriſt, founded in Love and Charity. As 
ſuch, 1  Hncercly v — thee in 72 
Degree of Happineſs en by any © 
Fellow: Stu here below; and — 
beſerch thee to diſpe more, and larger, 
al MW Communications of it. to this lower World; 
in to increaſe it in all thoſe who enjoy it in an 
ſe Meaſure; and to impart fome portions of it 
- to all who are in any Sort of Miſery and Di- 


- ſtreſs, Ae | 
d Loox, in great Mercy, the fad E. 


d NN know not 4 


y I thy Nature; nor worſhip thee, as becomes 
thy PerfeRions. Put an end to their Idola- 


and l 
Light el Brdene of th 


z And, by bri iow 
Knowledge of thy by bringing: — 


on the Remains of thy ancient People, the 
Jews; and all others who are better inſtratt- 
ed in ths Belief and 22 
the Pa . — 


ter * 
— thetr W their Yay to > the Krow! 
Son, and the Piactiee of his IN 
bring them, by this Means, to the Happi- 
neſs of Chriſtians. 
VIS Ir, with a more e Grace and 


oho are called by the Name of thy Son 


| 
} 
f 


- 
- - * 
2 5 1 
- 
* 
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| 
| 


pel it 108 2 
them to eter-" 
nal Life 1 et des Have Pity likewiſe 


Favour, the whole C n all 


— 
— 
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and profeſs his holy Religion. old, O 
Lon p, 4 large Scene of ſpirityal Epil, 
worthy of thy gracious and mereiful Inter- 
poſition: In many Places, the Faith 
To delivered to the Saints in Purity and 
Simplicity, enervated by vain and groundleſs 
Traditions; or darkned by the Inventions 
of Men: The Worſhip of thee, O Fa- 
ther. ren eſtabliſne - by thy Son 7eſus 
Chriſt, in Spirit, and in Truth, over cloud- 
ec by num rleſs Su perſtitions; and even 
deſtroyed by Ty elke —— The moral 
Laws, which thy Son came to reſcue from 
the Corruptions of Men, and to enforce upon 
bis Followers, rendered ineffectual by many 
hang Devices; and falſe Notions. of Reli- 
3 12 let. F . gs : 5 Ang; he 
of thy Goſpel, d and hin- 
8c by the 4 Lives — ſcandalous 
© Behaviour of thoſe who profeſs it! 
-— ,:InTERPOSE, I beſeech ther, and put an 
E. ctual Stop to theſe great and unchriſtian 
Eu. Confound nn. of * as 
&  upbc encourage, an ree of Super- 
e 08 baſe a Euler Ends, Give a 
powerful Check to all Sorts, and all De- 
rees, of Perſecution and Oppreſſion, ſo ſcan- 
$558 and deſtructive to thy holy Religion, 
Which, ieh wicked Men pretend to 
mote by ſuch impious Methods. Put a 
SS to all Wen Tyranny, an 2 ol 
ur- 


een 28 


ſi 


commend it to the Experience and Appro- . * 
bation of the unbelieving World, by the In- 


- PARTICULARLY grant, that all Chri- 


to make t 


Prineiples of Righteouſneſs, Peact, and mu- 
tual-Forbearance, manifeſt to all the World, 
1100 ; See | 


Ferm of Prayer. "Hf 
Uſutpation over the Conſciences of Men: 
And diſſipate thoſe Clouds of Ignorance 
which diſpoſe People to a baſe and ignomi- 
nious Slavery to the Dictates of Men, rather 


than to a rational Enquiry into thy holy - | 


win which lies open to them. And, above 


all, exert thine Almighty Arm in Vindica - 


| 
tion of the Cauſe of Piety and Virtue; lead- F} 
ing all fled Chriſtians to ſuch a Senfe 
of the Importance of it, as that they may 
ſtudy to adorn their Lives with a Behaviour 
ſuitable to their holy Profeſſion; and te- 


tegrity and Unblameableneſs of their whole 
Converſation. * | 


* 


ſtians, who have departed from the groſs 

Corruptions of Popery, may depart entirely 

from the ——— of it : That, as the feſs 
Faith 4 


Fripture the Rule o . 
ſo they may, without Reſerve, leave it as 
ſuch to all their Neighbours : That, as thay x 
ha ve nobly contended for their own religious .# 
Liberty and Chriſtian Rights; ſo they may 
not loſe the Glory of this, by contradicting 
— in _ gn toward' others : But 
that they may, by their exemplary Deport- 
ment, and by ves ſtead * to the 


the 


\ 


— 2 VO. 


# 
% 


4 la Forms of Prayer. 
ako Sinoveicy of their Reformation ; and rea 
the Fruit of it, — ſtudying to excel in ul 
| that. 1 is praiſe-wort 
Non ou be 1-00 farget, O Great Gover 
2 nor of the Univerle, the Civil Eſtate of the 
Kingdoms of the Earth. Put an End 0 
Loa p, at length, to the Diſorders and 
Confuſions occa oned by the weak and am. 
bitious Lords of this World: And ſhew thy 
felt indeed, the KINO of Kings, and Lo x » 
of Lords. Permit no longer the Happineſi 
of human Society to be, in any Part of thy 
3 Creation, ruined and laid waſte by the infe- 
rior Government of Men, which was inſti- 
tuted ſolely for the Support and Comfort of 
it. Bring publick Diſgrace and Confufion 
upon all Trants and rs: And ho- 
23 with particular Marks of thy Favour, 


. jc, art __ ſincerely ſtudy to anſwer 
| the Ends of their 2 ; that ſo, the 
Triumphs of inſatiable Ambition may at 
length ceaſe from the Earth; end the Bleſ- 
s of. good Lorermmeut de wen through: 
| b . dut the World. As 

= . AMOoNGsT all the Kingdom of the 
| Earth, look, I'befeech thee, with à parti- 
. cular Farour,.upon this, to Which, hh w 
EF Diſpoſal of thy Providence, I belong 
for Ts therefore, I am obliged = 
eſpecial Manner to ſhew- my 


the hearcict Wiſhes of my | Soul, Pardon 


our 


> þ 4 Ma wt wy; if. wn wm. ww - ww "Wn 1A 
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Forms of Prarer. 298 
IÞ our many and crying Sins; and, in order to x | 
m avert, thy Judgments, lead every Sinner | 
amongſt us to ſuch a Senſe of his Sins, as 
may engage him heartily to renounce and 
forſake them. Continue, and confirm to 
us, that peculiar Form of Government, ſo 
wonderfully hitherto preſerved to us; by 
which 2 more effectually ſecured a- 
gainſt the Extremes of Confuſion, and arbi- 
trary Power, than many other Nations; and [ 
of which we enjoy the happy Fruits every 


Moment of our Lives. | (1 


; 5 
Paks EAR and eſtabliſſi us in the fren 
Enjoyment of the Light of thy Holy Goſ- 
pel, and the ſecure Proteſſion of our Reli- | 
ion. What Errors ſtill remain amongſt 
— — thou effectually remove, and 
eſpecially. ſuch as may ha ve a bad Influence 0 
upon the Conduct of Mens Lives ; and 
ſtrengthen their common Intereſt againſt 
their common Enemy. To this End, gi 
a Check to the mutual Violences and Ha- 
treds, and uncharitable Behaviour of Men A 
of evil Diſpoſitions on every Side. Kindle, 
once again, the Fire of Love and Charity 
amongſt us; and permit not our Differen- 
ces, in religious Matters, to extinguiſh this 
Fire, or to blow up another to our intire | 
Deſtruction. „ 1 
Po us down the choiceſt of thy Bleſſings 
upon our King and his Royal Family: and 
—_— 


—— 


Las 


14 


30 , Forms of Prayer. 
bleſs all who have any Part in the Admi- 


niſtration of our Government. Aſſiſt him, 


and them, in the great and important Buſi. 
neſs of their Stations. Guide them into the 


+: beſt and wiſeſt Meaſures; and give Succeſs 


"to all their Counſels and Labours for the 
Advantage of this Nation, or for the Relief 
and Support of any of our injured Neigh- 
bours. © . | % p ? # | - 

> PzRM1T not the Diſpoſal of the Lives 


8 and Properties of thy People ever to come 


into the Hands ot ignorant or partial Men: 
But manifeſt thy great Concern for Juſtice 
® here below, in ſuch Mariner, as that the 


© Guilty may ever meet with their due Pu- 


niſhment, and the injured and oppre ſſed 
Find a ſure Redreſs in our Courts f Judica- 
> rare. Direct all the Magiſtrates amongſt 


us to a deep Senſe of their Duty; to give 


-all Encouragement to Virtue, and all poſſi- 


a 2 dle Diſcouragement to Vice, both by their 


* 


le, and the due Execution of their 


= +13 


LAP all thoſe to whom the great Con- 


4 


E fuch, a Knowledge of all neceſſary Truths; 


=. cerns ef Religion, and of the Salvation of 
Mankind are more peculiarly committed, to 


fſuch an Exemplary and Chriſtian Conver- 


* ch 

"= of 

= On 
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—. 
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ation; ſuch a prudent and conſtant Diſ- 


harge of their Holy Office ; as may effec- 
UF promote the Happineſs of re 
8 8 „ 
PPP de IE. 


ent with the Purpoſes of thy Wiſdom, put 
SY oe. SS. * an 


Forms of Prayer. 31 
and of thoſe committed to their Care. Ene 


courage and promote amongſt us, the Means 
and Methods of ſuch a virtuous and laud- 
able Education as tends to lound Learning 
and Religion; to the Reformation of this 
Age, and the better Eſtate of. future Gene- 
rations. ey 
I defire likewiſe to expreſs before thee the 
real Senſe | have of the Miſeries and Cala- * 
mities of the diſtrefled Part of Mankind ;* 
and the ſincere Deſire I have of contrihuti | 
to their Eaſe and Relief. O thou Father f 
Mercies, and Go p of all Confolation, bag 
can we do for that Multitude of deplorabis 
Objects of Compaſſion who are out of: the Þ 
Reach of our Knowledge, or of our Ability 
to relieve, but offer up our earneſt Wiſhes 
to thee, the Great Diſpoſer of Proſperity 
and Adverſity ? I defire, O Lord, to ſyn. 
pathize with all the diſtreſſed; and ² Ws 
avith them that weep : And do eatne 
beg of thee for all the a ſflicted, of what 8 
or Degree ſoever, whatever. I could reaſons 7 
ably: beg for myſelf, were I in their Condit 
tion. Aſſiſt them all in their ſevera] Trial 
and Conflicts; and guide them to ſuch a® 
Degree of Contentment, Reſignation, and 


4 
o : * - 
. 
Wy. 40 


Patience, as may render their preſeſt At- 


flictions the happy Occaſion of their greater 3 
future Glory: And, as far- as it is confiſt- 


C3. 
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3 Forms of Prayer. 
2 an End to their preſent Diſtreſſes and Trou- 
— bo nt 


RxSs TORE Tight and Comfort to the 
dark, melancholly, and diſtracted Minds of 
thoſe who have loft the Uie ef their Reaſon 
in any Inftance, or any Degree. Pity the 

deſtitute Condition of . who are in 
Want cf any of the neceſſary Circumſtances 
of Life ; particularly of thoſe who are fal- 
len from ihe Comforts of a proſperous Con- 
dition to the Miſeries of Adverfity ; and 
bþ raiſe them up Friends, and Patrons, in their 
low Eſtate; Relieve, by thy good Provi- 
* dence, the Wants of the Poor and Needy, 
2 Be a Father. to the Fatherlefs ; plead the 
| Cauſe of the helpleſs Widow; and regard 
the afflicted Eſtate of all who mourn the 
_ Loſs of thoſe in whom any part of their 
þ Happineſs was placed. 


STRENGTHEN and aſſiſt, in an eſpeci- 
Manner, all who fuffer, any where, for 
the Love of Truth, or rhe Teſtimony of a 
= good Conſcience; ard do thou ſo propor- 
Von to their Strength, the Meafure and Du- 
ration of their Sufferings, that they may 
work for them a more exceeding Weight of 
EF Glory. Hear the Groans of all who are op- 
preſſed and barbaroufly treated by the Ty- 
frants of this World; and grant a Redreſs to 
all their Calamities. Attend to the Sighs 


and Tears of ſuch as are in Captivity — 
3 | . Sla- 


o "* \ 4 4 * Y , 
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Forme of Prayer. 5.33 


Slavery; and open a Way to their Libetty 
and Security. 
. Vis1iT, with thy Light and Comfort, 
all who are afflifted with bodily Pain, or 
any Sort of Sickneſs: And bring to their + 
Mind all ſuch Confiderations and Aſſiſtances, 
as are neceſſary and proper to ſupport them 
in their diſtrefled Condition; or to diſpoſe 
and fit them for their Paſſage into another 
State. Remove, in much — all 
thoſe unreaſonable Doubts and Deſponden- 
cies with which many ſincere and honeſt 
Minds are, in this World, diſturbed and 
over-clouded ; and direct them to ſuch juſt 4 
Notions of thee, and of thy holy Goſpel, as 
may eſtabliſh them in a Courſe of chearful 
and hearty Obedience to the Laws of it. 
SuccEtEtD the Endeavours of all who 
honeſtly and induſtrioufly labour after a 
convenient Livelihocd in this World, and ©: 
are uſeful Members of the Common- wealth 3 * 
and bring to nought the Deſigns of all who: ' 4 
either privately, or openly, live upon the 
| Spoil of their Neighbours; and are the 
Plague, and Terror, of human Society, 
5 REeqQvir, in the Courſe of thy 
Providence, the Kindneſs of all who have 
| at any Time, or in any Degree, endeavour- 
ed to contribute to the Advantage of my 
Mind, Body, or outward Eſtate, Upon 
all who have either done, or deſigned, me 
D 3 Good, 


- 
- 
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Good, of any Sort, ſhower down thy Re- 


wards and Favour, And, it there be any, 
who have either deſigned, or done me real 


Miſchief, in return to their Evil, I beg and 


entreat for thy Pardon and thy Bleſſings. 


* 


Correct the evil Diſpoſition ot all ſuch 
Minds, and plant in them, inſtead of it, a 
Temper worthy of Men and Chriſtians. Let 


the Conſidera tion of their own eternal Inte- 


reſt lead- them all to Charity and Love : 
And engage them to put on thoſe Diſpofi- 


tions which only can fit them for the bleſſed 


Society above. 


Be Ess all in whom I am more nearly 


concerned, or in whoſe Happineſs | take a 
| | Tg part, with ſuch a Meaſure of 


* 


calth, Succels, and Proſperity, as may beſt 
carry forward the Defigns of thy Goodneſs 


toward them; and moſt effectually promote 


" £5 
W 5 
— 
= 


Whatever 
with reſpect to this Life, lead them all, I 


+ 


* 
_— 


9 

: 1 8 
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their Happineſs here and hereafter. But 
be thy Deſpenfations toward them, 


beleech thee, into thote Paths which will 
infallibly convey them to thine heavenly 
Kingdom in the World to come; 
"FinNALLY, O Lord, | with and pray 
for all good things to the whole Race of 


- 


Mankind. I rejoice in every Degree of Vir- 


- 
5 
» 
! 
[ 


1 
WL 


we 


* 1 
* 
„ 


tue and Happineſs to be ſeen here below. 
I wourn for every Degree, and every Inſtance, 
of Vice and Miſery. Let thy Kingdom 
ths N — come, 


9 \ 
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* 


ſeech thee, the Sentimerits and Deſires of my 


-of that eternal and unalterable Happineſs 3 


Forms of Prayer. yz | 
come, I beſeech'thee : And ſhew thine Al. 
mighty Power, by eſtabliſhing true Religt- 
on amonpſt Men ; and putting a Stop to all 


tbe Calamities of this lower World. 
 Acceyer, O Lord, I moſt earneſtly be- 


"7 


Heart, which I have now poured ous be- 
fore thee, under an actual Senſe of thy Pre- 
ſence, and &f thy Providence, over ruling. 
and directing all Things. Fa vourably receive 
the Acknowledgments I have made of my 
Sins and moral Imperfections ; and grant me 
Pardon and Peace upon the Terms of thy 
Goſpel. Hear and anſwer the Petitions I 
have offered up, for the obtaining all Things 
truly good, and the averting all Things. 
evil. Let the Praiſes and FThankſgivings 
which my Heart hath ſent up, as the Ho- 
mage due to thy Perfections and Goodneſs, 3 
be acceptable to thee.” And reject not the 
Interceſſions I have made for the temporal 
and et. rial Happineſs of all my Fellow- 
Creature”, _ 
AND now, O Lord, take me, I once 
more entreat thee, into thy powerful and 
wiſe Protection; and guide me, by thy good 
Spirit, to the Knowledge and Performance 13 
of thy holy Will here, and to the Enjoyment 


hereafter, which thou haſt reſerved for thy 
faithful Servants, and promiſed by thy 
. Well 4 
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| 3 0 Prayer. : 
Good, 42 = Sort, ſhower down thy Re- 
wards and Favour. And, it there be any, 
who have eicher deſigned, or done me real ' 
Miſchief, in return to their Evil, I beg and 
| entreat for- thy Pardon and thy Bleſſings. 
DOorrect the evil Diſpoſition ot all ſuch 
| Minds and plant in them, inſtead of it, a 
© Temper worthy of Men and Chriſtians. Let 
the Conſidera tion of their own eternal Inte- 
teſt lead them all to Charity and Love: 
And engage them to put on thoſe Diſpoſi- 
tions which only can fit them oa the blefled 
Society above. 
Br xss all in whom I am more e nearly 
2 dhncerned, or in whoſe Happineſs [ take a 
particular part, with. ſuch a Meaſure of 
| Fett, Succels, and Proſperity, - as may beſt 
carry forward the Deſigns of thy Goodneſs 
toward them; and wok effectuall — 
= their Happineſs here and -herea But 
4 erb thy Deſpenſations — them, 
wich reſpect to this Life, lead them all, I 
beleech he into thoſe Paths which will 
E apfallibly convey” them to 2 heavenly 
n in the World to c 2 „ . 
= FINALLY, O Lord, your” and pray , 
Wr all good things to the whole Race of 
en rejoice 1n . Degree of Vir- 
tue and Happineis to be ſeen here below. 
1 mourn for every Degree, and every Inſtance, 
* and "I thy Kingdom 
N | - Wn 
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come, I beſeech thee : And ſhew thine AK FS 
mighty Power, by eſtabliſhing true Religi- 
on amonpſt Men; and putting a Stop to all 
© the Calamities of this lower World 
Acer, O Lord, I moſt earneſfly be- 
ſeech thee, the Sentiments and Deſires of my 
Heart; which I have now poured out be- 
fore thee, under an actual Senſe of thy Pre- 
ſence, ard of thy Providence, over-ruling. 
and directing all Things. Fa vourably receive 
the Acknowledgments I have made of mx 
Sins and moral Impetfections; and grant me 
Pardon and Peace upon the Terms of thy 
Goſpel. Hear and anſwer the Petitions I 1 
have offered up, for the obtaining all Things : 
truly good, and the averting all Things 
evil. Let the Praiſes and Thanklgivings 
which my Heart hath ſent up, as the Ho- 
mage due to thy Per ſections and Goodneſs, 
be acceptable to thee. And reject not the 
Interceſſions I have made for the temporal 
and et. rial Happineſs of all my Fellow= 
Creatuie-. — > OI 
AND now, O Lord, take me, once 
more entreat thee, into thy powerſe An 
wiſe Protection; and guide me, by thy%pood ff 
Spirit, to the Knowledge and Performance” 
thy holy Will here, and to the Ba yment 
of that eternal and unalterable Happineſse 
hereafter, which thou haft reſerved r, 
faithful Servants, and promiled” by thy 
* „ << 


1 1 
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Well beloved Son, Jeſus — In his 
Nate, I truſt for Acceptance of myſelf, and 
all my fGincere, tho imperfect Services, who 
is che only Mediator between God and Men, 
F our Advocate with the Father, and the 
Propitiation for our Sins. Now, unto the 


| wife God, be Honour and Glory, for ever 
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ing or Evening. _ | 


3 TEES «4; 

> ZN LORD, perſect in Wiſdom, Good- 
; Oo neſs and Power, glorious in all that 
en be-truly called Perfection; we thy Crea- 
E tares; and thy Servants, proftrate ourlelves 
E before thee, in a deep Senſe of our own un- 
© worthineſs, and of thy lovely and incom - 
© prehenfible PerfeRions ; acknowledging the 
Series of thy Nature, as it is in itſelt; and 


of. thy Creatures. 2 46488 + 26 
43 125 F. Re o.be-truly ſenfible of the great, 
He ppineſe of knowing thee, and of imitat- 
ig thee, and of enjoy ing the Communica- 
tions of . Upon which Account, 
i highly becomes us to praite thee. tor that 
Act of Goodncls 


+ * _ — af” | ; 
wo J . RT 
* - _ 1 : 
= * * 


King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only 


ö 2 . | 4 2 12 n $4 a 1h 
ARA, for @ Family, for Morn- 


3 thy great Goodneſs to us, and to the whole 


— Gund 
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A 8 „ 
thou haſt endowed us with Faculties firted ff 
for the Attainment of this unſpeakable Hap- 

© pineſs; and for the Enjoyinemt of che high 
eue ee de f Gooltitls h 

W pra! ee for t in 
our 8 we were 
brought into Being; not only as it reſpects 
this World, in w ich we now live, but as 
by it we are enabled to make the better Pro- 
viſion tor our evetlaſting Intereſt in the 
World to come; and babes e 2 
nities of i improving our Soul s in Mao a 

N. ſecuring' our Happineſs for ever. 

/ particularly, we now bleſs theꝭ for the Care 
of thy Providence over us, by which we 2 
paſt preſerved-in Safety through the 
Day b Night,] and merciful des 2 

from all Dangers and Diſtreſſes. 

| fend becomes us likewiſe to — F 

* Bounty and Goedneſs, manifeſted to us 
through every Part of our Lives, to | 
Time; to thank thee for that Meaſure | 
Health, and Strength, and Quiet, "which we "7 
have hitherto enjoyed for t e Com 

Sopports of all thoſe Neceſſarieb 
veniencies, without which, we ag by © 
much more unhappy in this State, than we 
now are; and for all other Circumſtancez 
and ede of Life, which helpto make 
= hives eo rough chi F cee 4 
As e . 
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. 2 more . than otherwiſe it could 
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* e Prayer. * ; 


yr, above all, we. bleſs. and. magnify 
- thy great and glorious Name for thy tender 


Regards to our everlaſting. Happineſs in a 
Hetter State hereafter ;. For fra 14 
into the World to declare to us the Certainty 


of a future State of Re wards and Puniſu—- 


ments; b all that be did. and taught, 
An "ſuffered, in order to reconcile us: to 
* 1 * 
5 Happ! a 

And virtuaus > x Ao ai 211 ſor Ay 


4 cular Difpoſitions cf thy Providence which 
ha ve often guarded us from many particular 
* and hazardous Trials and Temptations. For 


dee, and for all other thy Mercics, which 


Foncerg our great and eternal ws we 
= dincerely.-rhaok thee, © Lord, and ein 
Fer praiſe thy holy Name. 

I is wich Shame and Grief chat we = 


ia 


pon the Returns we have made to fo 


much 3 Ve confeſs, O Lord, that 


* not lived as becomes reaſonable 
regtures 


n our Failings ; ; many bi PI 

Omiſſions, and Neglecis ads Pain toce 
of * Duty, and in the perſecting ourſelves 
Virtue; many ba ve been bur Offceces 


3 * ip Thought, Word, oo Pee N thy 
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ing thy Son : 


called to he Knowledge of lucha 
3 > Gov, . ue) ay ny Fw any av 
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Divine Maeſty are ſtill bu 
Mae ee bar O eff aeg ws) 
beſesch thee, in the Name of thy Sun Fefſus 4 
Cit, to pardon us now returning to thee, | 
with the full Purpoſe' of re arding more 
ſtrily the Obligations of Graririge and 
Obedience we are under; and of living, 
ede EIN thy Ser. 
vants, and like 8 1 de 
Ap now, O Lord, confeſſi 
nouneing all our Sine, and hopien 4 
| Pardon of all that is paſt, ces þ th) by 8 
. 55 Chriſt, as far only as we a, 
vour to reform and amend Bogen, we CE 
know to be amiſs in ourſelves ; we belecelt-- 4 
thee, ſo to aſſiſt us by thy wereiful Provi- «+ 3 
dence and good Spit, that, in the future * 
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735 = thy. holy —.— every where, govern 
ID dur, Thoughts, Words and Actions, a8 
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JR Father * art in Heaven: We. 
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